
August 8, 2013 

 

The regular meeting of the Ligonier Borough Council was held Thursday, August 8, 2013 @ 7:00 

PM in the Ligonier Town Hall with Robert Helterbran presiding. 

Members present:  Robert Helterbran, James McDonnell, Judy Hoffer, Robert Bell, and Sam St. 

Clair.  Absent was Kim Shaffer. 

Others present:  Secretary-Treasurer Paul Fry, Solicitor George Welty, Police Chief John Berger.  

Absent were Mayor Ormond Bellas and Fire Chief Paul Church. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A motion was made by Tom Freeman and seconded by Sam St. Clair to approve the minutes of 

July 11, 2013 as presented.  All were in favor. 

 

BILLS PAYABLE 

A motion was made by Robert Bell and seconded by James McDonnell to approve the Bills 

Payable as presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

A motion was made by Tom Freeman and seconded by Judy Hoffer to approve the Consent 

Calendar as presented.  The motion carried 6-0. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Invasive Bamboo: 

Another discussion ensued regarding the Invasive Bamboo.  Solicitor Welty presented some 

information and sample ordinances. 

 

A motion was made by Robert Bell and seconded by Tom Freeman to pursue an ordinance 

subject to a committee’s recommendation.  All were in favor. 

 

A committee was formed consisting of Chairman Tom Freeman, Robert Bell and Judy Hoffer.   A 

meeting will be held between the three to discuss an ordinance. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE: 

N/A 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

PARKS & RECREATION 

N/A 

 

TOWN HALL 

N/A 

 

PUBLIC WORKS 

Chairman Tom Freeman reported that the Seal Coating is now complete.  Ligonier Township 

crew was thanked for working together with the Borough.  Next project will be Leaf Pickup and 

Fort Ligonier Days. 

 

PUBLIC SAFETY / SHADE TREE 

Chief Berger wished to have the Fire Police activated for tomorrow night’s Chamber Event; “The 

Stroll”. 



 

A motion was made by Robert Bell and seconded by Judy Hoffer to activate the fire police for 

“The Stroll” Friday, August 9, 2013.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

FINANCE 

N/A 

 

PERSONNEL / PLANNING COMMISSION 

Chairman James McDonnell reported that personnel are in good shape and good health.  

Everyone is working well; making the town look good; administratively, and otherwise.   

 

McDonnell added that the Planning Commission has its meeting the 4th Monday of the month.  

McDonnell has not seen an agenda but is certain the YMCA project / Excela will be discussed.   

 

NEW BUSINESS 

N/A 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

N/A 

 

COMMENDATIONS & COMMENTS from OFFICERS and DEPARTMENTS 

Public Works Director Paul Fry stated that the Seal Coating went well with the Township and 

that they worked together very well and it was a good experience.  Fry stated that within 7 

hours they applied 8,000 gallons and 225 tons of gravel.   

 

Engineer Ben Faas reported that the YMCA traffic study is not yet complete.  Faas received the 

bus information 2 days ago.  Faas hopes to have it completed next week.   

 

Police Chief John Berger informed Council that there was a need for a new Police Bike by two 

PT Officers.  It was 100% funded by the American Legion.  Chief Berger received a check for 

$1,300 to cover the cost of a bike and accessories.  The old bike was sold for $400 with 

permission from the American Legion, who originally purchased it in 1996.  With some of this 

money two shorts, bike shirts and helmets will be purchased.   

 

Chief Berger spoke about the standoff in Latrobe last month.  Berger was present for 

approximately 18 hours. Berger commented on the respect that the officers from each 

department have for each other as well as the State Police and SWAT Team.   

 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Robert Bell to accept the donation 

and authorize Police Chief John Berger to purchase gear and attire required for the bike.  All 

were in favor.   

President Helterbran thanked all for coming.   

 

MOTION TO ADJOURN 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Robert Bell to adjourn the meeting.  

All were in favor.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:40 PM. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Paul A Fry 

Secretary-Treasurer 

Officer Manager 


