
May 13, 2010 

 

The regular meeting of the Ligonier Borough Council was held Thursday, May 13, 2010 in the 

Town Hall @ 7:00 PM with President Dale Show presiding. 

 

Members Present:  Dale Show, James McDonnell, Kim Shaffer, Robert Helterbran, Robert Bell, 

Sam Banales, & Tom Freeman. 

 

Other Present:  Secretary-Treasurer Paul Fry, Mayor Ormond “Butch” Bellas, Solicitor George 

Welty, Police Chief John Berger and Ligonier Hose Co. #1 Representative Damian Hart. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A motion was made by Kim Shaffer and seconded by James McDonnell to approve the minutes 

of April 8, 2010 as presented.  All of Council was in favor. 

 

BILLS PAYABLE 

A motion was made by Robert Bell and seconded by Kim Shaffer to approve the bills payable as 

presented.  All were in favor. 

 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Tom Freeman to approve the 

Consent Calendar as presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Handicapped Parking @ VFW: 

A motion was made by Robert Bell and seconded by James McDonnell to approve a permanent 

handicapped parking spot @ VFW.  All of council was in favor. 

 

Executive Session 

Council President Dale Show called for an executive session. 

A motion was made by Kim Shaffer and seconded by James McDonnell for a brief executive 

session for personnel. All were in favor. 

 

President Show reported having received a letter from James Meade wishing to serve on the 

Zoning Hearing Board as well as a letter from Marsha Clark expressing interest in serving with 

the Zoning Hearing Board as an alternate.  

 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Tom Freeman to appoint James 

Meade to serve on the Zoning Hearing Board.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

A motion was made by Robert Bell and seconded by Kim Shaffer to appoint Marsha Clark to 

serve as alternate on the Zoning Hearing Board.  The motion carried 7-0. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

A letter was received from the Association of Church’s CROP Walk Committee requesting 

permission to hold the 18th Annual CROP Walk Sunday, October 17, 2010.  The Walk will begin 

at 2PM at St. James Lutheran Church.  Walkers will follow a mapped route through the 

Borough. 

 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Sam Banales to approve the CROP 

Walk Sunday, October 17, 2010.  All were in favor. 



 

A letter was received from the Walk Now for Autism, Laurel Highlands Walk to be held in 

Storybook Forest, Idlewild Park May 23, 2010.  In effort to build community support, permission 

is requested to decorate lamp posts around the diamond Friday May 14, 2010 with removal 

Sunday May 23, 2010. 

 

A motion was made by Kim Shaffer and seconded by Tom Freeman to approve the request.  All 

of Council was in favor. 

 

An application for Use of Diamond and Bandstand facilities for the annual Memorial Day Parade 

May 31, 2010 @ 11:00 AM. 

 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Kim Shaffer to approve and activate 

the fire police for the annual Memorial Day Parade.  The motion carried 7-0.   

 

Request received from the Ligonier Hose Co. #1 requesting to close down N. Fairfield St., June 

12, 2010 between West Church and Bank Alley for their annual auction.  

 

A motion was made by Kim Shaffer and seconded by James McDonnell to approve the request 

from the Ligonier Hose Co. #1.  All were in favor. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

PARKS & RECREATION 

Nothing to report 

 

TOWN HALL 

Nothing to report 

 

PUBLIC WORKS 

Tom Freeman reported that the Public Works crew has been very busy with the recent wind 

storms.  The crew has been busy collecting branches totaling 30 loads collected in two weeks.  

 

PUBLIC SAFETY / SHADE TREE 

Nothing for Public Safety. 

A meeting for the Shade Tree Committee will be held in May with a report in June.  

 

FINANCE 

Chairman Robert Bell reported that the Town Hall Fund is slowly growing.  As of April 30, the 

Town Hall Fund is just under four million dollars.  

 

PERSONNEL / PLANNING COMMISSION  

James McDonnell reported all personnel are fine and working well. 

McDonnell reported that a public hearing will be held Monday, May 17, 2010 @ 7PM in the 

Town Hall for the Zoning Ordinance. 

 

May 27th EPD is being awarded by Growing Greener for their hard work with development of 

the Zoning Ordinances for Ligonier Borough.  

 

Solicitor George Welty explained the procedures for the Public Hearing for the Zoning 

Ordinances to be held May 17, 2010. 

 



 

NEW BUSINESS 

None 

 

COMMENDATIONS & COMMENTS from OFFICERS and DEPARTMENTS 

Secretary-Treasurer Paul Fry reported that he and Bookkeeper Jan Shaw met with FEMA and 

PEMA @ Westmoreland Dept. of Public Safety.  $27,000 was submitted.  Fry noted that it will 

be a 6-8 month process.   

 

Paul reported having the Department of Corrections in town painting the stop signs and meter 

posts last week.  

 

Solicitor George Welty stated a letter was received from FEMA regarding the Flood Plain 

Insurance plan and requested the Borough attend a meeting May 25th, 2010 @ the Donahue 

Center. 

 

A motion was made by Kim Shaffer and seconded by Tom Freeman to send Solicitor Welty, 

Secretary-Treasurer Paul Fry and Engineer Ben Faas to the meeting May 25, 2010 with FEMA.  

All of Council was in favor. 

 

Ligonier Hose Co. #1 representative Damian Hart reported that they will be testing the 

Emergency Siren June 4 & 5, 2010.  The public will be notified that it will be a three minute 

blast. 

 

Engineer Ben Faas reported that he is currently seeking funding sources for the GIS mapping 

project.  

 

Police Chief John Berger reported that the security camera installation from Rampart Security 

will proceed at the police station.  Presently four cameras will be installed with the capability 

for up to nine cameras.  Funding has been obtained for the cameras.  A state of the art system 

is being installed for $2,000.00.  

 

Mayor Ormond Bellas reported that he sent a copy of the tape of the recent cross walk accident 

to PennDot with a few suggestions.  

 

It was suggested that Police Chief John Berger speak with LVSD Transportation Department -

James Marnell in the fall in regards to the timing of School Buses leaving the schools and the 

congestion of buses on the Diamond. 

 

President Show thanked everyone for their hard work. 

 

MOTION TO ADJOURN 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Kim Shaffer to adjourn the meeting.  

The motion carried unanimously.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:57 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Paul A. Fry 

Secretary-Treasurer 

Office Manager 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


