
May 12, 2011 

The regular meeting of the Ligonier Borough Council was Thursday, May 12, 2011 @ 7PM in the 

Town Hall with Vice President James McDonnell presiding. 

Members Present:  James McDonnell, Kim Shaffer, Robert Helterbran, Robert Bell, Tom 

Freeman.  Absent were Dale Show and Sam Banales. 

Others Present:  Secretary-Treasurer Paul Fry, Mayor Ormond “Butch” Bellas, Engineer Ben 

Faas, Solicitor George Welty, and Police Chief John Berger. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A motion was made by Tom Freeman and seconded by Kim Shaffer to approve the special and 

regularly scheduled meeting minutes of April 14, 2011.  All were in favor. 

 

BILLS PAYABLE 

A motion was made by Robert Bell and seconded by Robert Helterbran to pay the bills as 

presented.  All of Council was in favor. 

 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

A motion was made by Tom Freeman and seconded by Kim Shaffer to approve the Consent 

Calendar as presented.  All were in favor. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Ordinances #548, #549, #550 updating the Borough Code and fee schedule: 

 

#548 amending the Code of the Borough of Ligonier regarding Building Permit fees 

A motion was made by Robert Helterbran and seconded by Tom Freeman to enact Ordinance 

#548.  All were in favor. 

 

#549 amending the Code of the Borough of Ligonier to change the fees for accident reports 

A motion was made by Robert Bell and seconded by Kim Shaffer to enact Ordinance #549.  The 

motion carried unanimously. 

 

#550 amending the Code of the Borough of Ligonier by deleting and repealing chapter 58 

Building Permits and by deleting and repealing chapter 128 entitled Sewers. 

A motion was made by Kim Shaffer and seconded by Robert Helterbran to enact Ordinance 

#550.  All were in favor. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

A request from Planning Commission member, Patti Campbell was received asking to attend an 

open legislative call and planner’s day meeting May 23, 2011 in Harrisburg.   Campbell asked 

the Borough to pay part of the fee. 

 

No action taken. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

PARKS & RECREATION 

The walkway around the outer Diamond was briefly discussed in regards to the idea of reducing 

the radius and rebuild brick walkway. 

Other ideas were discussed as well including placing large boulders in various locations on the 

Diamond.   



Public Works Director Paul Fry stated that since the recent adoption of the new rules, 

regulations and restrictions with Penn Dot that it has helped with the damage.  

 

Paul Fry is to contact Mr. Dean from Penn Dot to see if large trucks are required to have bonds 

secured for state roads and what all it covers if there is damage to the roads. 

 

TOWN HALL 

Nothing  

 

PUBLIC WORKS 

Street painting has begun as well as mowing. 

 

PUBLIC SAFETY / SHADE TREE 

Kim Shaffer reported that it was brought to her attention that this is the year to purchase a new 

police car.  Police Chief John Berger is to check into prices and then alert the police committee.  

 

The Shade Tree began planting trees today.  No complaints were received from any property 

owners on North Market Street.  Two donations were received.  Matson did a great job 

removing the stumps.   

 

FINANCE 

Nothing to report. 

 

Councilman Robert Bell informed council on a recent article he read online regarding Blighted 

Properties:   

Legislation passed April 25, 2011 called Neighborhood Blight Reclamation and Revitalization 

Act.  This Act gives municipality a little more “teeth” to go after blighted properties by filing 

liens against the property owners.  This lien can also be attached to any other properties that 

the person owns including personal finance & other assets.  Robert Bell felt that this legislation 

could be beneficial to Ligonier Borough. 

Kim Shaffer stated that she would get a copy. 

 

PERSONNEL / PLANNING COMMISSION 

Chairman James McDonnell reported that Town Hall Custodian Mark Urch is back to work after 

a few days off.  Urch seems to feeling just fine. 

 

Planning Commission: 

McDonnell reported that the Planning Commission is working with some definitions on some of 

the issues of the ordinances recently passed.   

 

Tom Freeman requested to update a Ligonier Borough ordinance regarding the new Housing 

Development and that there are no requirements for fire hydrants.  

 EADS Engineer Ben Faas reported that the houses being built are Code related and possibly will 

be sprinkled.   

A lengthy discussion ensued regarding the topic with Council deciding to meet with Monsignor 

Charnoki to question Holy Trinity’s willingness to grant the developer a right-a-way through 

their property for underground utilities.   

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Nothing 

 



PUBLIC COMMENT 

Councilman Robert Helterbran suggested Council come up with a game plan on what to do 

about the Diamond truck problem before proceeding with any engineering plans.    

 

COMMENDATIONS and COMMENTS from OFFICERS and DEPARTMENTS 

Eads Engineer Ben Faas reported that the second round of H20 grant funding request were 

considered at CFA’s November 2010 meeting and it was announced on May 5th that Ligonier 

Borough application was not successful. 

 

Ligonier Base Mapping (GIS):  The Borough was notified by letter dated April 29, 2011 

indicating that the request was fully funded.  If the terms of the agreement are acceptable, the 

agreement should be signed and returned indicating acceptance of grant.  

 

Armory Dev elopement:  Engineer waiting for schedule for construction from the Developer. 

 

Police Chief John Berger reported that the 2009 police car was repaired from hail damage. 

Local Megan’s Law violator was handled extremely well by officer Barbie Howard.   

 

Mayor Butch Bellas reported sending out letters for high grass. 

 

MOTION TO ADJOURN 

A motion was made by Kim Shaffer and seconded by Robert Bell to adjourn the meeting.  All 

were in favor.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:54 PM. 

 

Respectfully Submitted 

 

 

Paul A Fry 

Secretary-Treasurer 

Officer Manager 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


