
September 12, 2013 

 

The regular meeting of the Ligonier Borough Council was held Thursday, August 8, 2013 @ 7:00 

PM in the Ligonier Town Hall with Robert Helterbran presiding. 

 

Members present: Robert Helterbran, Kim Shaffer, James McDonnell, Judy Hoffer, Robert Bell, 

Tom Freeman, and Sam St. Clair. 

 

Others present:  Secretary-Treasurer Paul Fry, Mayor Ormond “Butch” Bellas, Solicitor George 

Welty, Police Chief John Berger and Engineer Ben Faas. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A motion was made by Sam St. Clair and seconded by Kim Shaffer to approve the minutes of 

August 8, 2013 as presented.  All were in favor. 

 

BILLS PAYABLE 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Robert Bell to approve the Bills 

Payable as presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

A motion was made by Tom Freeman and seconded by Robert Bell to approve the Consent 

Calendar as also presented.  The motion carried with all in favor. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Invasive Bamboo Ordinance: 

Solicitor Welty stated that the proposed ordinance regulates the planting and growing of 

Bamboo.  This ordinance would prohibit planting or growing of Bamboo.  Anyone who plants or 

grows Bamboo after the date the ordinance is effective would be deemed to be in violation of 

the ordinance and shall be subject to penalties.   

 

A motion was made by Tom Freeman and seconded by Robert Bell to authorize Solicitor Welty 

to advertise the ordinance.  All were in favor. 

 

Generator Grant: 

Secretary-Treasurer Paul Fry reported receiving a notice that Ligonier Borough was declined for 

the Town Hall Generator Grant.   

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

An application was received from St. Michael’s of the Valley Church to use Mellon Park 

October 6, 2013 to hold a Blessing of the Pets @ 1:00 PM. 

 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Kim Shaffer to approve the Blessing 

of the Pets @ Mellon Park by St. Michael’s.  All were in favor. 

 

A letter was received from LV Library asking for $1,000 allocation. 

 

A motion was made by Robert Bell and seconded by Kim Shaffer to grant the $1,000 allocation 

to the LV Library.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

A letter was received from Penn State student asking permission to “can” September 27, 2013 

in Ligonier area for Thon. (Stop light @ Fort Ligonier, the intersection by Ligonier YMCA). 



 

A motion was made by Tom Freeman and seconded by Judy Hoffer to permit Penn State Thon 

request for September 27, 2013 in the Borough.    All were in favor. 

 

A letter was received from the LV Chamber of Commerce asking permission to display 

tastefully done pink bows on the lampposts in the Diamond area and the lampposts in front of 

the stores surrounding the Diamond during the month of October.  Also requested is to place 

pink lights on the trees and a few shrubs in the courtyard area to help raise breast cancer 

awareness.  The timing of the ribbons on the lampposts will be adjusted due to Fort Ligonier 

Days and the Scarecrow Contest. 

 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Judy Hoffer to approve the request.  

All of Council was in favor. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

PARKS & RECREATION 

Nothing to report 

 

TOWN HALL 

Sam St. Clair stated that Paul Church has recently completed some emergency repair to the 

Town Hall.  A bill was submitted for $16,102.61 for the repairs to the soffit. 

 

A motion was made by Sam St. Clair and seconded by Kim Shaffer to approve the $16,102.61 

invoice payable to Paul Church.    The motion carried unanimously. 

 

PUBLIC WORKS 

Nothing 

 

PUBLIC SAFETY / SHADE TREE 

Public Safety: Nothing 

Shade Tree:  It was reported by Kim Shaffer that some major trimming has been completed.  No 

bill received as yet. 

 

FINANCE 

Chairman Robert Bell reported that if the Borough is to keep with the same Health Insurance 

carrier for 2014 the carrier wants to go from December to December rather than from January 

to January.  There will be a 13.2% increase in our health care coverage.  Bell reported that this 

will hold true if we say we will stay with them by the end of this month.  If we do not act on this 

now, we could be gambling slightly that we may have a higher increase. 

 

A motion was made by Robert Bell and seconded by James McDonnell to approve UPMC at a 

13.2% increase for our Health Insurance for 2014 beginning December 1, 2013.  All of Council 

was in favor. 

 

Bell reported that 2014 Budget preparations will be underway. 

 

PERSONNEL / PLANNING COMMISSION 

Personnel Chairman reported that all of personnel have been fine; healthy & active. 

Planning Commission will meet Monday, September 23, 2013.  No agenda known at this point. 

 

 



NEW BUSINESS 

Westmoreland Transit Authority Assessment for 2013-2104: 

Secretary-Treasurer Paul Fry reported that he annually receives a request and letter from 

Westmoreland Transit for Ligonier Borough’s local share assessment.  For fiscal year 2013-2014, 

the Borough’s local share is $750 to participate. 

 

A motion was made by Judy Hoffer and seconded by Kim Shaffer to remit $750 for 2013-2014 

to Westmoreland Transit Authority.  All were in favor. 

 

Danny McMaster Construction Plan: 

Former Borough Zoning Officer, Chick Cicconi stated that Danny McMaster presented his idea 

in July of 2010.  Application for Conditional Use was submitted on August 17, 2010 and 

McMaster appeared before the Planning Commission along with his architect and presented 

the idea.  Planning Commission made a favorable recommendation for approval to Council and 

on October 4th, 2010 the Hearing was held before Council and Council approved the Conditional 

Use.   

