
August 8, 2011 

 

The regular meeting of the Ligonier Borough Council was held Thursday, August 8, 2011 at 7:15 

PM in the Town Hall with Dale Show presiding. 

 

Members Present:  Dale Show, James McDonnell, Kim Shaffer, Robert Helterbran, Robert Bell, 

Sam Banales.  Absent was Tom Freeman. 

 

Others Present:  Secretary-Treasurer Paul Fry, Mayor Ormond “Butch” Bellas, Engineer Ben 

Faas, Solicitor George Welty, Police Chief John Berger, Ligonier Hose Co. #1 Representative Rick 

Shepler. 

 

It was noted that the meeting was started late due to a Conditional Use Hearing held at 6:45 

PM before the meeting tonight.  It was noted also that future Conditional Use Hearings will be 

held earlier at 6:30PM. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A motion was made by Kim Shaffer and seconded by James McDonnell to approve the minutes 

and special minutes of July 14, 2011 as presented.  All of Council was in favor. 

 

BILLS PAYABLE 

A motion was made by Robert Bell and seconded by Kim Shaffer to approve the Bills Payable as 

presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

A motion was made by Sam Banales and seconded by Kim Shaffer to approve the Consent 

Calendar as presented.  The motion carried 6-0. 

 

LV Fire Companies Association: Phil Fleming, Treasurer of LV Fire Companies. Also present was 

Ron Derk and Jeremy Bridge, also members of LV Fire Companies.  LV Fire Companies is an 

organization created by the 4 local independent volunteer fire companies for the purpose of 

raising money.  It is a non-profit organization.  Phil Fleming spoke about the fund raising 

campaign using direct mail with letters going out to over 4,000 residents, property owners, 

businesses and other organizations in the community. Fleming stated that a lot of people turn a 

blind eye to the direct mail fund raiser.  Fleming stated that the LV Fire Companies are not 

asking people to give more but for more people to give. 

 

A motion was made by Kim Shaffer and seconded by Sam Banales that Council supports the LV 

Fire Companies and would encourage residents to support as well.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Southern Alleghenies Art Museum signs:  The topic was tabled from last month’s meeting.  

Southern Alleghenies Art Museum is requesting 1 sign on the Diamond to be placed by Bo-

Peeps Yarn Shop every other Saturday & Sunday starting August through October.  They are 

also asking for one sign December 4-10th, 2011 to promote their Holiday Art Show. 

 

A motion was made Robert Bell and seconded by Sam Banales to approve the request from 

Southern Alleghenies Art Museum but to place the sign at the corner of Town Hall.   All were in 

favor. 



A discussion ensued regarding signs and their placement around the Diamond.  Each sign 

applicant may place up to two signs around the Diamond.  Only two organizations may place 

their two signs around the Diamond at the same time.  Signs may only be placed at NE corner 

by Town Hall and the SW corner by Diamond Shoppes.   

 

A motion was made by Robert Helterbran and seconded by Robert Bell to permit signs to be 

placed only on the NE corner by Town Hall and the SW corner by Diamond Shoppes.  Only one 

sign from each organization may be placed at each above listed corner.  No more than two 

organizations at any one time may place their two signs.  No sign applications will be approved 

prior to 90 days before event.  All of Council was in favor. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

An application for a Temporary Sign permit was received from the LV Football Boosters 

requesting two signs to be placed at the so designated corners listed above on March 17, 2012, 

April 21, 2012, and May 19, 2012 for sub sale. 

 

Application was denied because all dates are over 90 days before sub sales. 

 

It was noted that the Sign Application will be updated to depict the changes. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

PARKS & RECREATION 

It was reported that the Diamond is looking well.  

 

TOWN HALL 

Town Hall is running smoothly.   

Code Enforcement search update:  will have information before the next Council meeting.  

Information will be placed in Council members boxes. 

 

PUBLIC WORKS 

Seal Coating went well. Thanks went out to Ligonier Township for working together with the 

Borough.   

 

PUBLIC SAFETY / SHADE TREE 

Thank you to Dale Show for letting the LV Fire Companies on the Agenda. 

 

FINANCE 

Robert Bell reported that the Finance Committee is getting ready for preparation of Budget 

2012. 

 

PERSONNEL / PLANNING COMMISSION 

James McDonnell reported that all is well with personnel. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Councilman Helterbran questioned the Planning Commission response regarding the Open 

House Signs. 

 

Councilman James McDonnell reported that it was recommended that it should remain status 

quo.   

 



President Show stated that he would like to adjourn tonight’s meeting with an executive 

session for Laborer’s Contract Discussion with no action to be taken. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Jack McDowell read a letter from FLD Inc. requesting to place four 20’ banners for Fort Ligonier 

Days to be located on the 100 block off the Diamond on the 4 quadrants. The banners would be 

up the Thursday through Sunday of Fort Ligonier Days October 13-16, 2011. 

 

A motion was made by Robert Helterbran and seconded by Sam Banales to approve the 

request.  All were in favor. 

 

COMMENDATIONS and COMMENTS from OFFICERS and DEPARTMENTS 

Under the guidelines of the State and Records Retention, Secretary Paul Fry requested Council’s 

permission for the disposition of several boxes of records from 1994-2002 necessary for storage 

space.  With permission granted, the following records would be disposed of; 

Under General Financial Records: 

Account payable files and ledgers; years 1994-2002 

Accounts receivable files and ledger; 1994-2002 

Bank Statements; 1994-2002 

Invoices; 1994-2002 

Cancelled Checks; 1994-2002 

Check Registers; 1994-2002 

Deposit Slips; 1994-2002 

Under Public Works; 

Liquid Fuel Tax Reports; 1994-2002 

Parking Tickets / Violation Letters; 1994-2008 

 

A motion was made by Robert Helterbran and seconded by Robert Bell to approve the request 

from Secretary Paul Fry.  All were in favor. 

 

Ligonier Hose Co. #1 Representative Rick Shepler reported that everything is going well at the 

Fire Department. Shepler stated that tomorrow night would be the Fire Department’s 

wine/cheese fundraiser.  

Shepler reported that all trucks have been certified. 

 

Engineer Ben Faas will discuss with Public Works Director the 1st draft of the map after the 

meeting.  

 

Mayor Ormond “Butch” Bellas reported that letters for high grass are still being sent out.  

 

MOTION TO ADJOURN 

A motion was made by Kim Shaffer and seconded by Robert Helterbran to adjourn to into 

executive session with no action to be taken.  The motion carried unanimously.  Council 

adjourned into executive session @ 8:20 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Paul A Fry 

Secretary-Treasurer 

Office Manager 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 


