
March 4, 2014 

 

A special meeting of the Ligonier Borough Council was held in the Town Hall @ 

7:30 PM with Robert Helterbran presiding.  The purpose of this meeting is to take 

action on Ordinance #561 to abolish the Planning Commission and to establish a 

Planning Committee AKA Planning Agency. 

 

Members present:  Robert Helterbran, James McDonnell, Mike Bieterman, Judy 

Hoffer, Matt Smith, and Sam St. Clair.  Absent was Pat Scanlon. 

 

Others Present:  Secretary-Treasurer Paul Fry, Engineer Ben Faas, Solicitor George 

Welty.  Absent was Mayor Ormond Bellas. 

After the pledge of allegiance a brief executive session was called for personnel @ 

7:31 PM.  Secretary-Treasurer Paul Fry was asked to attend. Council returned at 

7:38 PM. 

 

Solicitor Welty presented and read the proposed ordinance.   

Secretary-Treasurer Paul Fry stated that he has received the proof of publication 

for the ordinance from the Latrobe Bulletin. 

 

Councilman James McDonnell questioned the reason why the Planning 

Commission was abolished in 1982. 

 

Solicitor Welty did not know why the Planning Commission was previously 

abolished. He was not Solicitor at that time. 

 

A motion was made by Sam St. Clair and seconded by Matt Smith to accept 

Ordinance #561 to abolish the Planning Commission and establish a Planning 

Committee. The motion carried 4-2 with James McDonnell and Judy Hoffer 

opposing after the roll call vote. 

 

Councilman James McDonnell feels that council is taking something important 

away from residents of Borough by the elimination of the Planning Commission. 

McDonnell stated that he read in the paper that this has been discussed for about 

a year.  He stated that he was not a part of that covert group apparently who had 

this under discussion.  McDonnell expressed disappointment that Council would 

take it out of the hands of those who were knowledgeable in connection with the 

planning process and procedures. McDonnell thanked all past Planning 

Commission members for their service. 

 

President Robert Helterbran reported that the Planning Committee will consist of 

the three Council members currently serving on the Personnel Committee; 

Sam St. Clair – Chairman 

Pat Scanlon  



Matt Smith 

Two advisors for Planning Committee: 

Patti Campbell – secretary 

Dirk Matson 

George Welty – Solicitor 

President Helterbran added that the Planning Committee meetings will be held 

the same night and frequency as the Planning Commission previously held which 

is the 4th Monday of every month @ 7:00 PM upstairs. 

 

Helterbran noted that Borough Zoning Officer Merle Musick will also be able to 

attend the meetings. 

 

MOTION TO ADJOURN 

A motion was made by Judy Hoffer and seconded by Sam St. Clair to adjourn the 

meeting.  All were in favor.  The meeting adjourned @ 7:50 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted 

 

 

Paul A Fry 

Secretary-Treasurer 

Office Manager 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


