
June 13, 2013 

 

The regular meeting of the Ligonier Borough Council was held Thursday, June 13, 2013 @ 7:00 

PM in the Ligonier Town Hall with Robert Helterbran presiding. 

Members present:  Robert Helterbran, Kim Shaffer, James McDonnell, Judy Hoffer, Robert Bell, 

Tom Freeman, and Sam St. Clair. 

Others present: Secretary-Treasurer Paul Fry, Mayor Ormond “Butch” Bellas, Engineer Ben 

Faas, Solicitor George Welty, Police Chief John Berger, Ligonier Hose Co. #1 representative Karl 

Horman. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Sam St. Clair to approve the minutes 

of May 9, 2013 as presented.  All of Council was in favor. 

 

BILLS PAYABLE 

A motion was made by Robert Bell and seconded by Tom Freeman to approve the Bills Payable 

as also presented.  The motion carried 7-0. 

 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

A motion was made by Kim Shaffer and seconded by Judy Hoffer to approve the Consent 

Calendar as presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Contractor start time: 

A discussion ensued regarding Dawn Metz’s request for Council to consider delaying contractor 

start time in the Borough to 8:00 AM. 

 

Solicitor Welty explained that he had done some checking and could not find any place that did 

not have a 7:00 AM start time.   

 

A motion was made by Kim Shaffer and seconded by James McDonnell to not change the 

ordinance.  All of Council was in favor. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

John Futey of 245 W Vincent Street requests the Borough to erect handicapped spot in front of 

his house.   

A motion was made by Judy Hoffer and seconded by Kim Shaffer to approve John Futey 

Handicap parking space @ 245 W. Vincent Street.  All were in favor. 

 

PA Hero Walk 

Paul Fry received word from the VFW American Legion that they will be having the Wounded 

Warrior Walk from Bell Street, around the Diamond, and down to the American Legion where 

dinner will be provided to them Wednesday, June 19, 2013 @ 6:30 PM.  Everyone is asked to 

come and support the cause. 

 

A motion was made by Kim Shaffer and seconded by Judy Hoffer to activate the fire police for 

the Wounded Warrior Walk stated above.  All of Council was in favor. 

 



President Robert Helterbran read a letter from Zoning Officer Chick Cicconi offering Council to 

appoint him as an assistant to new Zoning Officer Merle Musick upon his retirement July 4, 

2013. 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Kim Shaffer to allow Chick Cicconi to 

assist newly appointed Zoning Officer Merle Musick.  All were in favor. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS  

PARKS & RECREATION 

Chairman, Judy Hoffer reported that the OutSide Inn group came and helped to spread the 

mulch at the playground. 

 

TOWN HALL 

Chairman Sam St. Clair reported several different issues with Town Hall that the committee 

recommends to be addressed.  St. Clair reported problems with the roof gutters as well as a few 

trees that are causing some damage.   

Proposal was received from Paul Church for some emergency repair of trim rotting at Town 

Hall.   

 

A motion was made by Sam St. Clair and seconded by James McDonnell to perform emergency 

repair of Town Hall Trim by Paul Church.   The motion carried unanimously. 

 

PUBLIC WORKS 

Chairman Tom Freeman reminded residents to cut their brush / trees back so people can see at 

the intersections.   

 

PUBLIC SAFETY / SHADE TREE 

N/A 

Kim Shaffer reported that Flag Day is tomorrow and she supports the proper procedure on 

displaying our American Flag.  Guidelines can be picked up at State Rep. Mike Reese’s office. 

The flag can be flown every day from sunrise to sunset and at night if illuminated properly. 

 

FINANCE 

Chairman Robert Bell reported that the 2012 Audit has been received and will be made 

available for review until next Council meeting on July 11, 2013. 

 

PERSONNEL / PLANNING COMMISSION 

Chairman James McDonnell commented on the passing of former employee Mark Urch. 

