
September 11, 2014 

 

The regular meeting of the Ligonier Borough Council was held Thursday, September 11, 2014 @ 

7:00 PM in the Town Hall with Robert Helterbran presiding. 

 

Members present:  Robert Helterbran, James McDonnell, Margaret Garland, Judy Hoffer, Matt 

Smith, Pat Scanlon and Mike Bieterman. 

 

Others present:  Secretary-Treasurer Paul Fry, Engineer Ben Faas, Solicitor George Welty, Police 

Chief John Berger.  Absent was Mayor Ormond “Butch” Bellas. 

 

OFFICER AMBER NOEL 

FBI Officer Rick McGlennon was present at meeting to acknowledge Ligonier Borough Officer 

Amber Noel with an award for her leads to the arrest of two fugitives in connection with several 

bank robberies in the surrounding areas.  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Pat Scanlon to approve the minutes 

of August 14, 2014 as presented.  All of Council was in favor. 

 

BILLS PAYABLE 

A motion was made by Judy Hoffer and seconded by Matt Smith to approve the Bills Payable as 

presented.  All were in favor. 

 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

A motion was made by Pat Scanlon and seconded by Judy Hoffer to approve the Consent 

Calendar. The motion carried unanimously. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

N/A 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Letter and agreement was received from Westmoreland Transit showing the Local Share 

Assessment for Fiscal Year 2014-2015 is $801.00 

 

A motion was made by Judy Hoffer and seconded by Pat Scanlon to accept the assessment and 

sign the agreement from Westmoreland Transit for the Fiscal Year 2014-2015 @ $801.00.  The 

motion carried unanimously. 

 

Application received for Use of Mellon Park from St. Michael’s of the Valley to hold Blessing of 

the Pets Sunday, October 5, 2014 @ 1:00 PM. 

 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Matt Smith to approve the request 

from St. Michael’s of the Valley.  All were in favor. 

 

A request was received from Connections Café to close Cherry Alley from S. Market Street to 

Cecil Alley September 12, 2014 from 5-9 PM for a special Mexican Celebration with live music. 

 

A motion was made by Pat Scanlon and seconded by Mike Bieterman to approve the request 

from Connections Café for September 12, 2014 from 5-9 PM.  The motion carried 7-0.   

 

Request from LV Chamber of Commerce for permission to place pink bows on lampposts as well 

as pink lights on shrubs/trees in courtyard during month of October for Breast Cancer 

Awareness month. 



A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Judy Hoffer to approve the LV 

Chamber request.  All were in favor. 

 

Notice received from Westmoreland Cleanways that they will hold their annual Household 

Hazardous Waste Collection @WCCC – Youngwood Campus 145 Pavilion Lane Parking Lot B 

Saturday, October 4, 2014 from 9 AM to 2 PM.   

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

PARKS & RECREATION 

Chairman James McDonnell reported that the Public Works crew did a recent repair job on the 

tennis courts.  Public Works crew was praised for their dedication. 

 

TOWN HALL 

 Chair Judy Hoffer reported that the outside of Town Hall was recently painted by J J Brown.   

 

PUBLIC WORKS 

Pat Scanlon, chairman of the Public Works Committee reported that the Public Works crew 

repaired Mellon Park Catch Basins throughout town and spruced up Mellon Park for Fort Days. 

 

PUBLIC SAFETY / SHADE TREE 

Matt Smith congratulated Amber Noel on her recognition tonight by the FBI. 

 

Smith reported the need for a new police cruiser as 2009 police car has recently been having 

some problems. Prices were looked into with Town and Country being the lowest Co-Star price.  

Smith asked for approval to trade in the 2009 and purchase a new 2015 police Explorer for 

approximately $21,500. 

 

A motion was made by Matt Smith and seconded by Pat Scanlon to approve a new purchase of 

a 2015 police Explorer for approximately $21,500 through COSTARS, Pennsylvania’s cooperative 

purchase program.  The motion was seconded by Pat Scanlon.  All of Council was in favor. 

 

Secretary-Treasurer Paul Fry explained that the borough would be financing approximately 

$17,000 with $10,000 down payment and hopefully pay in three annual payments as done in 

the past.  The first payment will not be until sometime in 2015.  The decals, new cage, 

transferring sirens and radio will also need to be done.   

 

FINANCE 

Mike Bieterman reported receiving the final draft of the audit from Delisi and Associates. 

A motion was made by Mike Bieterman and seconded by Matt Smith to accept the 2013 Audit 

from Delisi and Associates.  All were in favor. 

 

PERSONNEL / PLANNING COMMITTEE 

Pat Scanlon reported that the Personnel Committee had a meeting regarding employee health 

insurance beginning December 1, 2014 to November 30, 2015.  The committee decided that 

UPMC was the best health package to go with.  

