
June 12, 2014 

 

The regular meeting of the Ligonier Borough Council was held Thursday, June 12, 2014 @ 7:00 

PM in the Town Hall with Robert Helterbran presiding. 

 

Members present:  Robert Helterbran, James McDonnell, Sam St Clair, Pat Scanlon and Mike 

Bieterman.  Absent was Judy Hoffer and Matt Smith. 

 

Others present:  Secretary-Treasurer Paul Fry, Mayor Ormond “Butch” Bellas, Solicitor George 

Welty, Police Chief John Berger and EADS Engineer Ben Faas. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A motion was made by Sam St. Clair and seconded by Pat Scanlon to approve the minutes of 

May 8, 2014 as presented.  All of Council was in favor. 

 

BILLS PAYABLE 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Sam St. Clair to approve the Bills 

Payable as also presented.   The motion carried unanimously. 

 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

A motion was made by Pat Scanlon and seconded by Sam St Clair to approve the Consent 

Calendar as presented before Council.  All were in favor. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Ordinance 562: amending sections 145-30 (B) (1) (c) and 145-30 (B) (2) & adding a new section 

145-30 (B) (1)(d) concerning metered parking. 

 

Solicitor Welty read the proposed advertised ordinance.   

 

A motion was made by Sam St Clair and seconded by Pat Scanlon to approve Ordinance 562.  

All were in favor. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

A letter was received from Rita Horrell of the LV Association of Ligonier Churches Crop Walk 

Committee requesting to hold the 22nd Annual Crop Walk Sunday, October 19, 2014 @ 2PM.  

 

A motion was made by James St Clair and seconded by Pat Scanlon to approve request.  All 

present were in favor. 

 

Letter from the LV Education Trust requesting to hold their annual Pie Baking Contest Friday 

August 8, 2014 from 10 AM to noon in the Community Room. Also requested is use of the Town 

Hall Court Yard for Pie Sale in conjunction with the Ligonier Stroll beginning at 5PM and ending 

at 9PM.   

 

A motion was made by Pat Scanlon and seconded by Sam St Clair to approve request from the 

LV Education Trust.  All were in favor. 

 

A request was received from the VFW and American Legion requesting the Borough Police to 

escort the Wounded Warrior Walk on June 25, 2014 @ 6:30 PM.   

 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Pat Scanlon to approve the request 

from the VFW and American Legion. The motion carried unanimously. 

 



A letter of complaint was received from Donald and Kimberly Kramer who purchased a single-

family residence at 243 West Main Street with intentions to convert into offices for Kimberly’s 

financial advisory business, Legacy Wealth Solutions Inc.  Because the permit application was 

filed under professional office use, they are subject to filing for a conditional use permit within 

the C-2 commercial district thus pushing their construction back and adding another $300 to 

their costs. 

Kramer’s letter argued that requiring a conditional use permit for professional offices in an area 

zoned for commercial use seems like an obvious mistake in the zoning ordinance. 

After discussion with Solicitor Welty Council agreed that the Kramers should have applied for 

their building permit with a more accurate financial services use which is a permitted, not 

conditional use in a C-2 district and therefore does not require a public hearing.   

It was suggested that the Kramers meet with Secretary-Treasurer/ Public Works Director Paul 

Fry and Zoning Officer Merle Musick to determine if an amended application noting a financial 

services use would suffice the zoning office.  If not, enough time remains to schedule a 

conditional use hearing during or prior to Council’s July 10 meeting. 

 

Paul Fry reported that he has received the annual request to participate in the Westmoreland 

Cleanways Hazardous Household Waste collection held Saturday, October 4, 2014 @ 

Westmoreland Community College. The Borough would be required to pay a fee of $80. 

 

A motion was made by Sam St Clair and seconded by Pat Scanlon to approve $80 fee to 

Westmoreland Cleanways.  All were in favor. 

