
May 10, 2012 

 

The regular meeting of the Ligonier Borough Council was held Thursday, May 10, 2012 @ 7 PM 

in the Town Hall with Robert Helterbran presiding. 

 

Members present:  Robert Helterbran, Kim Shaffer, James McDonnell, Judy Hoffer, Robert Bell, 

Tom Freeman and Sam St. Clair. 

 

Others present:  Secretary-Treasurer Paul Fry, Mayor Ormond “Butch” Bellas, & Solicitor 

George Welty.  Police Chief John Berger was hosting a drug class for the county. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Sam St. Clair to approve the minutes 

of April 12, 2012.  All of Council was in favor. 

 

BILLS PAYABLE 

A motion was made by Robert Bell and seconded by Tom Freeman to approve the Bills Payable 

as presented.  All were in favor. 

 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

A motion was made by Kim Shaffer and seconded by Judy Hoffer to approve the Consent 

Calendar as presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Killed in Service – Insurance Policy update: 

Solicitor Welty explained briefly that the Police Pension Killed in Service policy needs changed 

because of a change in the State Law; the State will cover.  Until amendment to our pension is 

made, the Borough will pay the premium but a refund will be sent.  Solicitor Welty stated that 

he will advertise the ordinance #534 for next month’s meeting. 

 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Tom Freeman to authorize Solicitor 

Welty to advertise the amendment for the Police Pension for the June 2012 meeting.  All of 

Council was in favor. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

An application for Use of Diamond and Bandstand Facilities was received from Panorama – 

(LVMS Photography Club) to use the Bandstand Monday, May 21, 2012 from 3-7 PM for a 

Photography Show. 

 

A motion was made by Tom Freeman and seconded by Kim Shaffer to approve the request.  The 

motion carried unanimously. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

PARKS & RECREATION  

N/A 

 

TOWN HALL 

Chairman Sam St. Clair reported that the Town Hall roof has been repaired. 

 



St. Clair along with the Town Hall Committee proposed new rental fees for the Town Hall 

auditorium and community room.  It was reported that the fees have not been changed for 

quite a few years.  The changes are needed to cover Town Hall’s expenses for use of the rooms. 

               Old              New 

The rental for the Auditorium will rise from           $50      -       $150 

Community Room without Kitchen                          $15      -        $ 50     (civic & non-profit groups) 

Community Room w/out Kitchen Private Parties $100     -       $200    (+ $100 refundable deposit) 

Community Room & Kitchen (civic & non-profit)  $ 20     -        $100    (civic & non-profit groups) 

                               Banquets $50 & Private Parties $150    -        $250    Banquets & Private Parties 

            (+ $100 refundable deposit) 

A motion was made by Sam St. Clair and seconded by James McDonnell to change the fees for 

the Auditorium and Community Room as noted above.  All of Council was in favor. 

 

It was noted that all previously reserved rooms for the remainder of the year will stay with the 

old fees but any new reservations coming in after properly advertising the change, will be with 

the new fees.   

 

PUBLIC WORKS 

Chairman Tom Freeman reported that the brush pick up on Fridays will continue.  

Freeman also stated Public Works has a few old vehicles in need of being replaced. 

 

Freeman presented a request from Somerset Trust for two parking spots for sight visibility and 

safety, one for Somerset Bank Couriers.  Somerset would like to pay for the end spot to close it 

down and paint it N/P. Somerset then proposes to purchase the second spot for bank couriers.   

 

A discussion ensued regarding the matter with Solicitor Welty suggesting that Council may 

accept donations but we do not have the right to sell spots on a state road.   

 

A motion was made by Sam St. Clair and seconded by Judy Hoffer to make the 1st spot in 

question a N/P spot.  A roll call vote was taken with Robert Bell, James McDonnell, Robert 

Helterbran and Kim Shaffer voting no and Tom Freeman, Sam St. Clair and Judy Hoffer voting 

yes.  The motion did not carry. 

 

Tom Freeman brought up another issue at the intersection of W. Main and Fairfield – right turn 

only.  Freeman stated under the advice of Public’s Work Director Paul Fry, it is requested to see 

the right turn only eliminated. 

 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Kim Shaffer to keep the Right Turn 

Only at the intersection of W. Main and Fairfield as is until Mayor Bellas gets a report back from 

Penndot in regards to making it a 4-way stop.  A roll call vote again was taken with Tom 

Freeman and Judy Hoffer opposing.  The motion carried 5-2. 

 

PUBLIC SAFETY 

Chair Kim Shaffer reported that Public Safety had a committee meeting for personnel matters. 

Paul Fry reported that a Grapple bucket for brush pick up was purchased through grant money 

recently received. 

 

FINANCE 

N/A 

 

 



PERSONNEL / PLANNING COMMISSION 

Chairman James McDonnell asked for two executive sessions for personnel.  McDonnell 

explained the need for one now with a determination to be made upon return and the other to 

be held at the end of the meeting with no action to be taken. 

 

McDonnell reported that the Planning Commission was reviewing an application for a zoning 

issue.   

McDonnell added that the Planning Commission is in the process of looking at some of the 

ordinances that could require an adjustment.  Any input may be put in writing and given to the 

Planning Commission.  

 

Council excused for executive session on Personnel at 7:31 PM and returned @ 7:40 PM. 

 

It was announced that the Borough is accepting applications for 1st shift custodian until 5-31-

2012. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Jan Carlin of 218 Bunger St. discussed the RV Ordinance & explained her concerns on learning 

that it has been dismissed. Carlin voiced that it is not a neighborhood dispute but a matter of a 

neighbor dumping grey water & raw sewage from his RV into a surface drain directly behind her 

house.  

 

Secretary-Treasurer Paul Fry reported that when Carlin’s husband first voiced his concerns, Paul 

Kovac from the Municipal Authority of Westmoreland County was summoned to come up and 

investigate.  Mr. Kovacs reported that where the discharge pipe was going in to was not a 

French drain but a clean out/view port on the customer’s sanitary sewer line that was installed 

back in 2001 and met the approval of the Municipal Authority of Westmoreland County.  Fry 

finished by telling Carlin that he would meet her there and show her what he is speaking of.   

 

President Helterbran explained to Carlin that the Planning Commission had spent an extensive 

amount of time on the RV issue and had brought an ordinance before Council. The ordinance 

was voted down.  

 

George Kerezi was present at the meeting and spoke about a memorial bench for Arch 

Sweeney.  Kerezi questioned Council if it were permissible to place a memorial bench against 

the bandstand.  

 

A discussion ensued with Council determining that a bench cannot be placed against the 

bandstand.  Kerezi was informed that memorial plaques for benches in the Town Hall Courtyard 

or memorial trees may be purchased for a set fee.   

 

EADS Engineer Ben Faas reported that EADS is still working on MS-4 Storm Sewer Report. 

 

Police Chief John Berger is absent from the meeting to host a Drug Class for the County. 

 

Mayor Bellas reported that a lot of people are not cleaning up their dog waste when walking 

their dogs.  

Bellas reminded residents to keep their grass mowed. Bellas also reported receiving several 

complaints on garbage. 

 

 



MOTION TO ADJOURN 

A motion was made by Robert Bell and seconded by James McDonnell to adjourn into executive 

session for personnel with no action to be taken.  The motion carried unanimously.  Council 

adjourned into executive session @ 8:14 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Paul A Fry 

Secretary-Treasurer 

Office Manager 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


