
September 10, 2015 

The regular meeting of the Ligonier Borough Council was held Thursday, September 10, 2015 @ 

7:00 PM in the Ligonier Town Hall with Robert Helterbran presiding. 

Members Present:  Robert Helterbran, James McDonnell, Margaret Garland, Judy Hoffer, Matt 

Smith, Pat Scanlon and Terry Murphy. 

Others Present: Secretary-Treasurer Paul Fry, Engineer Ben Faas, Solicitor George Welty, Police 

Chief John Berger, Zoning Officer Rick Schwab.  Absent was Mayor Ormond “Butch” Bellas and 

Fire Chief Paul Church.  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A motion was made by Matt Smith and seconded by Pat Scanlon to approve the minutes as 

presented.  All of Council was in favor. 

 

BILLS PAYABLE 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Matt Smith to approve the Bills 

Payable as presented.  All were in favor. 

 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

A motion was made by Judy Hoffer and seconded by Pat Scanlon to approve the Consent 

Calendar as presented to Council.  The motion carried 7-0.  

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Regional Police Study Discussion: 

President Helterbran stated that both Township and the Borough will form their own 

committees to meet and go over the study and get input from all Council members and then 

meet with the Township Committee to discuss the pros and cons and see where it goes from 

there.  

The Committee for the Borough will be Robert Helterbran, Matt Smith and Pat Scanlon.   

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Letter received from Fort Ligonier Days Inc. requesting permission for signage to be posted in 

the Borough for Fort Ligonier Days 2015.  Also requested is permission to hang event banners 

on lampposts & utility poles on the Diamond & on East and West Main Streets. 

 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Matt Smith to approve the request 

from Fort Ligonier Days Inc.  All of Council was in favor. 

 

Letter received from the LV Chamber of Commerce requesting permission to use the lampposts 

in front of the shops around the Diamond and if needed on the Diamond for the annual 

Scarecrow Contest from October 14-November 2, 2015.   

 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Pat Scanlon to approve the request 

from the LV Chamber.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Letter received from the LV Library asking Council to consider $1,200 allocation. 

 

A motion was made by Pat Scanlon and seconded by James McDonnell to approve the $1,200 

donation to the LV Library.  All were in favor. 

 

Letter received from Claire L Domico of Penn State requesting permission to “can” on the 

intersections of the Diamond to collect donations for THON the weekend of September 26, 

2015. 



A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Terry Murphy to approve the 

request to “can” on the intersections of the Diamond September 26, 2015. All of Council was in 

favor. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

PARKS & RECREATION 

James McDonnell reported that the Penn Dot ADA ramps and brickwork on the Diamond are 

ongoing.  

Friendship park project is moving along. McDonnell noted that the Rotary must submit the 

grant application within the next 10 days to two weeks for any consideration to be done early 

on.  A rubber mulch was discussed as opposed to wood mulch.  Fundraising is continued. 

 

McDonnell reported that the survey placed on the Borough website as well as on the counter at 

the Borough office regarding resident input to the upcoming comprehensive police plan has 

been poor. 

 

TOWN HALL 

N/A 

 

PUBLIC WORKS 

Margaret Garland reported that the storm gutters have been repaired.   

Diamond concept #8 has been explored and the committee is awaiting cost quotes. 

 

PUBLIC SAFETY / SHADE TREE 

Matt Smith acknowledged the return of Chief Berger. 

Smith reported that the Tree Tender class is scheduled for the 19th of September at the Town 

Hall. 

 

FINANCE 

Terry Murphy reported that he and Pat Scanlon recently met with Neil Van Horn and discussed 

the Town Hall Endowment Fund.   

Finance committee is working on the Budget for 2016.  

Due to a substantial increase in health care cost, quotes are being looked into for the best deal 

for the Borough employees. 

 

PERSONNEL / PLANNING COMMITTEE 

Pat Scanlon had nothing for Personnel.  

