
April 8, 2010 

The regular meeting of the Ligonier Borough Council was held Thursday, April 8, 2010 in the 

Town Hall @ 7:00PM with President Dale Show presiding. 

Members Present:  Dale Show, James McDonnell, Kim Shaffer, Robert Bell, Sam Banales, and 

Tom Freeman.  Absent was Robert Helterbran. 

Others Present:  Secretary-Treasurer Paul Fry, Mayor Ormond “Butch” Bellas, Engineer Ben 

Faas, Solicitor George Welty, Police Chief John Berger. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Tom Freeman to approve the 

minutes of March 11, 2010.  All were in favor. 

BILLS PAYABLE 

A motion was made by Robert Bell and seconded by Sam Banales to approve the Bills Payable 

as presented.  All of Council was in favor. 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

A motion was made by Tom Freeman and seconded by Kim Shaffer to approve the Consent 

Calendar as presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Secretary-Treasurer Paul Fry stated that in order for him to attend the PSAB Conference in 

Pittsburgh, he must be designated through Council approval and record of minutes that he is 

authorized to be the voting delegate. 

A motion was made by Kim Shaffer and seconded by Tom Freeman to authorize Paul Fry as the 

voting delegate for Ligonier Borough to attend the PA State Association of Boroughs conference 

with Dale Show as alternate.   All of Council was in favor.  

CORRESPONDENCE 

A proposal was received from Thomas Beckman of Ligonier Township to hold a series of 

acoustical guitar concerts on the Ligonier Diamond on Tuesdays in June and July from 11 AM to 

1PM.   

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Sam Banales to approve the 

concerts in June & July by Thomas Beckman.  All were in favor. 

A letter was received from the Valley Players of Ligonier requesting to utilize 2 meters directly 

in front of the theater August 14, 2010 for their Chuck Wagon dinner.  They are also requesting 

to use hay bales in the area outside the theater on the side walk.  No foot traffic will be 

blocked. 

A motion was made by Robert Bell and seconded by Kim Shaffer to approve as stated by 

Secretary-Treasurer Paul Fry that 2 meters be bagged & utilize the no parking area in front of 

the theater.  The motion was carried unanimously. 

Letter was received from the Relay for Life requesting permission to “Paint the Town Purple” 

April 24, 2010.  It is requested to decorate lampposts around the Diamond abiding by all rules 

for decorating.  All decorations will be removed after the Relay for Life May 8, 2010. 

 



A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Kim Shaffer to approve the request.  

The motion carried 6-0. 

Letter from the LV Education Trust was received requesting permission to sell sliced of pie and 

ice cream on the Town Hall Courtyard Friday, August 13, 2010.  They have rented the 

Community Room for the day for their Pie Baking Contest.   

A motion was made by Robert Bell and seconded by Kim Shaffer to approve the request.  All 

were in favor.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

PARKS & RECREATION 

Chairman Sam Banales reported that the Diamond was mulched and cleaned today.  It was 

reported that the tulips are beginning to open.  

TOWN HALL 

Nothing to report 

 

PUBLIC WORKS 

Chairman of the Public Works Tom Freeman reported that the street crew has been busy 

picking up brush.  The crew has started mowing and repairing pot holes.  The lines will soon be 

painted.   

 

PUBLIC SAFETY / SHADE TREE 

Kim Shaffer reported that it has been brought to the committee’s attention that the Borough 

Police Station is not protected or monitored with video cameras.   Police Chief John Berger and 

Secretary-Treasurer Paul Fry have looked into the price of cameras and have gotten a good 

price for a monitoring system which will be paid for by the Drug Forfeiture money as well as a 

donation.   

 

A motion was made by Kim Shaffer and seconded by Robert Bell to approve placing the video 

monitoring system at the police station paid by the Drug Forfeiture & a donation.  All of Council 

was in favor. 

 

Shade Tree Commission: 

Tree maintenance and trimming is ongoing with some tree removal recently due to disease or 

that they are a contagious tree.  The trees removed will be replaced.  It was reported that tree 

removal is the property owner’s responsibility but when it is deemed emergency removal the 

Shade Tree Commission will pay out of their grant money received to have the tree taken 

down. 

 

FINANCE 

Chairman Robert Bell reported that the Town Hall Fund is doing a little better and approaching 

4 million. Bell stated that the DCEDCLGS-30 2009 Audit is in the Borough Office for review and 

will be accepted at next month’s council meeting.  

 

PERSONNEL /PLANNING COMMISSION 

James McDonnell reported that the Planning Commission has been busy and will embark on 

reading the Land Use Development package.  The public hearing for the ordinance will be 

coming up on May 17, 2010. 

Chairman James McDonnell asked for a brief executive session for contract affecting personnel 

@ 7:25 PM. Council returned from executive session at 7:34 PM. 

 



 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Kim Shaffer to make an addendum 

to the Laborer’s Union Contract to clarify overtime payments.  All of council was in favor.  

 

NEW BUSINESS 

A request was received from the county requesting an acting agent be designated from Council 

to correspond with FEMA if and when the Borough does get some relief from the February 

snow storm.  This must be completed by designation of Agent Resolution #2010-2 for FEMA c/o 

February Snow Storm. 

 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Sam Banales to appoint Paul Fry for 

answer any inquiries from FEMA regarding the snow event costs.   All of Council was in favor. 

 

Armory Property: 

Councilman Tom Freeman reported attending last week’s Planning Commission meeting 

regarding the new housing development at the former Armory Property.  Freeman stated that 

he would like to see something that would bring more people to the community.   

 

President Show stated that all concerns regarding the Armory Property should be directed to 

the Planning Commission at this time.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Roberta Graham requested to display a banner on the Band Stand Saturday, May 1-6, 2010 for 

the Annual National Day of Prayer.   

Solicitor Welty explained the ordinance pertaining to banners or temporary signs.   

 

A motion was made by Tom Freeman and seconded by Sam Banales to permit the request.  The 

motion resulted in a tie.  Tom Freeman – yes, Dale Show – yes, Sam Banales – yes, Kim Shaffer – 

no, James McDonnell – no, and Robert Bell  - no.   Mayor Bellas broke the tie voting yes to the 

request.    

 

COMMENDATION and COMMENTS from OFFICERS and DEPARTMENTS 

Solicitor Welty explained that the Public Hearing will be held on May 17, 2010 @ 7PM at the 

Town Hall for the proposed Zoning Ordinance.  The vote on enactment is to be within 90 days 

after the last public hearing. Welty further stated that if no changes are made the ordinance 

must be advertised and then enacted as early as the June council meeting.   

 

Engineer Ben Faas informed council of the need to update our mapping for the Borough.   

Approval is requested to seek funding for a GIS software package for mapping.  

 

A motion was made by Robert Bell and seconded by Sam Banales to approve EADS request to 

seek funds for the project.   All of Council was in favor. 

 

Mayor Bellas thanked Council on behalf of Chief Berger for the cameras at the police 

department.   

Mayor Bellas read his prepared proclamation for National Prayer Day.   

 

MOTION TO ADJOURN 

A motion was made by Robert Bell and seconded by Kim Shaffer to adjourn the meeting.  All 

were in favor.  The meeting was adjourned @ 8:16 PM. 

 



Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

Paul A Fry 

Secretary-Treasurer 

Office Manager 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


