
August 13, 2015 

 

The regular meeting of the Ligonier Borough Council was held Thursday, August 13, 2015 @ 7:00 PM in the 

Ligonier Town Hall with Robert Helterbran presiding. 

 

Members Present:  Robert Helterbran, James McDonnell, Margaret Garland, Judy Hoffer, Matt Smith, Pat 

Scanlon,  and Terry Murphy. 

 

Others Present:  Secretary-Treasurer Paul Fry, Mayor Ormond “Butch” Bellas, Engineer Greg Elliot, Solicitor 

George Welty.  Absent was Chief John Berger and Fire Chief Paul Church. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A motion was made by Pat Scanlon and seconded by Matt Smith to approve the minutes as presented.  All of 

Council was in favor. 

 

BILLS PAYABLE 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Margaret Garland to approve the Bills Payable as 

presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

A motion was made by Judy Hoffer and seconded by Matt Smith to approve the consent calendar as 

presented.   All were in favor. 

 

Presentation: 

Donna Holdorf, executive director of National Road Heritage Corridor briefed Council on a joint project 

between National Road Heritage Corridor and Lincoln Highway Heritage Corridor to team up with state parks 

and forests to increase awareness and stimulate the economy in communities like Ligonier.  Funding for the 

project will be received from the Richard King Mellon Foundation. 

Holdorf added that a community meeting will be held in the future to solicit ideas from residents as to the 

best ways to build a connection between the town and its neighboring parks and forests.   

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

N/A 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Letter received from LV Chamber requesting to use the bandstand and sound system for the Stroll Friday, 

August 14, 2015 and to have the meters on the Diamond and first block of East and West Main Streets bagged 

for the Classic Cars (5-9 pm).  Also requested is to have the first block of the Diamond closed to traffic from 5-9 

pm.  It is requested to park the cars on a slant up and down East and West Main Street and North & South 

Market Streets as well as the Diamond. 

 

A motion was made by Judy Hoffer and seconded by Matt Smith to approve the request and use of Bandstand 

for The Stroll. All of Council was in favor. 

 

Letter received from the LV Chamber of Commerce requesting permission to use the Sound System for 

Antiques on the Diamond, Saturday the 22nd of august, 2015.  The Chamber requests to bag the meters Friday 

evening on the Diamond, West Main and East Main Street as well as the first meter on North Fairfield Street. 

 

A motion was made by Pat Scanlon and seconded by James McDonnell to approve the above request by the 

Chamber.  All were in favor. 

 

Letter received from the Ligonier Hose Co. #1 informing Council of a fund raising event planned at the Fire Hall 

on Saturday, September 26, 2015.  It is requested to close the section of North Fairfield Street in front of the 

Fire Hall from noon until the completion of the event activities approximately mid-night Saturday, September 

26, 2015 

 

A motion was made by Matt Smith and seconded by Pat Scanlon to approve the request for Ligonier Hose Co. 

#1.  All were in favor.  

 



Letter and agreement received from Westmoreland Transit informing the Borough that the community’s local 

share assessment for 2015-2016 will be $840.00. 

 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Judy Hoffer to approve the payment of $840.00 for 

the Borough’s local share assessment for the Westmoreland Transit.  All were in favor. 

 

Letter received from The EADS Group with comments on the final subdivision plan for Dan L and Deborah A 

Flickinger and looking for approval by Council.  

  

It was noted that the plan has been approved by the Planning Committee and recommend Council approve as 

well. 

 

A motion was made by Pat Scanlon and seconded by Judy Hoffer to approve Flickinger Subdivision.  All of 

Council was in favor. 

 

Letter received from the LV Chamber of Commerce requesting permission to schedule Seton Hill Pipe Band on 

the Diamond September 27, 2015 @ 1:00 PM. Use of Auditorium is requested in case of inclement weather. 

 

A motion was made by Matt Smith and seconded by Margaret Garland to approve the LV Chamber’s request.  

All were in favor. 

 

Letter received from the LV Chamber requesting to display pink bows on the lampposts in the Diamond Area, 

the lampposts in front of stores surrounding the Diamond and add pink lights to some trees and shrubs in the 

courtyard during the month of October for support of Breast Cancer Awareness Month. 

 

A motion was made by Pat Scanlon and seconded by Terry Murphy to approve this request from the LV 

Chamber of Commerce.  The motion carried 7-0. 

 

Use of Mellon Park application request was received from St. Michaels of the Valley Episcopal Church to hold a 

Blessing of the Pets in Mellon Park Sunday October 4, 2015 from 12:30 – 2:00 PM.   

 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Judy Hoffer to approve the request for Blessing of 

the Pets at Mellon Park October 4, 2015.  All were in favor. 

 

Richard Flickinger submitted a letter of concern for the proposed cross walks around the Diamond. 

 

A request was received from Photographer Reg Garner, owner of a high end drone who wishes to take aerial 

photographs and video shots of Ligonier Borough. 