Viewing will be Friday, June 14, 2013 @ McCracken Funeral Home and Saturday June 15, 2013 

for the funeral service.   

 

Nicole Chynoweth, intern with Tribune-Review @ Greensburg was present and stated that she 

would be covering things for the Ligonier Echo. 

 

McDonnell finished his report by noting that the Planning Commission will meet next Monday, 

June 24, 2013.   

 

McDonnell called for an executive session on personnel after Public Comment. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Leslie Nemeth of East Church Street was present and discussed invasive Golden Bamboo plants.  

Nemeth’s neighbor planted Bamboo in her backyard approximately 3 years ago.  The bamboo is 



now 3 feet high now.  The bamboo is coming under Nemeth’s sidewalk, under their back porch, 

between her stairs, and spreading up towards the street.   Nemeth wishes to bring to the 

Council’s attention that it can become more than just her problem, but a problem for the town. 

 

Horticulturist Andy Webreck was present and explained to Council how invasive Golden 

Bamboo plants are.  Webreck recommended an ordinance be adopted against growing the 

Golden Bamboo. 

Solicitor Welty explained that right now it is unlawful for any occupant of any property in the 

Borough to permit any grass or weeds or any vegetation whatsoever not edible or planted for 

some use for ornamental purpose to grow or remain upon the premises so as to exceed a 

height of six inches or to throw off any unpleasant or obnoxious odor.   

Any vegetation growing upon any premise in violation of this provision of this section is 

declared to be a nuisance and is detrimental. (Chapter 54)  

 Solicitor Welty noted that it is also addressed in the property maintenance under weeds and 

plant growth. 

Solicitor Welty advised Mrs. Nemeth to contact an attorney herself because he feels that she 

needs advice on her own & that of what the municipality cannot do. 

Welty advised Council to investigate the ordinance and perhaps issue a notice to remove. 

Council decided to further look into the problem until next month’s Council meeting. 

 

Hazardous Waste Collection: 

Notice was received from Westmoreland Cleanways that the Borough’s share will be $40 for 

the Hazardous Waste Collection October 5, 2013 @ Westmoreland County Community College. 

 

A motion was made by Tom Freeman and seconded by James McDonnell to approve $40 to 

Westmoreland Cleanways for the Hazardous Waste Collection October 5, 2013.  All were in 

favor. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Richard Flickinger reported to Council that the Planning Commission is amending the Zoning 

Ordinance with new items for discussion.  Flickinger will make copies and take to the Borough 

office for distribution to Council. 

 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Kim Shaffer for a brief executive 

session for personnel at 7:59 PM.  The motion carried. 

 

Council returned from executive session at 8:25 PM. 

 

 McDonnell explained that the Borough’s Meter Attendant experienced a change in work 

position to traffic enforcement officer. 

 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Kim Shaffer to adjust the Borough’s 

Meter Attendant pay from $9.50 to $11.00 per hour retroactive and effective June 1, 2013.  All 

were in favor. 

 

COMMENDATIONS & COMMENTS from OFFICERS and DEPARTMENTS 

Ligonier Hose Co. #1 representative Karl Horman thanked Council for their continued support.  

The Fire Company is concerned with getting fire trucks / apparatus out during water line 

installation on Fairfield Street.  

Public Works Director Paul Fry is to be in touch with the Municipal Authority to advise the 

Borough as to where and when they come in to allow trucks / apparatus to get through. 



 

EADS Engineer Ben Faas reported that they are doing a review of the storm water plans for 

YMCA. 

Mayor Bellas expressed his concerns regarding the bamboo issue. 

 

Verizon Cell Tower: 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Judy Hoffer to reject $500.00 a 

month offer regarding the Verizon Cell Tower.  All were in favor. 

 

MOTION TO ADJOURN 

A motion was made by Robert Bell and seconded by Judy Hoffer to adjourn the meeting.  All of 

Council was in favor.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:37 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Paul A Fry 

Secretary-Treasurer 

Office Manager 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


