
April 12, 2009 
 
The regular meeting of the Ligonier Borough Council was held Monday, April 12, 2009 
@ 7:00 PM in the Town Hall with vice president James McDonnell presiding. 
 
Members present:  James McDonnell, Kim Shaffer, Robert Helterbran, Robert Bell, Sam 
Banales and Tom Freeman.  Absent was Dale Show. 
 
Others present:  Secretary-Treasurer Paul Fry, Mayor Ormond “Butch” Bellas, Police 
Chief John Berger, Engineer Ben Faas and Ligonier Hose Co. #1 representative Damian 
Hart.  Absent was Solicitor George Welty. 
 
MINUTES 
A motion was made by Kim Shaffer and seconded by Sam Banales to approve the 
minutes of March 12, 2009 as presented.  All of Council was in favor. 
 
BILLS PAYABLE 
A motion was made by Tom Freeman and seconded by Kim Shaffer to approve the bills 
payable.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR 
A motion was made by Robert Bell and seconded by Tom Freeman to approve the 
consent calendar as presented.  All were in favor. 
 
COMMISSIONER ANDERSON 
Commissioner Chuck Anderson along with associate Matt Junker was present at the 
meeting and introduced himself. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
None 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
Letter received from Relay for Life requesting to again “Paint the Town Purple” 
campaign in Ligonier May 9th with all decorations to be removed after Relay for Life 
event May 16th. 
 
A motion was made by Kim Shaffer and seconded by Robert Bell to approve the request 
to Paint the Town Purple May 9th through May 16, 2009.  All of Council was in favor. 
 
Letter received from the Valley Players of Ligonier requesting permission to hold an 
event at the theater Saturday, August 15, 2009.  Valley Players are asking for two bagged 
meters in front of the theater for BBQ grill. The event will be a Chuck Wagon type dinner 
along with a Western-themed show inside the theater.  No foot traffic will be blocked on 
sidewalk.  The entire area will be cleaned up the same night after the event. 
 
A motion was made by Kim Shaffer and seconded by Tom Freeman to approve the 
request from the Valley Players of Ligonier.  All were in favor. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
PARKS & RECRATION 
Nothing 
 
TOWN HALL 
Chairman Robert Helterbran reported that the committee is working on ways to save 
money in the Town Hall fund. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS 
Nothing 
 
PUBLIC SAFETY / SHADE TREE 
Public Safety:  meeting will be coming up before next month’s meeting. 



Shade tree:  Kim Shaffer reported that the Shade Tree Committee was approached with a 
possibility of a grant that may be given.  Interest from this grant will be used for the 
maintenance of trees.  This grant will not be for planting. 
 
FINANCE 
Chairman Robert Bell reported that the Town Hall Fund has gone up almost 7% within 
the last two weeks. 
 
PERSONNEL / PLANNING COMMISSION 
Nothing on Personnel. 
James McDonnell reported that the Planning Commission continues to meet twice 
monthly for workshops along with their general meeting and that they are currently 
working on the borough’s zoning ordinances. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Angela McDonnell was present at the meeting representing the Weeders / Seeders and 
the “Blue Star” program for Garden Clubs.  McDonnell explained that “Blue Star” would 
honor all military branches with memorial markers.  The Weeders / Seeders has 
previously taken care of the center of the Municipal Parking Lot A with flowers and 
wishes to transform the face of the garden into a “veteran’s square” and install a Blue 
Star memorial marker. If approved, the Weeders /Seeders will need manpower and 
machines to dismantle the area which falls on Borough property.  The shrubs will be 
replaced with 2 Columnar Evergreens representing Guards.  It was noted that the trees do 
not obtain any great height.  Perennial flowers will be planted as well as some annuals for 
color.  The memorial marker is an engraved metal plate 41” x 45” on 7 ½ foot pole.   
 
A motion was made by Kim Shaffer and seconded by Robert Helterbran to approve the 
project proposed by the Blue Star program with the Weeders / Seeders.  The motion 
carried unanimously.  
 
ACT 537 Resolution Request from Ligonier Township 
Robert Helterbran spoke on the need for clarification in ACT 537 as to whether it is to 
read permission is needed from the Borough for access to cross borough property to 
provide services or that the Borough is to actually provide the sewage services. 
 
A motion was made by Robert Bell and seconded by Kim Shaffer to defer ACT 537 
pending further clarification.  All of Council was in favor. 
 
Resolution #3 
Ligonier Township Grant Request / Walking Trail 
Sharon Detar and Rose Stepnick were present and talked briefly about their walking trail 
projects. The Borough’s support is requested in hopes for approval in the grant request. 
James McDonnell made note that the Resolution requires the signature of all members of 
Council  
 
A motion was made by Kim Shaffer and seconded by Robert Helterbran to approve 
support of the Ligonier Township Grant Request with DCNR for their Ligonier Valley 
Trail Project.  All of Council was in favor. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Vice President James McDonnell reminded all that Dumpster Day will be May 2, 2009. 
 
Jennifer Sopko – LV Library spoke on a project in the PA room.  A few times a year the 
LV Library puts on photo and memorabilia exhibitions with an upcoming one on the 
history of Drive-inn theaters.  Sopko asked that anyone with any photos or information 
on the history of any drive-inn to contact the library. 
 
Rachel Roehrig of the LV Chamber commented on the new bird house in Mellon Park. 
 
COMMENDATIONS and COMMENTS from OFFICERS and DEPARTMENTS 
SECRETARY-TREASURER 
Nothing 



 
SOLICITOR 
Absent (Death in the family) 
 
FIRE CHIEF / REP. 
Nothing 
 
ENGINEER 
H2O Funding Request:  
Application was completed and hand-delivered to Harrisburg on February 13, 2009.  The 
first Commonwealth Financing Authority Financing authority (CFA) meeting to review 
application received is scheduled for May 14, 2009. 
 
Diamond Safety Improvements: 
It is anticipated that this project will be eligible for Transportation Enhancement Funds 
grant program and be included in the stimulus package.   
 
Program information on PA Infrastructure Bank (PIB) was provided for funding on the 
project as well.  PIB is a low interest loan to help fund transportation projects within the 
Commonwealth. 
 
Additional investigation and meeting with Council is requested if Council wishes to 
pursue. 
 
West Main Street Bridge: 
The Bridge’s Sufficiency Rating is 69 and therefore not eligible for PennDOT funds.   
 
POLICE CHIEF 
Nothing 
 
MAYOR 
Mayor Ormond “Butch” Bellas mentioned the 3 police officer killings in Pittsburgh and 
expressed his condolences. 
 
MOTION TO ADJOURN 
A motion was made by Robert Bell and seconded by Kim Shaffer to adjourn the meeting 
was made.  The motion carried unanimously.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 PM. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 

Paul A. Fry 
Secretary-Treasurer 

Office Manager 
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