
June 11, 2009 
 
The regular meeting of the Ligonier Borough Council was held Thursday, June 11, 2009 
@ 7:00 PM in the Town Hall with President Dale Show presiding. 
 
Members Present:  Dale Show, James McDonnell, Kim Shaffer, Robert Helterbran, Sam 
Banales, Tom Freeman.  Absent was Robert Bell due to illness. 
 
Others Present: Secretary-Treasurer Paul Fry, Mayor Ormond “Butch” Bellas, Engineer 
Dan Hockenberry, Solicitor George Welty, Police Chief John Berger, Ligonier Hose Co. 
#1 representative Chris Tantlinger. 
 
MINUTES 
A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Tom Freeman to approve the 
minutes of May 14, 2009 as presented.  All of Council was in favor. 
 
BILLS PAYABLE 
A motion was made by Tom Freeman and seconded by Kim Shaffer to approve the bills 
payable.  The motion carried 6-0.  
 
CONSENT CALENDAR 
A motion was made by Tom Freeman and seconded by Sam Banales to approve the 
consent calendar as presented.  All of Council was in favor. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
Nothing  
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
Notice received from Westmoreland Cleanways regarding the annual Household 
Hazardous Waste Collection is to be held Saturday, October 3, 2009 from 9AM – 2 PM 
and held at the Westmoreland Fairgrounds.  Ligonier Borough’s share of this event is 
$160.00. 
 
A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Kim Shaffer to approve the 
$160 for the Borough’s share of cost for the Household Hazardous Waste Collection 
Saturday, October 3, 2009.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Letter received from the LV Chamber requesting permission to use the Bandstand and 
town for the STROLL to be held Friday, August 14, 2009 from 5PM – 9PM.  Restaurants 
will be encouraged to serve food outside in front of their establishments.  Music will be 
played on the bandstand at 8PM.  Merchants will have blanket permission for sidewalk 
sales all day.  Included in the request was permission for signs to be placed in 
advertisement  @ corners of Diamond, corner of Walnut & W Main Streets as well as the 
request to have the parking meters on the Diamond and the first block of east and West 
Main Streets bagged for the Classic Cars from 5-9 PM. 
 
A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Robert Helterbran to approve 
the request from the LV Chamber for the STROLL.  The motion carried 6-0. 
 
Letter received from the FVW and the American Legion in regards to PA Hero Walk.  
PA Hero walk will kickoff on June 20, 2009 at Philadelphia Philly’s home game and will 
conclude at a benefit concert at Valley High School in New Kensington PA on July 4, 
2009.  The Walk is scheduled to pass through Ligonier Borough at 7 AM on July 2, 2009 
at which time permission is requested for the Borough Police to escort the wounded 
warriors down E. Main St. around the Diamond to W. Main Street and end at the 
American Legion. Ligonier Hose Co. #1 and fire police are willing to help at the 
intersections.  It is unknown how many walkers will be participating at this time.   
 
A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Kim Shaffer to approve the 
request and support the project.  All were in favor. 
 



A letter was received from the Laurel Highlands Region Antique Automobile Club of 
America requesting permission to have reserved parking for the cars around the Diamond 
and on East Main Street June 28, 2009 for their Display of Antique / Classic Cars and 
fund raising dinner held at the Town Hall Community Room.  It is requested for the 
meters to be bagged from 3PM to 7PM. 
 
A motion was made by Robert Helterbran and seconded by Tom Freeman to bag the 
meters only in Lot B and C and if needed to close down a section of S. Fairfield Street at 
Chief Berger’s discretion.  All of Council was in favor. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
PARKS & RECREATION 
Nothing 
 
TOWN HALL 
Nothing 
 
PUBLIC WORKS 
It was reported that the new one-ton Ford F-350 is now in service. 
 
PUBLIC SAFETY / SHADE TREE 
Chairman Kim Shaffer reported that the Fire Department received a grant for Laptop 
Computers.  The fire department is asking the Borough to contribute up to $3,145 for 
software.   
 
Funding for the software will be discussed next month. 
 
It was reported that Chief John Berger was selected from the Attorney General’s Office 
as the Westmoreland County participant in the PA Narcotic Officer’s Association Top 
Gun program.  
 
A motion was made by Kim Shaffer and seconded by James McDonnell to approve 
paying Chief Berger’s one week salary to enable him to go to the training. All were in 
favor. 
 
FINANCE 
James McDonnell reported that the Town Hall Fund is still climbing. According to 
Guyasuta the fund is back to “even”.  
It was reported that Robert Bell is doing well after his recent heart attack and triple 
bypass surgery.   
 
PERSONNEL / PLANNING COMMISSION 
Nothing for Personnel 
Planning Commission:  Weller Field Project was changed to meet the Borough 
Engineer’s recommendation of no parking spaces on Fairfield St. 
 
A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Tom Freeman to accept the 
revised plans by Markosky Engineering for Weller Field.  The motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Zoning Ordinance:  The “Draft” Zoning Ordinance is out for review by EPD. 
 
A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Kim Shaffer to have JD 
Schwartz forward the Zoning Ordinance Draft to Westmoreland County Department of 
Planning and Development for review. All of Council was in favor. 
 
Curfew Ordinance: Presented by Mayor Bellas and Solicitor George Welty for 
discussion.   
Councilman Sam Banales stated he is against the proposed ordinance because he feels 
that prior police reports do not justify for such an ordinance. 
 



A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Kim Shaffer to adopt the 
proposed Curfew Ordinance and advertise for July meeting. The motion carried 5-1 with 
Sam Banales opposing. 
 
Outdoor Dining Ordinance Draft: 
The Outdoor Dining Ordinance Draft was presented for review.  After a lengthy 
discussion it was decided a committee meeting with Solicitor Welty would be held to 
shorten the ordinance as well as to include the Business Owners input before next 
Council meeting. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Diane Cipa questioned the Outdoor Dining Ordinance and asked what is considered 
tangible property.  She suggested that this be added to the Ordinance #414. 
 
COMMENDATIONS & COMMENTS 
Secretary-Treasurer / Public Works 
Nothing 
 
SOLICITOR 
Nothing 
 
FIRE CHIEF / REP. 
Representative Chris Tantlinger thanked Council for all they do for the Fire Dept. and 
reported that the Fire Co.’s new website is up.  He reported new members are joining the 
fire department.  
 
ENGINEER 
Eads Engineer Dan Hockenberry reported that the Weller Field project was reviewed and 
is now approved by Ben Faas.  
Water Grant is still pending. 
 
POLICE CHIEF 
Chief John Berger thanked Council for approving his one week salary to attend the Top 
Gun Training. Chief Berger commented on Mike Matrunics recently being appointed  
Police Chief at Ligonier Township. 
 
MAYOR 
Mayor Bellas also thanked Council for approving Chief Berger’s one week salary to 
attend the Top Gun Training. Bellas also commended Mike Matrunics for Police Chief 
position at Ligonier Township.  
Mayor finished by reminding all to please cut their grass. 
 
PRESIDENT 
President Dale Show commented on Jennifer Sompko’s presentation at the LV Library 
pertaining to Highway Drive Inns.  Council is invited to come and see it.  
 
MOTION TO ADJOURN 
A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Kim Shaffer to adjourn.  All 
of council was in favor.  The meeting adjourned at 9 PM. 

 
Respectfully submitted. 

 
 
 

Paul A. Fry 
Secretary-Treasurer 

Office Manager 
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