A demolition permit was issued the following spring, April 26, 2011 and the building was torn 

down.  Dan then went through a series of time where he was developing the plans, and getting 

final architectural drawings for submission to American builders code inspection services. This 

was done along with the storm water management and other required items.  The building 

permit was issued May of 2012.  Unfortunately a year lapsed in May of this year and he had to 

apply for another permit which was issued September 5, 2013.   

Chick Cicconi concluded that McMaster has gone through the proper process and has all the 

required permits.   

 

Dan stated that the plans are the same but has different contractor. 

Dan McMaster and architect presented the declaration of Condominium Plans. 

 

A motion was made by Judy Hoffer and seconded by Kim Shaffer to approve and sign the plans 

and permit Dan McMaster to proceed with construction.  All of Council was in favor.  

 

Fort Days Festival Areas: 

Proposed Temporary Festival Areas Approved by FLD Inc. Board 8/29/13 

1.  Pioneer Presbyterian Church yard 

2. St. James Lutheran Church yard 

3. Ramada Ligonier parking lot 

4. West Main Street & Walnut Street  - LV School Dist. Property (LV Railroad Assoc., Fort 

Allen Antique Farm Equipment  - Former Armory Property) 

5. Fort Ligonier – 2 parking spots (handicap) in front of the Fort 

 

Requests for Sales Permits Approved by FLD Inc. Board 8/29/13 

1.  Pioneer Presbyterian Church 

2. St. James Evangelical Lutheran Church 

3. Ramada Ligonier 

4. Fort Allen Antique Farm Equipment 

5. Ligonier Valley Railroad Assoc. 

6. Ligonier Valley Cross Country Team 

7. Ligonier Valley YMCA – 57 vendors including Kids Korner 

8. Rosalie Keslar – 26 craft vendors 

 



A motion was made by Kim Shaffer and seconded by Judy Hoffer to approve the list above 

for Fort Ligonier Days 2013 provided by the LV Chamber.  All of Council was in favor. 

 

Holly Mowrey requested permission to put up the same tastefully done banners as last year 

for Fort Ligonier Days 2013. 

 

A motion was made by Judy Hoffer and seconded by Kim Shaffer to approve the Chamber’s 

request to put up banners for Fort Ligonier Days 2013.  All were in favor. 

 

YMCA Project: 

President Helterbran stated that Council would move into executive session for legal 

advisement @ 7:43 PM.  Helterbran stated that Solicitor Dan Hewitt would be representing 

Ligonier Borough on this matter.  Solicitor George Welty has recused himself regarding the 

Ligonier Valley YMCA. 

Former Zoning Officer Chick Cicconi was invited to join in on the executive session as he is 

very well versed on the subject. 

President Helterbran also reported that action will be taken after the executive session. 

 

Council returned from executive session at 8:06 PM. 

 

Solicitor Dan Hewitt stated that the purpose of the executive session tonight was simply to 

review some legal issues surrounding the hearing scheduled for Monday, September 16, 

2013.   Hewitt concluded that there were no deliberations or decisions made as to any of 

the facts, circumstances or the meat of the issue.  This was simply a review on legal issues 

surrounding the application. 

 

A motion was made by Robert Bell and seconded by Kim Shaffer on the land use 

development plan extension; to extend the date that council needs to make a decision from 

September 16, 2013 to October 15, 2013.  This is by request from the YMCA.  All of Council 

was in favor. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

A request was made from George Kerezi to Streets Department Chair, Tom Freeman to look 

into possibly placing two stop signs on either side of Linn Alley and North Graham. 

 

Tom Freeman told Mr. Kerezi that it would be turned over to Public Works Director Paul Fry 

and Police Chief John Berger to do an evaluation on and if found necessary bring back to 

Council and recommend.  

 

COMMENDATIONS & COMMENTS from OFFICERS and DEPARTMENTS 

Secretary-Treasurer Paul Fry reminded all that Saturday, October 5th is the annual 

Household & Hazardous Waste Collection from 9AM to 2PM @ WCCC – Youngwood 

Campus 145 Pavilion Lane, Parking Lot B.  Cost is free to residents of Ligonier Borough as we 

are a sponsoring municipality. 

 

Paul Fry thanked Council for accepting the proposed health care contract.  Fry feels it was a 

wise decision with so many unknowns as our health care society is vast changing. 

 

Fry reported that he is a member of the LV Cemetery Board and noted that this past week 

the Borough has lost some very good pillars of our community. 

 



Engineer Ben Faas reported that the YMCA traffic study was delivered. 

 

Mayor Bellas thanked Council for supporting the Penn State Thon. 

 

President Helterbran hoped to see everyone interested in the YMCA development at the 

Town Hall meeting Monday, September 16, 2013.  Helterbran stated that there will be a 

sign in form for anyone attending the meeting and wishing to speak.  Those wishing to 

speak will be limited to 3 minutes depending on the amount of people present. 

 

Secretary-Treasurer Paul Fry reminded everyone that next month’s meeting has been 

changed to Monday, October 7, 2013 due to Fort Ligonier Days. 

 

MOTION TO ADJOURN 

A motion was made by Robert Bell and seconded by Kim Shaffer to adjourn the meeting.  All 

were in favor.  The meeting was adjourned @ 8:19 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Paul A Fry 

Secretary-Treasurer 

Office Manager 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


