
September 10, 2009 

 

The regular meeting of the Ligonier Borough Council was held Thursday, September 10, 

2009 in the Town Hall @ 7:00 PM with President Dale Show presiding. 

 

Members Present:  Dale Show, James McDonnell, Kim Shaffer, Robert Helterbran, 

Robert Bell, Sam Banales, and Tom Freeman. 

 

Others Present:  Secretary-Treasurer Paul Fry, Mayor Ormond “Butch” Bellas, Engineer 

Ben Faas, Solicitor George Welty, Police Chief John E. Berger, and Ligonier Hose Co. 

#1 Representative Chris Stouffer. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Tom Freeman to approve the 

minutes of August 13, 2009 as presented.  All of Council was in favor. 

 

BILLS PAYABLE 

A motion was made by Robert Bell and seconded by Kim Shaffer to approve the bills 

payable as presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

A motion was made by Tom Freeman and seconded by Robert Bell to approve the 

consent calendar as presented.   The motion carried 7-0. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Outdoor Dining Ordinance #544: 

Solicitor Welty asked for any objections to the proposed outdoor dining ordinance.  

Mayor Bellas felt that the ordinance is “too much government “ in regards to negotiations 

between the landlord and renters and the table light requirements proposed in the 

ordinance. 

 

Councilman Helterbran explained that the lighting requirements for outdoor dining are 

intended to make sure the seating area is lit well enough to anyone to safely walk down 

the street. 

 

A motion was made by Kim Shaffer and seconded by James McDonnell to adopt #544 

Outdoor Dining Ordinance.   

A roll call vote was taken: 

Robert Bell               -  yes 

Tom Freeman           -  yes 

James McDonnell    -  yes 

Dale Show               -  yes 

Kim Shaffer             -  yes 

Sam Banales             -  no 

Robert Helterbran    - yes 

The motion carried 6-1 with Councilman Sam Banales opposing.  The ordinance passed 

with no mayor’s signature.   

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

A letter was received from Ligonier Valley Association of Church’s CROP Walk 

Committee requesting to hold the 18
th

 Annual CROP Walk Sunday, October 18, 2009.  

The walk will begin at 2PM @ St. James Lutheran Church walkers following a mapped 

route through the borough. 

 

A motion was made by Tom Freeman and seconded by Kim Shaffer to approve the 

CROP Walk Sunday, October 18, 2009.   All of Council was in favor. 

 

Letter received from the Covenant Presbyterian Church requesting parking passes for a 

Presbytery meeting from noon until 5 PM on September 15, 2009.  Monies collected for 

passes will be turned into the borough office. 

 



A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Robert Helterbran to approve 

the request at a charge of $2 per pass.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Letter received from Cathy Graham of the Ligonier YMCA inviting all to join in America 

on the Move Week September 20, 2009 @ 1 PM.  The walk is to begin and end at the 

YMCA.  The walk pathway would mimic that of the CROP walk.  Participants will be 

guided to walk on the sidewalks. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

PARKS & RECREATION 

Bandstand: 

Chairman of the Parks & Recreation Committee Sam Banales, reported the recent 

painting of the Bandstand and thanked Rachel Roehrig of the LV Chamber and Fort 

Ligonier Days Committee for the donation of money to pay for the project.  

 

St Clair Grove: 

It was reported that the original foundation was found for the entry pillars coming into 

the borough, which was built when the Lincoln Highway came through about 1919.  A 

project is underway to disassemble the deteriorated pillar that is located on the North side 

of Old Lincoln Highway East and relocate it at St. Clair Grove making it more accessible 

for view.  Sandy Mellon was instrumental in securing a lot of the necessary restoration 

funds for this project. Graham Masonry is completing the work for the project. It is hoped 

to reattach replica brass letters to spell out Ligonier and to possibly affix a lighted globe 

on top of the new cement cap.   

 

Public Works Director Paul Fry stated electrical access is available but funding for the 

lighted globe is yet to be secured. 

 

TOWN HALL 

It was reported that the town hall fund is increasing.  

The Town Hall sidewalks and courtyard will be sealed before Fort Ligonier Days. 

 

PUBLIC WORKS 

Tom Freeman reported receiving the price for road salt at $47 a ton.  Last year $109 a ton 

was paid for salt.   

 

PUBLIC SAFETY / SHADE TREE 

Kim Shaffer commented that at last month’s meeting the Ligonier Hose Co. #1 was 

asking for $3,145 for Laptop units for their fire trucks.  The Public Safety Committee as 

well as the Finance Committee discussed the topic and it is recommended to send a letter 

to the Fire Dept and ask that they cover it at this time and then include the total in the 

2010 budget.   

 

SHADE TREE 

The Dick Macdonald family gave a generous monetary gift to the Shade Tree 

Commission.  A plaque will be hung in honor of their gift is being prepared.  

 

FINANCE 

Chairman Robert Bell reported that the Finance Committee met with Neil Van Horn and 

a report was given of the first six months of the year; resulting that the first three months 

were not that good but the following three months were very good.  It was reported that 

since the end of March the Town Hall Fund is up approximately a million dollars.  For 

the first 8 months of this year, the fund is up 2.9%.  The Town Hall Fund is 

approximately at 3 ½ million dollars. 

