
AUGUST 12, 2010 

The regular meeting of the Ligonier Borough Council was held Thursday, August 12, 2010 in the 

Town Hall @ 7:00 PM with Vice President James McDonnell presiding. 

 

Members present: James McDonnell, Kim Shaffer, Robert Helterbran, Robert Bell, Sam Banales 

and Tom Freeman.  Absent was Dale Show. 

 

Others present:  Secretary-Treasurer Office Manager Paul A Fry, Mayor Ormond “Butch” Bellas, 

Engineer Ben Faas, Solicitor George Welty, Police Chief John Berger, Ligonier Hose Co. #1 

representative Graham Fitchko. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A motion was made by Tom Freeman and seconded by Robert Bell to approve the regular and 

special meeting minutes of July 8, 2010 with correction amended.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

BILLS PAYABLE 

A motion was made by Robert Bell and seconded by Sam Banales to approve the Bills Payable 

as presented.  All of Council was in favor. 

 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

A motion was made by Tom Freeman and seconded by Kim Shaffer to approve the Consent 

Calendar as presented.  All were in favor. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Blue Star Project: 

Angela McDonnell reported on the Blue Star Project of the Weeders & Seeders at the flower 

garden in the Municipal Parking Lot -A. The flower garden has been transformed into Valley 

Veterans Park with a blue star memorial marker, & flag pole soon to be installed honoring all 

veterans of the valley; past, present and future.   McDonnell noted that a dedication is 

scheduled for Sunday, August 22, 2010 @ 2PM.  McDonnell noted that Weeders & Seeders 

group will place 3 dozen chairs along outer edge of Park for the dedication ceremony.  

 

A motion was made by Kim Shaffer and seconded by Tom Freeman to authorize Public Works 

Director Paul Fry and Police Chief John Berger to aid the Weeders & Seeders with anything they 

may need for the dedication ceremony.  All of Council was in favor. 

 

Tom Freeman questioned the decision to approve the permit for the storage pod at Indian 

Street. Freeman asked who takes responsibility in result of flooding, the property owner or the 

municipality.  Zoning Officer Chick Cicconi stated that he would be happy to discuss the topic 

with Freeman after the meeting. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Application for Use of Mellon Park was received from St. Michael’s of the Valley for Sunday, 

October 3, 2010 for Pet Blessing @ 1PM. 

 

A motion was made by Kim Shaffer and seconded by Robert Bell to approve the request from 

St. Michael’s of the Valley.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 

Letter received from Bethlen Communities asking permission to hold 2nd Annual Memorial Walk 

for Ando August 21, 2010 with the format the same and the previous year. 



A motion was made by Kim Shaffer and seconded by Robert Helterbran to approve the request 

for the 2nd Annual Memorial Walk for Ando August 21, 2010. 

 

The following requests are from the LV Chamber for their annual events for 2011.   One 

motion will be made for all requests.  

 

Application for Temporary Sign Permit received from the LV Chamber for 4 signs to be placed 

on the Diamond Monday-Thursday each week to promote Thursday evening shopping. 

 

Temporary Sign Permit Application received from the LV Chamber for numerous signs to be 

placed on the Diamond & around town for Ligonier Ice Fest January 22-February 7, 2011 

 

Temporary Sign Permit Application received from the LV Chamber for two signs at Rte 30 and S 

Market June 11, 2011, August 27, 2011 for Antiques on the Diamond. 

 

Temporary Sign Permit Application received from the LV Chamber for 4 signs to be placed E & 

W Main, N Market, Walnut & W Main July 15-23 2011 for Summer in Ligonier Arts & Craft 

Show. 

 

Temporary Sign Permit Application received from the LV Chamber for 4 signs to be placed E & 

W Main, N Market & W Main Streets August 12, 2011 for the Stroll. 

 

Temporary Sign Permit Application received from LV Chamber for many signs to be placed 

around town October 14, 15, 16, 2011 for Fort Ligonier Days. 

 

Temporary Sign Permit Application received from LV Chamber for 5 signs to be placed E & W 

Main, N & S Market, Walnut & W Main Streets November 25-December 4, 2011 for Town Wide 

Open House. 

 

Application for Use of Diamond and Bandstand Facilities received from LV Chamber for Ligonier 

Ice Fest January 22, 23, 2011.  Also requested is electricity for tools & saws, outside restrooms 

and use of Auditorium Saturday for band Concert at 2PM. 

 

Application for Use of Diamond & Bandstand Facilities received from LV Chamber for Antiques 

on the Diamond June 11, 2011 & August 27, 2011 as well as sound system & outdoor 

restrooms. 