 

A discussion ensued. Under the direction of Solicitor Welty, Council was advised to send a letter that the 

Borough has no authority under FAA rules to approve flying drones in the area. They may however drive 

around and take photos. 

 

A motion was made by Terry Murphy and seconded by James McDonnell to send a letter advising that the 

Borough has no authority to authorize the flying of drones. All of Council was in favor. 

 

Ordinance 561: 

Letter received from Special Counsel for the Borough, Daniel J Hewitt of McDonald Snyder, P.C. Attorneys at 

Law reporting that the legal proceedings surrounding the challenged Ordinance No. 561 appear to be at a 

conclusion.   Ordinance No 561 has been confirmed by the Appellate Court system and remains in full force 

and effect in the Borough of Ligonier. The underlying Council approval of Ordinance No. 561 has been upheld 

by the Courts. 

 

Secretary-Treasurer Paul Fry reported that the total court costs for this matter has totaled $5,416.70. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

PARKS & RECREATION 

Rotary is moving forward in obtaining funds for Friendship Park. 

Councilman James McDonnell presented a comprehensive survey for the Borough. 



 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Pat Scanlon to place the comprehensive survey on 

the Borough website as well as have copies available in the office.  All of Council was in favor. 

 

TOWN HALL 

N/A 

 

PUBLIC WORKS 

Margaret Garland reported that the public works crew has finished the seal coating of the streets and have 

been assisting Penn Dot with their project as well as completing line painting for the parking spots around the 

Diamond.   

It was noted that yard waste pick-up will continue on Fridays. 

 

PUBLIC SAFETY / SHADE TREE 

Chairman Matt Smith reported that the Shade Tree committee has been working on several things.  Tree 

Tenders workshop will be coming up soon to teach the citizens about trees. First planting for the Trees for 

Ligonier project will be November 7th. 

 

Chief Berger contacted Matt Smith and reported trouble with availability of the part-time officers as they all 

have other jobs. It was requested to hire another part-time officer.  Candidate is Jordan Miller.   

 

President Robert Helterbran informed all that Chief John Berger is not present tonight because he had a mild 

heart attack today but is doing alright.  

 

A motion was made by Matt Smith and seconded by James McDonnell to hire part-time officer Jordan Miller.  

All of Council was in favor. 

 

FINANCE 

A motion was made by Terry Murphy and seconded by Pat Scanlon to accept the audit as is.  The motion 

carried unanimously.  

 

Terry Murphy reported that he will be meeting with Neil Van Horn Friday. 

 

PERSONNEL / PLANNING COMMITTEE 

N/A 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Resolution 2015-2 

A resolution of the Borough of Ligonier establishing the 2015 dates for the festival and establishing the fee 

schedule for Fort Ligonier Days sales permits based on the provisions of ordinance #556 adopted April 11, 

2013. 

 

Secretary-Treasurer Paul Fry explained that the Resolution sets the sales permit fee to $150 and the total sales 

area is not to exceed 100 square feet.  The Resolution also stipulates that any individual who applies for a 

permit after the August 15, 2015 deadline a late fee of $100 will be added. 

Resolution 2015-2 declares the official dates of the festival as October 9, 10 & 11, 2015. 

 

Fry further explained that ordinance #556 states that the above stipulations must be done every year by 

Resolution.  

 

A motion was made by Judy Hoffer and seconded by Pat Scanlon to approve Resolution 2015-2.  The motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

Clean Ways 

Annual Household Hazardous Waste Collection will be held Saturday, October 3, 2015 from 9:00 am to 2:00 

pm at the Westmoreland County Community College @ 145 Pavilion Lane Youngwood.  The fee for the 

collection for the sponsorship for Ligonier Borough will be $80. 

 



A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Terry Murphy to approve Clean Ways request.  The 

motion carried 7-0. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Richard Flickinger presented arguments for Ordinance #561.  

Solicitor Welty replied that it has already been determined that all proper procedures were followed and all 

questions have been answered and determined by the court. 

 

COMMENDATIONS & COMMENTS from OFFICERS & DEPARTMENTS 

EADS Engineer Greg Elliot presented Concept #8 for approval of the Diamond Project. 

 

A motion was made by Judy Hoffer and seconded by Margaret Garland to approve Concept #8 and authorize 

cost analysis as presented by EADS Engineer Greg Elliot.  All of Council was in favor. 

 

Robert Helterbran wished Chief John Berger well and a speedy recovery. 

 

Mayor Bellas thanked Council for the new police hire. 

 

President Helterbran thanked everyone for coming and noted that next month’s meeting will be September 

10, 2015. 

 

MOTION TO ADJOURN 

A motion was made by Pat Scanlon and seconded by Matt Smith to adjourn the meeting.  All were in favor.  

The meeting was adjourned @ 8:35 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted 

 

Paul A Fry 

Secretary-Treasurer 

Office Manager 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