 

PERSONNEL / PLANNING COMMISSION 

Nothing for Personnel 

 

Planning Commission: 

Chairman James McDonnell reported that the Planning Commission has been 

continuously active for almost the past two years on the zoning ordinances and is now 



nearing completion.  It is hoped that by the October Council meeting to have a 

recommendation from the Planning Commission.  

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Fort Days Road Detour and Routes: 

Chief of Police provided information to council regarding Fort Ligonier Days Festival 

area regarding the no parking, tow a-way zones, and detour routes. 

 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Kim Shaffer to approve the 

Fort Days Road Detour and Routes information submitted by Police Chief John Berger.  

All of Council was in favor.  

 

Ordinance Summaries regarding Sidewalk Sales and festival events for Fort Ligonier 

Days was also brought to Council for approval.  

 

A motion was made by Tom Freeman and seconded by Robert Bell to approve.  The 

motion carried unanimously. 

 

Fort Days Vendor Approval: 

A motion was made by Robert Bell and seconded by Tom Freeman to approve all 

vendors as presented.  The motion carried 7-0. 

 

CAFÉ ORDINANCE 

Under the Café Ordinance on page 7 (12-B) it is stated that the Borough reserves the right 

to suspend café permits during Fort Ligonier Days or any other time that they so wish.   

President Show asked Council’s wishes regarding this matter.   

 

A motion was made by Robert Helterbran and seconded by Sam Banales to not suspend 

café permits for outdoor dining during Fort Ligonier Days 2009.  All of Council was in 

favor.  

 

Scanlon Property: 

Solicitor Welty explained that an ordinance was never adopted accepting an extension of 

Hemlock Alley to now Dice Alley. Solicitor Welty prepared a certification for Public 

Works Director Paul Fry to sign certifying that he has reviewed the records of the 

Borough of Ligonier and to the best of his knowledge and information believe that he has 

found no ordinance accepting dedication of the unopened portion of the extension of 

Hemlock Alley across lot #2 in the Scanlon plan. Also that he has further certified that he 

has examined the unopened portion of the extension of Hemlock Alley as shown on the 

Scanlon Plan and states that the Borough of Ligonier has not physically opened the area 

with pavement or gravel and that the area is not used by the general public for ingress and 

egress.   

 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Kim Shaffer to authorize 

Public Works Director Paul Fry to give the certification to Mr. Scanlon and accept right-

of-way that Mr. Scanlon is offering. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

President Dale Show reminded all present of the Hazardous Waste Collection @ 

Westmoreland Fairgrounds October 3, 2009 from 9 AM – 2 PM. 

 

Show also reported that there is still a vacancy on the Shade Tree Commission. 

 

Attorney Richard Flickinger commented on the Sidewalk Café Ordinance wording. 

  

Flicking also thanked Council for their cooperation and support with the Planning 

Commission on the work of the zoning ordinance.  

 

 

 



COMMENDATIONS and COMMENTS from DEPARTMENTS and OFFICERS 

Secretary-Treasurer Public Works Director Paul Fry recognized and introduced Borough 

Bookkeeper Jan Shaw.   

Fry also commented that tomorrow would be 8 years since 911.   

Fry closed his report by reminding everyone that next month’s meeting will be Monday, 

October 5 due to Fort Ligonier Days.  He stated that the street crew has been getting 

everything painted and fixed up for Fort Days. 

 

SOLICITOR 

Nothing further. 

 

FIRE CHIEF REPRESENTATIVE 

N/A 

 

ENGINEER  

H2O Funding Request: 

It was reported that Ligonier’s request was NOT funded in the first round.  Projects not 

funded by the first round of review will automatically be rolled into a second round of 

applications closing in August 2010.  If the Borough would like to make changes to the 

application, we have the opportunity to revise and resubmit. These applications are 

anticipated to be considered at CFA’s November 2010 meeting.  

 

POLICE CHIEF 

Chief John Berger reported that Trick or Treating is set for October 31, 2009 from 6-8 

PM and a motion is needed to activate the Fire Police. 

 

A motion was made by Robert Bell and seconded by Jim McDonnell to activate Fire 

Police for Trick or Treating from 6-8 PM on October 3, 2009. 

 

Chief Berger noted that he is starting his 5
th

 year serving as Chief of Police for Ligonier 

Borough.  

 

MAYOR 

Mayor Bellas received a letter from Amy Leipold complaining of cigarette butts in the 

Borough.  He stated that just before receiving this letter he met with a lady from the 

cancer society and they hung up signs at the playground and little league field that say no 

tobacco products, no smoking or chew; caution young lungs at work.   

 

Mayor Bellas thanked Council for not closing the Outdoor Dining Cafés during Fort 

Days. 

 

MOTION TO ADJOURN  

A motion was made by Robert Bell and seconded by Sam Banales to adjourn.  The 

motion carried 7-0.   The meeting adjourned @ 7:53 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Paul A Fry 

Secretary-Treasurer 

Office Manager 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


