
April 10, 2014 

 

The regular meeting of the Ligonier Borough Council was held Thursday, April 10, 2014 @ 7:00 

PM in the Town Hall with Robert Helterbran presiding. 

 

Members Present:  Robert Helterbran, James McDonnell, Sam St Clair, Matt Smith, Mike 

Bieterman, and Pat Scanlon.  Absent was Judy Hoffer. 

 

Others Present:  Secretary-Treasurer Paul Fry, Mayor Ormond “Butch” Bellas, Engineer Ben 

Faas, Solicitor George Welty, Police Chief John Berger.  Absent was Fire Chief Paul Church. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A motion was made by Pat Scanlon and seconded by Matt Smith to approve the minutes of 

March 13, 2014 as presented.  All were in favor. 

 

BILLS PAYABLE 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Pat Scanlon to approve the Bills 

Payable as presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

A motion was made by Matt Smith and seconded by Pat Scanlon to approve the Consent 

Calendar as presented to Council.  All were in favor. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

N/A 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

A request was received for Use of Diamond and Bandstand from Tom Beckman to perform 

music on the Diamond the following Thursday evenings from 6-8 PM; June 5, 12, 19, 26; July 3, 

10, 17, 31; August 7, 14, and 21, 2014.  Also requested is use of sound system. 

 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Pat Scanlon to approve Tom 

Beckman’s request.  All were in favor. 

 

Letter was received from Denise Wasemann of St. James Evangelical Lutheran Church wishing 

to have a “Blessing of the Spokes” Saturday, May 24, 2014 @ 11:00 AM near the entrance of 

the new pedestrian / bike bridge over Mill Creek adjacent to Wellar Field.  The event is 

expected to last an hour. They are hoping to have someone on hand to briefly speak of bicycle 

safety and simple bike repair.  They will also be handing out free bike helmets for kids and 

bottled water and energy bars. 

 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Matt Smith to approve the “Blessing 

of the Spokes”.  The motion carried 6-0. 

 

Letter received from LV Chamber of Commerce and Ice Fest Committee thanking the Borough 

for assistance and consideration during the annual Ice Fest.    LV Chamber donated $150.00 to 

the Borough for support and assistance with the event. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

PARKS & RECREATION 

James McDonnell, chairman of the Parks and Recreation reported Bridget Horman has gotten 

together a group of volunteers to undertake a clean-up/fix up project at Friendship Park. 

McDonnell stated that volunteers are covered through liability insurance.  It was noted that 



there is still some wood left over from the initial building of the playground. Painting and 

staining is needed to be done. 

Bridget Horman presented her plans for “Friendship Park Facelift”.  Horman reported that the 

structure is still good and only needs a “facelift”.  Some wood needs replaced, chains are 

rusted, rubber is cracked and there are tires that are busted or deflated.  Things need power 

washed.  Horman spoke of the need for security cameras at Friendship Park as well as 

electricity.  Horman said she will get an estimate of the cost of the project. 

Robert Helterbran stated that he may be able to help as far as the cost factor of some of the 

things.  Helterbran stated that he would like to see a schedule made up for the project and then 

that she consult with public works director Paul Fry and committee chair James McDonnell. 

 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Matt Smith to endorse Bridget 

Horman and committee to proceed with the project and stay in communication with him. All 

were in favor. 

 

TOWN HALL 

N/A 

 

PUBLIC WORKS 

Patrick Scanlon, Chairman of the Public Works Committee reported that the public works crew 

has been patching pot holes, line painting and cleaning up the parks.  

 

PUBLIC SAFETY / SHADE TREE 

Chairman Matt Smith had nothing to report at this time. 

 

FINANCE 

Finance Chairman Mike Bieterman reported that the borough auditor, Delisi-Keenan and 

Associates have submitted the 2013 audit.   Audit is available in the borough office for 30 days. 

 

A motion was made by Mike Bieterman and seconded by Sam St. Clair to accept the audit.  All 

were in favor. 

 

PERSONNEL / PLANNING COMMITTEE 

Nothing on personnel. 

Chairman Sam St. Clair reported that the Planning Committee had their first meeting. 

 

A motion was made by Sam St. Clair and seconded by Matt Smith to appoint Dan Hewitt as 

special counsel for the Planning Committee.  The motion carried 5-1 with James McDonnell 

opposing.  

 

Sam St. Clair called for a brief executive session for litigation@ 7:22 PM and returned @ 7:42 

PM.   

A motion was made by Sam St. Clair and seconded by Mike Bieterman to appoint Dan Hewitt as 

special counsel for law suit by council personnel Judy Hoffer and James McDonnell. The motion 

carried 5-1 with James McDonnell opposing. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

American Legion sign replacement: 

Roy Hutchinson of the American Legion presented his proposed new sign by photo to council. 

Hutchinson stated that the old existing sign is in dire need of replacement.    

Hutchinson was told to approach the Zoning Hearing Board for a variance. 

 

 

 



Resolution 2014-3: 

Solicitor Welty explained that the Resolution establishes the dates for2014 Fort Ligonier Days 

along with the fees schedule for Fort Ligonier Days based on the updated ordinance; $150.00.  

Fort Ligonier Days will be October 10, 11 & 12, 2014. 

A motion was made by Patrick Scanlon and seconded by Sam St. Clair to enact Resolution 2014-

3.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Rev. Ardi Hill was present and informed Council of National Day of Prayer request scheduled for 

May 1st. 

 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Patrick Scanlon to approve Rev. Ardi 

Hill’s schedule of events for May 1st, National Day of Prayer.  All were in favor. 

 

Rosie Keslar approached Council with questions as to why residents on S. St. Clair Street have to 

pay to park. Rosalyn Keslar has no off street parking available.  Rosalyn pays $45 a quarter for a 

permit. 

The topic was sent to the Police Committee to discuss and get back to Council with a 

recommendation.   

 

Richard Flickinger was present and presented a list of questions and concerns regarding the 

YMCA parking lot and the zoning ordinance with recent changes.  

 

COMMENDATIONS and COMMENTS from OFFICERS and DEPARTMENTS 

Engineer Ben Faas reported that the final report from GIS grant is due May 1, 2014. 

 

Mayor Bellas reported getting a call from a person who asked what we have to do to enforce 

property maintenance regarding rental property.  

 

Solicitor Welty stated that he would be happy to sit down with the Mayor and show him that in 

the property maintenance ordinance a letter can be sent to the property owner.   

 

President Robert Helterbran added that Code Enforcement Officer Merle Musick has stated 

that if need be he would be willing to go onto any property and if we want to cite them he 

would go to court on the Borough’s behalf.  

 

President Helterbran asked everyone to keep Franklin Regional in their prayers. 

Next meeting will be May 8, 2014. 

 

MOTION TO ADJOURN 

A motion was made by Matt Smith and seconded by Mike Bieterman to adjourn.  All were in 

favor.  The meeting was adjourned @ 8:05 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Paul A Fry 

Secretary-Treasurer 

Office Manager 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 


