
July 11, 2103 

The regular meeting of the Ligonier Borough Council was held Thursday, July 11, 2013 @ 7:00 

PM in the Ligonier Town Hall with Robert Helterbran presiding. 

Members present:  Robert Helterbran, Kim Shaffer, James McDonnell, Judy Hoffer, Robert Bell, 

and Sam St. Clair.  Absent was Tom Freeman. 

 

Others present:  Secretary-Treasurer Paul Fry, Mayor Ormond “Butch” Bellas, Solicitor George 

Welty, and Ligonier Hose Co. #1 Representative Phil Fleming, and Engineer Ben Faas.  Absent 

was Police Chief John Berger. 

 

Approval of Minutes 

A motion was made by Kim Shaffer and seconded by Sam St. Clair to approve the minutes of 

June 13, 2013 as presented.  All of Council was in favor. 

 

BILLS PAYABLE 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Robert Bell to approve the Bills 

Payable as presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

A motion was made by Robert Bell and seconded by Kim Shaffer to approve the Consent 

Calendar.  All were in favor. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

A motion was made by Kim Shaffer and seconded by James McDonnell to adjourn into 

Executive Session for personnel @ 7:03 PM. All were in favor.   

Council returned from Executive Session at 7:30 PM. 

 

President Helterbran wished to establish a time frame for a public hearing for YMCA application 

for a Zoning Change and Zoning Ordinance Amendment. 

 

Solicitor Welty recused himself in representing Council in the Public Hearing for the Zoning 

Change as he has a relationship with Commercial Bank whom has made a donation to the 

YMCA project.   Welty recommended Council have another attorney as the special counsel for 

the Borough in the Zoning matter regarding the YMCA application and public hearing. 

 

A motion was made by Kim Shaffer on the advice of the Borough Solicitor to appoint attorney 

Dan Hewitt as special counsel for the YMCA Zoning Application and related matters.  Robert 

Bell seconded the motion.  All of Council was in favor. 

 

Date for Public Hearing / YMCA: 

A motion was made by Kim Shaffer and seconded by James McDonnell to hold the public 

hearing for this matter on September 16, 2013 at 7:00 AM.  All were in favor. 

 

Invasive Golden Bamboo: 

Judy Hoffer reported that the Bamboo has been contained on East Church Street. 

Robert Bell feels there should be an ordinance against Invasive Golden Bamboo. 

A brief discussion ensued. 

No further action taken. 

 

 



CORRESPONDENCE 

None  

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

PARKS & RECREATION 

N/A 

 

TOWN HALL 

Sam St. Clair reported that bad weather has hindered repairs to the Town Hall roof. 

 

PUBLIC WORKS 

N/A  

 

PUBLIC SAFETY / SHADE TREE 

A motion was made by Kim Shaffer and seconded by James McDonnell to express Council’s 

support of the Ligonier Valley Fire Companies Annual Fund Drive.  All of Council was in favor. 

 

Kim Shaffer reported that the Shade Tree Commission has given out two permits for removal of 

trees raising sidewalks.   Shaffer added that the Shade Tree Commission hopes to trim the trees 

this fall if funds permit; the Shade Tree relies on donations for this project. 

 

FINANCE 

Chairman Robert Bell reported that the Audit has been on display the last 30 for review.   

 

A motion was made by Robert Bell and seconded by James McDonnell to accept the Audit for 

2012.  All were in favor. 

 

The Audit will be published in the local newspaper in condensed form.   

 

PERSONNEL / PLANNING COMMISSION 

Chairman James McDonnell reported that the Borough personnel are in good order.  

McDonnell stated that everyone appreciates the fine job that this relatively small group of 

people does to keep the Borough looking the way it looks.   

 

Planning Commission had an extensive meeting relative to the YMCA Project.  It was 

recommended for Council to hold a public hearing. 

 Next meeting is scheduled for the 22nd of July, 2013.   

 

NEW BUSINESS 

YMCA EXPANSION: 

No action 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Nothing 

 

COMMENDATIONS & COMMENTS from OFFICERS and DEPARTMENTS 

Public Works Director Paul Fry stated that the annual seal coating of the streets will take place 

Wednesday, August 7, 2013.  Thursday, August 8, 2013 will be the rain date.  Fry stated that the 

Borough Website has a list of the roads proposed.  This could deviate slightly due to possible 

extension of MAWC’s  waterline from the YMCA.  

 



SOLICITOR 

N/A 

 

FIRE CHIEF / REP. 

Phil Fleming thanked Council for their support of the Fund Drive. 

 

ENGINEER: 

Ben Faas reported that a draft traffic study will be issued next week for the YMCA project.   

McDonnell questioned if this traffic study includes the school bus schedule. 

Faas is to contact Ligonier Valley School District for bus route information. 

 

POLICE CHIEF 

N/A 

 

MAYOR 

Mayor Bellas reported following up on residents with high grass, garbage.   

 

Patti Campbell complained about high grass and building debris in yard at corner of Cherry / 

East Loyalhanna Street. 

 

MOTION TO ADJOURN 

A motion was made by Robert Bell and seconded by Kim Shaffer to adjourn the meeting.  All of 

Council was in favor.  The meeting adjourned at 8:00 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Paul A Fry 

Secretary-Treasurer 

Office Manager 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