 

Planning Committee: 

A motion was made by Matt Smith and seconded by James McDonnell to authorize approval to 

advertise for Conditional Use Hearing October 5th @ 6:30 pm for an apartment conversion at 

411 Washington Street.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

The Planning Committee will meet September 23, 2015 @ 7:00 PM regarding the apartment 

conversion. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Proposed Temporary Festival Areas Approved by FLD Inc. Board 8/17/15 

1. Pioneer Presbyterian Church yard 

2. St. James Lutheran Church yard 

3. Ramada Ligonier parking lot – no outdoor alcohol sales 

4. West Main Street & Walnut Street (LV Railroad Assoc., Fort Allen Antique Farm Equip.) 

5. Thistledown at Seger House – 221 West Main Street 

6. Ligonier Hose Company, 115 N Fairfield Street 



 

 

Requests for Sales Permits Approved by FLD Inc. Board 8/17/15 

1. Pioneer Presbyterian Church 

2. St. James Evangelical Lutheran Church 

3. Ramada Ligonier – no outdoor alcohol sales 

4. Fort Allen Antique Farm Equipment 

5. Ligonier Valley Railroad Assoc. 

6. Ligonier Valley YMCA – 44 vendor spots, including Kids Korner, crafts and food vendors 

7. Rosalie Keslar – (33 -10’ x 10’ spaces) 

  

LV Chamber director Anna Weltz pointed out to Council that the lists are the same as for 2014 

with the exception of the addition of the Ligonier Hose Company as well as adding no outdoor 

alcohol sales for the Ramada. 

 

A letter was read in opposition from Debra Fox of the Ramada Inn to the omission of alcohol 

sales permitted by the Ramada from their parking area. 

 

Solicitor George Welty stated that the Ramada Inn hotel license includes the parking lot and 

therefore Council has no power to restrict their serving of alcohol.  Welty recommended that 

the application be approved. 

 

A motion was made by Judy Hoffer and seconded by Matt Smith to approve the lists from the 

FLD Inc. with the inclusion of the Ramada Inn alcohol sales. All of Council was in favor. 

 

Temporary Traffic Restrictions for Fort Ligonier Days 2015 

Chief Berger presented the restrictions to Council and reported that the restrictions are the 

same as previous years and asked Councils approval to seek the assistance of the 

Westmoreland County Park Police to assist. 

 

A motion was made by Pat Scanlon and seconded by Terry Murphy to approve the Temporary 

Traffic Restrictions for Fort Ligonier Days 2015 as well as to permit Chief Berger to ask 

assistance from the Westmoreland County Park Police for the festival.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

NONE 

 

COMMENDATIONS & COMMENTS from OFFICERS & DEPARTMENTS 

Secretary-Treasurer Paul Fry reminded everyone of the Westmoreland Household Hazardous 

Waste collection at WCCC Youngwood Campus from 9 AM to 2 PM Saturday, October 3, 2015. 

 

Solicitor Welty welcomed Chief John Berger back and that he is glad to see that he is doing well. 

 

EADS Engineer Ben Faas gave the latest update on design of Concept #8 for the Diamond 

Project.  Faas reported that there has been a lot of discussion regarding the trees currently on 

the Diamond. Due to the age of the trees and the fact that they may potentially impact the 

quality of work that will be done, it is the consensus that they should be removed and replaced 

with large trees. Faas further explained that the seating has been increased as well as the 

walkways. Discussion of turning radius was brought up with it decided that more discussion will 

be held at the November, 2015 council meeting.    

 

Chief John Berger thanked everyone for checking up on him. Berger stated that Sunday marks 

his 11th year serving as Chief. 



 

Chief Berger stated that Mayor Bellas asked him to announce that Trick or Treating in the 

Borough will be Friday, October 30, 2015 from 6-8 PM.   

 

President Helterbran thanked everyone for coming and noted that the next monthly meeting 

will be Monday, October 5, 2015.   

 

MOTION TO ADJOURN 

A motion was made by Pat Scanlon and seconded by Matt Smith to adjourn the meeting.  All of 

Council was in favor.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:52 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Paul A Fry 

Secretary-Treasurer 

Office Manager 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 


