
April 14, 2011 

The regular meeting of the Ligonier Borough Council was held Thursday, April 14, 2011 @ 7PM 

in the Town Hall with President Dale Show presiding. 

 

Members Present:  Dale Show, James McDonnell, Robert Helterbran, Robert Bell, Sam Banales, 

and Tom Freeman.  Absent was Kim Shaffer. 

 

Others Present:  Secretary-Treasurer Paul Fry, Solicitor George Welty, Police Chief John Berger, 

Mayor Ormond “Butch” Bellas and Ligonier Hose Co. #1 Representative Chris Stouffer. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Robert Helterbran to approve the 

minutes of March 10, 2011.   The motion carried unanimously. 

 

BILLS PAYABLE 

A motion was made by Robert Bell and seconded by Sam Banales to approve the Bills Payable 

as presented.  All of Council was in favor.  

 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Tom Freeman to approve the 

Consent Calendar as presented.  All were in favor.  

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Stop Sign Ordinance #54: 

Solicitor Welty read the Stop Sign Ordinance #547. 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Tom Freeman to approve the 

Stop Sign Ordinance #547.  The motion carried 5-1 with Sam Banales opposing. 

Banners: 

A discussion ensued regarding the negative feedback from placing Banners on the Bandstand. 

 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Robert Helterbran to no longer 

permit Banners to be hung on the Bandstand.  All were in favor. 

 

A motion was made by Robert Helterbran and seconded by James McDonnell to revoke the 

motion made at last month’s meeting to allow Banners on the Bandstand for National Day of 

Prayer.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

A motion was made by Robert Helterbran and seconded by James McDonnell to adopt 

Resolution 2-2011 which prohibits banners on the Bandstand & Diamond Park area.  All were in 

favor. 

 

Borough Code: 

A motion was made by Robert Bell and seconded by Jim McDonnell to do bookkeeping to 

amend Borough Code regarding Building Permits and to change the fee for accident reports 

from $5 to $15.00.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Tom Beckman requested to use the Bandstand June 3, June 9, June 16, June 23, July 21 and July 

28, 2011 from 7-9PM to perform acoustic solo guitar music.  Also requested is bandstand lights 

and power.  2x3 sandwich board signs are requested to be place on Diamond to advertise. 

 



A discussion ensued.  It was pointed out that sign permits are for non-profit organizations.  Mr. 

Beckman has not established a place of business for the selling of his CD’s.  Therefore, Beckman 

should not be permitted to sell his CD’s unless he obtains a Peddler’s Permit from the Borough 

office.   

 

A motion was made by Tom Freeman and seconded by Robert Bell to grant Tom Beckman 

permission to sing on the Diamond on the above listed dates, but with no signs and no selling 

CD’s unless he obtains a Peddler’s Permit.   The motion carried unanimously. 

 

A letter was received from the Valley Players of Ligonier asking to use 4 parking spaces directly 

in front of the theater for their Chuckwagon BBQ august 13, 2011.  Valley Players are also 

asking to use props or hay bales in the area outside the theater on the sidewalk without 

impeding walkway. 

 

A motion was made by Jim McDonnell and seconded by Robert Helterbran to approve the 

request.  All were in favor. 

 

A request was received from the Freedom from Religion group to put up banners on the 

Diamond May 5, 2011. 

 

A motion was made by Robert Helterbran and seconded by Sam Banales to not approve due to 

the earlier decision to no longer permit any banners on the Diamond.  All were in favor. 

 

A letter was received from the Ligonier Valley Association of Churches requesting to hold their 

annual CROP Walk Sunday, October, 23, 2011. 

 

No motion was needed to approve the request. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

PARKS & RECRETATION 

It was reported that the Diamond is looking good. 

 

TOWN HALL 

A motion was made by Robert Helterbran and seconded by Sam Banales to accept the bid of 

$4,860.00 from Johnson Controls for top end repairs on chiller.  The motion carried with all in 

favor. 

It was reported that repairs will be made to Town Hall roof. 

Three camera bids were refused for now. 

Councilman Robert Helterbran is to look into other avenues for Building inspections and will 

contact his sources for a new proposal. 

 

PUBLIC WORKS 

It was reported that the Public Works crew is in summer mode. 

 

PUBLIC SAFETY / SHADE TREE 

Robert Helterbran called for a brief executive session at 7:50 PM for personnel.  Council 

returned from executive session at 8:15 PM. 

 

A motion was made by Robert Helterbran and seconded by Sam Banales to hire Brett Markle as 

a part-time police officer.  The motion carried with Dale Show abstaining. 

Paul Fry reported that 12 trees were removed from the Borough with the help of Scott Matson. 



Peddler Permits: 

The need to change the Borough Peddler’s Permit application was brought up with the current 

ongoing demand for such permits due to the recent hail storm and influx of contractors in the 

area.  The change is to add PA Contractor’s License, Certificate of Insurance showing Ligonier 

Borough as additional insured and to provide a Criminal History Report. 

 

A motion was made by Robert Bell and seconded by Robert Helterbran to amend the Borough 

Peddler’s Permit to reflect the changes made above.  All were in favor. 

 

FINANCE 

The DCED Audit will be displayed. 

It was reported that $150 donation was received from the LV Chamber of Commerce for 

Parking. 

Two MRM Rebates were received for Liability and Worker’s Comp. 

 

Resolution for Conflict of Interest for Municipal Pension: 

A motion was made by Robert Bell and seconded by Robert Helterbran to adopt the resolution 

for Conflict of Interest. 

 

PERSONNEL / PLANNING COMMISSION 

Nothing to report 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

None 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Ligonier Echo reporter Jewels Phrainer expressed that she did not contact Freedom from 

Religion for a story.  She stated her job is to report a story, not to create one.  

 

COMMENDATIONS & COMMENTS from OFFICERS and DEPARTMENTS 

Secretary-Treasurer Paul Fry thanked the VFW for the flag on the Diamond. 

Fry reported that June 22nd will be Wounded Warrior Walk in Ligonier. 

 

Engineer Ben Faas reported that the Flood Plain Permit is in the works. 

 

Police Chief John Berger thanked Council for new Part-Time Officer.  Berger stated that no 

arrests have been made in regards to the curfew ordinance. 

 

Mayor Ormond “Butch” Bellas also thanked Council for the new hire of a Part-Time Officer.  

Mayor Bellas reminded everyone to put their garbage out at night in cans rather than bags to 

keep animals from tearing the bags open. 

 

MOTION TO ADJOURN 

President Show ended the meeting at 8:41 PM.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Paul A Fry 

Secretary-Treasurer 

Office Manager 



 