 

Application for Use of Diamond & Bandstand Facilities received from LV Chamber for Sundays 

May 29-August 28, 2011 for Summer Band Concerts.  Also requested is electricity, sound 

system (auditorium if rain) outdoor restrooms, permission to close NE Quadrant of Diamond 

during concerts. 

 

Application for Use of Diamond & Bandstand Facilities received from LV Chamber for July 22 & 

23, 2011 Summer in Ligonier Arts & Crafts Show.  Also requested is use of sound system and 

outdoor restrooms. 

 

Application for Use of Diamond & Bandstand Facilities received from LV Chamber for August 12, 

2011 for The Stroll.  Also requested is sound system, bandstand, auditorium, meters bagged 

around Diamond, E & W Main, N & S Market for 1 block for classic cars & permission to close 

100 block to traffic. 

 



Application for Use of Diamond & Bandstand Facilities received from LV Chamber for 

September 11, 2011 Ligonier Highland Games Bag Pipe Concert.  Also requested is sound 

system, bandstand (auditorium if rain). 

Application for Use of Diamond & Bandstand Facilities received from LV Chamber for October 

14, 15, & 16, 2011 for Fort Ligonier Days.  Also requested are bandstand, sound system, 

electricity, town hall community room and auditorium. 

 

Application for Use of Diamond & Bandstand Facilities received from LV Chamber for October 

19-November 1, 2011 for Scarecrows on the Diamond Contest.  It is requested to use the 

lampposts around town for the contest.  

 

Application for Use of Diamond & Bandstand Facilities received from LV Chamber for Friday, 

November 25, 2011 for Light Up Night & Santa’s Arrival.  Also requested are sound system, 

electricity, town hall community room, & auditorium to show films.  

 

Application for Use of Diamond & Bandstand Facilities received from LV Chamber for December 

4, 2011 for Christmas Town-Wide Open House.  Also requested are electricity, auditorium, 

sound system, and outdoor restrooms. 

 

A motion was made by Robert Bell and seconded by Kim Shaffer to approve a maximum of four 

signs advertising LV Chamber events with the exception of Fort Ligonier Days.  The motion is to 

include approval of all other LV Chamber requests listed above.   All of council was in favor. 

 

Well wishes went out to Rachel Roehrig who is leaving the LV Chamber. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

PARKS & RECREATION 

Chairman Sam Banales presented a list of proposed regulations submitted to him by Mayor 

Bellas.   

1. No lawn chairs or furniture unless approved by Borough Council for special 
occasions (band concerts, fort days, parades, etc.) 

2. No loud portable music players (boom boxes, tape players, CD players, etc.) 
unless for a wedding ceremony or otherwise approved by Ligonier Borough 
Council. 

3. No gas, charcoal, or electric grills to be used on the Diamond unless 
approved by Council for special occasions. 

4. No dogs allowed on grass of Diamond.  
A discussion ensued with Council agreeing with all regulations with the exception of #2 because 

it was felt that it would fall under the Ligonier Ordinance for Disturbing the Peace. 

 

Solicitor Welty explained under the Borough Code Chapter 116-3 Protection; regulations; The 

Mayor and council extend to said park (Diamond) the protection of the public peace and 

establish and enforce therein such regulations to preserve public property and obtain peace 

and good order as may be necessary. 

 

Solicitor Welty further stated that the Borough already has the ordinance and what we are 

doing now is enacting or adopting a regulation.  He noted that this is a regulation & Council has 

the power to do this. 

 

 



A motion was made by Kim Shaffer and seconded by Robert Helterbran to establish a regulation 

to section 116-3 for the Diamond.  The motion carried 5-1 with Robert Bell opposing. 

 The regulations are as follows; 

1.) No lawn chairs or furniture unless approved by Borough Council for special 
occasions (band concerts, Fort Days, parades, etc.) 

2.) No gas, charcoal, or electric grills to be used on the Diamond unless 
approved by Council for special occasions. 

3.) No dogs allowed on grass of Diamond.  
TOWN HALL 

Nothing to report 

 

PUBLIC WORKS 

Chairman Tom Freeman reported that the street sealing went well with the help of Ligonier 

Twp.  

Road salt will soon be ordered for the winter.   

Leaf pick up will commence in October.   

 

PUBLIC SAFETY / SHADE TREE 

Kim Shaffer requested a short executive session for personnel matters for public safety.  Also 

requested in executive session are Police Chief John Berger and Mayor Bellas.   Council went 

into executive session @ 7:30PM. 