 

A motion was made by Pat Scanlon and seconded by James McDonnell to approve the contract 

with UPMC beginning December 1, 2014 to November 30, 2015. The motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Holly Mowrey of the LV Chamber of Commerce presented Council with a list approved by Fort 

Ligonier Days Inc. Board on August 18, 2014: 

 



Proposed Temporary Festival Areas Approved by FLD Inc. Board 

1.  Pioneer Presbyterian Church yard 

2. St. James Lutheran Church yard 

3. Ramada Ligonier parking lot 

4. West Main Street and Walnut Street (LV Railroad Assoc., Fort Allen Antique Farm 

Equipment) 

5. Thistledown at Seger House – 221 West Main Street 

 

Requests for Sales Permits Approved by FLD Inc. Board 

1.  Pioneer Presbyterian Church 

2. St. James Evangelical Lutheran Church 

3. Ramada Ligonier 

4. Fort Allen Antique Farm Equipment 

5. Ligonier Valley Railroad Assoc. 

6. Ligonier Valley YMCA – 53 vendors spots, including Kids Korner, crafts and food vendors 

7. Rosalie Keslar – 36 – 10’ x 10” spaces 

 

An additional request was to hang banners as they did last two years for Fort Ligonier Days. 

 

Secretary-Treasurer Paul Fry stated that in accordance to the Borough’s Fort Ligonier Days 

Ordinance, Council has to accept the approved updated festival zone noting that Thistledown 

was added to the 2014 list.  

 

A motion was made by Judy Hoffer and seconded by Pat Scanlon to approve the proposed 

Temporary Festival Areas and Sales Permits list provided by the FLD Inc. Board for Fort Ligonier 

Days 2014. The motion included permission to hang the banners.   All of Council was in favor. 

 

Kitchen on Main: 

Robert Helterbran informed all of a request he received from Josh Frier of the Kitchen on Main 

restaurant to use the side walk in front of the restaurant for a few tables with seating. The 

request is for Friday and Sunday only of Fort Ligonier Days.  

 

A motion was made by Matt Smith and seconded by Pat Scanlon to approve the request and 

permit local restaurants to set out tables and chairs Friday and Sunday of this year’s Fort 

Ligonier Days provided they meet with ADA (Americans with Disabilities Act) which requires six 

feet of space between the establishment and the roadway. The motion approves Friday and 

Sunday only of Fort Ligonier Days 2014.  The motion carried 6-1 with Judy Hoffer opposing.   

 

A request was received from the LV Library asking Council to allocate $1,000 donation to the 

Library.  Secretary-Treasurer Paul Fry stated this is a request that has been configured in our 

annual budget. 

 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Pat Scanlon to approve $1,000 

donation to the LV Library.  All were in favor. 

 

At this time President Robert Helterbran called for a brief executive session @ 7:30 PM for legal 

matter with no action expected to be taken. 

Council returned from executive session at 7:50 PM. 

Solicitor Welty updated all on an existing case on which council members Judy Hoffer and 

James McDonnell are suing Ligonier Borough.  They had appealed Council’s adoption of 

ordinance #561 which abolished the borough’s Planning Commission and established a Planning 

Committee. The appeal had been filed and heard before judge Regoli in Greensburg.  He ruled 

on August 12th that upon consideration of Mrs. Hoffer and Mr. McDonnell’s notice of Zoning 

Appeal in the brief’s filed by both parties, and after oral argument on the appeal, it was ordered 



and decreed by judge Regoli that their appeal was dismissed.  The Borough of Ligonier’s 

adoption of ordinance #561 is hereby upheld.  Welty stated that was the final order.  Mr. 

McDonnell and Mrs. Hoffer had asked the judge for reconsideration of which again he denied 

and basically came back with the same order. Welty stated that Mr. McDonnell and Mrs. Hoffer 

have filed an appeal in Commonwealth Court for the ordinance #561. 

 

Robert Helterbran stated that, “The borough has spent over $2,000 defending this law suit that 

could have been spent on Friendship Park plus a lot of other things.  As it stands, it’s going to 

end up costing the Borough a lot of other money as it proceeds forward.”   

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Secretary-Treasurer Paul Fry read a notice to Council from Helen Craig representing DAR 

Daughters of the American Revolution requesting to use the Bandstand Saturday, September 

13, 2014 to honor our flag and country by DAR gathering to pledge allegiance to the flag and to 

sing our National Anthem. 

 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Matt Smith to approve the request 

from Helen Craig representing Daughters of the American Revolution.  All were in favor. 

 

COMMENDATIONS & COMMENTS FROM OFFICERS & DEPARTMENTS 

Secretary-Treasurer Paul Fry welcomed Margaret Garland to Council. 

 

Solicitor George Welty also welcomed Margaret Garland to Council. 

 

EADS Engineer Ben Faas reported that he has received final plans from the YMCA and has 

reviewed them and they appear to be consistent with the storm water management that was 

submitted in March, 2014.  

 

Police Chief John Berger welcomed Margaret Garland aboard and thanked Council and Paul Fry 

for the all their hard work and police car approval.  

Chief Berger stated that he is very proud of Officer Noel as he is of all the police officers that 

represent Ligonier Borough.    

 

Robert Helterbran welcomed Margaret Garland to Council. 

President Helterbran stated that the next meeting will be October 6, 2014 @ 7:00 PM. 

 

MOTION TO ADJOURN 

A motion was made by Matt Smith and seconded by Pat Scanlon to adjourn the meeting.  All 

were in favor.  The meeting adjourned @ 7:57 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Paul A Fry 

Secretary-Treasurer 

Office Manager 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


