
September 13, 2012 

 

The regular meeting of the Ligonier Borough Council was held Thursday September 13, 2012 @ 

7:00 PM in the Ligonier Town Hall with President Robert Helterbran presiding. 

 

Members present:  Robert Helterbran, Kim Shafer, James McDonnell, Judy Hoffer, Robert Bell, 

Tom Freeman, and Sam St. Clair. 

 

Others present:  Secretary-Treasurer Paul Fry, Mayor Ormond “Butch” Bellas, Engineer Ben 

Faas, Solicitor George Welty, and Police Chief John Berger.  Absent was Fire Chief / 

representative. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A motion was made by Tom Freeman and seconded by Sam St. Clair to approve the minutes of 

August 9, 2012 meeting as presented.  All of Council was in favor. 

 

BILLS PAYABLE  

A motion was made by Robert Bell and seconded by Tom Freeman to approve the Bills Payable 

as presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Judy Hoffer to approve the Consent 

Calendar as presented.  All were in favor. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

None 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Letter received from the LV Chamber of Commerce asking Council’s permission to use the 

lampposts in front of the shops around the Diamond, and if needed, on the Diamond for their 

19th Annual Scarecrow Contest.  

 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Tom Freeman to approve the 19th 

Annual Scarecrow Contest request.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Letter received from Vicki Beaufort requesting approval for the annual Memorial Walk for Ando 

to be held September 15, 2012 from 9AM until 1PM.  The walkers and dogs will walk from the 

Holy Trinity parking lot on East Main Street to the St. Clair Grove and return on West Main 

Street for K9 demonstration and pet games. 

A motion was made by Kim Shaffer and seconded by Robert Bell to approve the Memorial Walk 

for Ando.  All of Council was in favor. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

PARKS & RECREATION 

Committee Chair Judy Hoffer reminded everyone of the ordinance for walking your dog and 

cleaning up after them.  Offenders will be cited. 

 

TOWN HALL 

N/A 

 

 



PUBLIC WORKS 

Tom Freeman, Chairman of Public Works reported that renovations have been done Mellon 

Park getting ready for Fort Ligonier Days.  Leaf Pick Up will begin after Fort Ligonier Days. Public 

Works Director Paul Fry will inform the local papers of the startup dates. 

 

PUBLIC SAFETY / SHADE TREE 

Kim Shaffer read a letter with reference to Chief Berger from the Westmoreland County office 

of the District Attorney. The letter is dated September 5, 2012. 

 

 Dear Chief Berger, 

    I wanted acknowledge the outstanding contributions you and your department made in the 

prosecution of the Fromholtz case.  Your investigation was thorough and professional as was the 

testimony presented in court.  Through your efforts and those of your fellow officers, a dangerous man 

was removed from the streets and will spend the rest of his life in prison.  I also appreciate the respect 

that you showed to the victim’s family and the dedication shown to protecting your community.   

 I look forward to working with you on cases in the future. 

     Very truly yours, 

     Thomas Grace 

     Assistant District Attorney 

 

FINANCE 

Chairman Robert Bell stated that the Finance Committee will be starting on the budget for next 

year.   

 

PERSONNEL / PLANNING COMMISSION  

James McDonnell reported having two preliminary meetings with the union and 

representatives of both police and Laborer’s Union.  To this point it is a work in progress until 

sometime in November when some additional information expected is received.   

 

McDonnell reported that the planning commission was attempting to accumulate ideas, 

suggestions, or changes that anyone may have in connection with the ordinance recently 

passed a few years ago.  Any such comments relative to any of the ordinances passed 

unanimously must be submitted in writing to the planning commission.  McDonnell added that 

it is required for a public hearing to be conducted affecting any such changes.   

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Fort Days Inc. Committee / Chamber of Commerce 

Holly Mowry, Chamber Director/ Co-chair for Fort Ligonier Days Inc. Committee presented to 

Council four items for review: 

1.)  Updated Festival Map  

2.) Vendor List for YMCA  - all paid 

3.) Rose Keslar Vendor List  plus Map – all paid 

4.) Non Profit Fort Day Applications submitted through the Borough Office 

5.)  Bill Stablein of Fort Days Inc. asked permission for 40 lamp pole banners installed 1 

week before festival advertising Fort Ligonier Days with mention of sponsorship (Erie / 

Excela) in corner of banner as well. 

6.) Bill Stablein asked for a 10 x 10 pop up tent for Fort Ligonier Days sponsor, Erie 

Insurance to be placed in the South West quadrant on the Diamond on the brick. 

7.) Excela Health wants to erect tent on McGinnis Hospital for private party. (No motion 

needed for Excela Health private property.) 

 



 A motion was made by Kim Shaffer and seconded by Judy Hoffer to accept the 6 items 

presented for approval for Fort Ligonier Days.  The motion carried unanimously. Councilwoman 

Shaffer suggested that Borough Council “revisit” the current Fort Ligonier Days ordinance to 

amend the problems/conflicts discussed this evening. 

 

A motion was made by Robert Helterbran and seconded by Kim Shaffer for a brief executive 

session for Litigation @ 7:51 PM.  All were in favor. 

 

Council returned from executive session at 8:07 PM with no action taken. 

 

Bill Stablein, chairman of Fort Ligonier Days, Inc. reported a recommendation for four spots to 

Dan McMaster property on 237-241 West Main Street for this year only. 

 

A motion was made by Judy Hoffer and seconded by Kim Shaffer to accept the 

recommendation of Bill Stablein on behalf of Fort Ligonier Days, Inc. for four spots on Dan 

McMaster property on West Main Street for this year only.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

None 

 

COMMENDATIONS & COMMENTS from OFFICERS & DEPARTMENTS 

SECRETARY – TREASURER / PUBLIC WORKS 

Nothing 

 

SOLICITOR 

Nothing 

 

FIRE CHIEF / REPRESENTATIVE 

N/A 

 

ENGINEER 

N/A 

 

POLICE CHIEF 

Police Chief John Berger stated that it is his 8 year anniversary serving as police chief for 

Ligonier Borough.  Berger thanked everyone for a great 8 years. 

 

MAYOR 

Mayor Ormond “Butch” Bellas thanked Public Works for mowing vacant property on N. St. Clair.   

 

MOTION TO ADJOURN 

A motion was made by Sam St. Clair and seconded by Kim Shaffer to adjourn the meeting.  All 

were in favor.  Council adjourned the meeting @ 8:14 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted 

 

 

 

Paul A Fry 

Secretary-Treasurer 

Office Manager 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