 

A motion was made by Kim Shaffer and seconded by Robert Helterbran to hire Glen Bard as a 

part-time patrolman for Ligonier Borough Police Force to be used as needed. The motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

Shaffer reported that a workshop will be held September 9th, 2010 in Greensburg for Managing 

a Professional Police Department. The session is all day at a cost of $100.  Chief Berger has 

asked to attend the workshop. 

 

A motion was made by Kim Shaffer and seconded by Tom Freeman to approve Chief Berger to 

attend the workshop September 9th in Greensburg.  All of Council was in favor. 

 

SHADE TREE:  It was reported that a few trees have been lost due to disease.  Paul Fry stated 

that the Honey Locust on N Market Street in Lot A are not looking good. Kim Shaffer stated that 

the dead trees will be taken down and replaced.  A meeting will soon be held to start on the 

winter projects for the Shade Tree. 

 

FINANCE 

Nothing to report 

 

PERSONNEL / PLANNING COMMISSION 

Chairman James McDonnell called for an executive session for personnel after the conclusion of 

tonight’s meeting with no decisions to be made. 

 

Planning Commission:  Commission continues to meet on the 4th Thursday of each month.  The 

commission will begin on the Land Use Development program soon.   

A resignation request was received from Barbara Nalle who had to move out of the Borough.  

The commission will be looking for a replacement. 

 

 



NEW BUSINESS 

Johnson Controls: 

Scott Croft and William Barkley from Johnson Controls were present at the meeting.  Johnson 

Controls handles the agreement for Town Hall to maintain the air handlers & air conditioning 

unit.  It was brought to Secretary-Treasurer Paul Fry’s attention that the controls in Town Hall 

are originals from 1968.  It was noted that when the parts break we will not be able to get parts 

for them.   

William Barkley presented to council the possible savings from conducting an energy audit of all 

the Borough Buildings. 

Barkley specifically spoke on Act 77 – Energy Savings Legislation in the State of PA as well as Act 

129.  Act 129 is legislation in the State of PA that Gov. Rendell mandated to utility companies 

that they must reduce energy output from generation facilities.  

Barkley explained that if interested the Borough must request for qualification. The Borough 

would ask companies to come in such as Johnson Controls and present their capabilities and 

the Borough would then select a company to work with.  The Borough would decide whether to 

move forward to the next step. 

An audit would then be conducted at all the Borough buildings to determine the extent of 

improvements needed for energy savings. A loan would then be taken out for any and all 

improvements and paid back with the energy savings from reduced costs of bills over a certain 

period of time.  

A motion was made by Robert Bell and seconded by Kim Shaffer to advertise for requests of 

qualifications.  The motion carried unanimously. 

Joe Davis - Sub Division: 

Joe Davis of Ross Surveying was present on behalf of Nancy Truitt as well as John and Jamie 

Krupper.  The Kruppers currently have a residential lot currently under re-construction from a 

recent house fire.  Due to lack of space, neighbor Nancy Truitt has agreed to convey to the 

Krupper’s a portion of her residential lot.  The plan is to form two lots out of one from Nancy 

Truitt’s property; lot one being the property that would be conveyed to the Krupper’s as a side 

line addition to their property, it would become part-parcel of their property and lot two would 

contain the improvements that are currently on Nancy Truitt’s lot.  

 

James McDonnell noted that this was recommended by the Planning Commission. 

 

A motion was made by Kim Shaffer and seconded by Robert Helterbran to approve the plan as 

presented and recommended by the Planning Commission.  All present were in favor. 

 

Jim Kunkleman – School District Bus Routes: 

Proposing a tentative bus schedule similar to presently used but attempting to shave some time 

off and eliminate some of the bus traffic through town.  Kunkleman asked Council to consider 

removing the stop sign @ Dice & Vincent Street. 

 

A motion was made by Kim Shaffer and seconded by James McDonnell to remove the stop sign 

@ Dice and Vincent Street on a 90 day trial basis.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

None 

 

COMMENDATIONS & COMMENTS from OFFICERS and DEPARTMENTS 

Secretary-Treasurer Paul Fry thanked Council for listening to the Energy Audit Presentation. 

Paul Fry wished Rachel Roehrig good luck. 

Solicitor Welty also expressed his wishes to Rachel Roehrig. 



Engineer Ben Faas spoke of the upcoming Bethlen Home Construction Project. 

Mayor Ormond “Butch” Bellas presented plaque from the VFW / American Legion for Wounded 

Warrior to be displayed in the Town Hall.  

 

James McDonnell wished to adjourn into executive session for personnel with no action to be 

taken.  

 

MOTION TO ADJOURN 

A motion was made by Kim Shaffer and seconded by Robert Helterbran to adjourn into 

executive session with no action to be taken.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Paul A Fry 

Secretary-Treasurer 

Office Manager 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