 

A request was received from The Mast Year, a local band from Indiana PA, to use the bandstand 

to perform on a Saturday afternoon for no more than four hours.  Two one hour sets would be 

played with set up and break down time included.  Dates requested are either Saturday, July 5 

or Saturday July 26, 2014.  The music is family friendly with no explicit content.   

 

A motion was made by Sam St Clair and seconded by Mike Bieterman to approve the request 

for July 5, 2014.  The motion carried 4-1 with James McDonnell opposing. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

PARKS & RECREATION 

Chairman James McDonnell reported that 113 box woods were damaged on the Diamond from 

the harsh winter.  P&R Committee met and agreed that something is needed to be done.  The 

box woods will be replaced by Hillsview Landscaping hopefully in one day.  Hillsview 

Landscaping has the Diamond Maintenance Contract.   

 

McDonnell thanked Public Works Director Paul Fry for his part in being a facilitator for a 

restorator out of Harrisonburg VA and whose community has a fountain similar to ours which 

was vandalized.   A mold of our fountain was made.   

 

McDonnell reported that two individuals from Leathers & Associates came to check out the 

condition of Friendship Park and reported that the park apparatuses are in remarkably good 

condition.  The fire truck needs some work done on it.  The gentlemen will get back to the 

Rotary with some numbers. 

 

TOWN HALL 

In the absence of Town Hall Chairman Judy Hoffer, committee member James McDonnell 

reported on a group now formed called Ligonier Vendors who have recently rented the Town 

Hall Community Room on 4 separate dates to hold Vendor Shows. McDonnell stated that this 

group has piggy backed on the Chambers events.  This group is charging $60 a table to the 

vendors.  McDonnell stated that the use of the Town Hall is for Civic or Non Profit groups of 

Ligonier Valley.  McDonnell feels it this is not the intention of the Community Room or Borough 



to be a conduit for commercial businesses without permits or a change needs to be made to 

the application. McDonnell finished by stating that this is not sitting well with the local 

Merchants. 

 

A motion was made to reject the application from the Ligonier Vendors for July 19, September 

28, August 23, and November 22, 2014.  The motion carried 5-0.   

 

Another discussion ensued regarding other nonprofit individuals using Town Hall for profit. This 

will be further looked into by the committee and later brought before Council. 

 

PUBLIC WORKS 

Chairman Pat Scanlon reported that the street line painting has been completed.  Grass cutting 

has begun. 

 

PUBLIC SAFETY / SHADE TREE 

N/A 

 

FINANCE 

N/A 

 

PERSONNEL / PLANNING COMMITTEE 

Chairman Sam St Clair reported that the committee has begun negotiations for the Police 

Contract. 

President Robert Helterbran called for an executive session for legal matters @ 8:22 PM with 

no action to be taken. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

N/A 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Richard Flickinger commented on Conditional Use Restrictions described in 42 pages in Article 

7.   Flickinger had questions on the recent Hunter Subdivision. 

 

Secretary-Treasurer Paul Fry replied that he looks for Mr. Hunter and Mr. Davis to come to the 

July Borough Council meeting. Fry added that Mr. Hunter was advised by Mr. Davis that the 

request should set for 30 days to see if there is any appeal after the May 29, 2014 Hearing.   

 

COMMENDATIONS & COMMENTS from OFFICERS & DEPARTMENTS 

N/A 

 

FIRE CHIEF / REP. 

N/A 

 

ENGINEER 

N/A 

 

POLICE CHIEF 

N/A 

 

MAYOR 

Mayor Bellas reminded everyone to keep their grass cut. 

 

Next Council meeting will be July 10, 2014 @ 7:00 PM. 

 



MOTION TO ADJOURN 

A motion was made by Pat Scanlon and seconded by Mike Bieterman to adjourn the meeting.  

All were in favor.  The meeting adjourned @ 8:54 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Paul A Fry 

Secretary-Treasurer 

Office Manager 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


