
March 11, 2010 

The regular meeting of the Ligonier Borough Council was held Thursday, March 11, 2010 in the 

Town Hall @ 7:00PM with President Dale Show presiding. 

Members Present:  Dale Show, James McDonnell, Robert Bell, Sam Banales, and Tom Freeman.  

Absent were Robert Helterbran and Kim Shaffer.  

Others Present:  Secretary-Treasurer Office Manager Paul Fry, Mayor Ormond “Butch” Bellas, 

Engineer Ben Faas, Solicitor George Welty, Police Chief John Berger, and Ligonier Hose Co. #1 

representative Lance Alexander.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Tom Freeman to approve the 

minutes of February 11, 2010 as presented.   The motion carried unanimously. 

 

BILLS PAYABLE 

A motion was made by Robert Bell and seconded by Sam Banales to approve the Bills Payable 

as presented.  The motion carried 5-0. 

 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

A motion was made by Tom Freeman and seconded by James McDonnell to approve the 

Consent Calendar as presented.  All were in favor. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Proposed Zoning Ordinance: 

President Show asked Council if everyone was in favor of the proposed ordinance.  The 

Planning Commission has sent Council their recommendation that the present draft of the new 

zoning ordinance changes is acceptable to them and they are recommending that Council 

approve as well.   

 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Tom Freeman to approve the Zoning 

Ordinance Draft.  The motion carried 5-0. 

 

Solicitor Welty explained the Ordinance Enactment Procedure.  Forty-five days prior to the 

public hearing, the county must be sent a copy of the ordinance by certified mail.  The hearing 

will be advertised.  

 Monday, May 17, 2010 was selected as the date for the public hearing and to be held in the 

Town Hall Auditorium @ 7PM.   

Copies of the Zoning Ordinance will be available in the Ligonier Borough Office for review.  

Upon the outcome of the hearing a council meeting would be schedule to then enact the 

zoning ordinance. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

A letter was received from the LV Chamber requesting permission to use the Bandstand and 

town for a Classic Car Show on Friday, June 4, 2010 from 5-8PM.  No roads will be blocked off.  

The Chamber is also asking for meters to be bagged on the Diamond and 100 blocks of East and 

West Main Streets 5-8PM. 

 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Sam Banales to approve the request 

from the Chamber.  All of council was in favor. 

 



A letter was received from the LV Chamber requesting permission to have the first block of the 

Diamond district closed to traffic from 5-9PM the night of the Stroll, Friday, August 13, 2010. 

 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Robert Bell to approve the request 

from the Chamber.  All were in favor. 

 

Application for Use of Diamond and Bandstand along with a sign permit was received from the 

Committee for Easter Sunrise Service for April 4, 2010 @ 6:30 AM. 

 

A motion was made by Robert Bell and seconded by Sam Banales to approve the request from 

the Committee for Easter Sunrise Service.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

PARKS & RECREATION 

Nothing to report 

 

TOWN HALL 

Nothing to report 

 

PUBLIC WORKS 

Chairman Tom Freeman reported that the Public Works crew had busy months in both January 

and February.  The Declaration of Emergency plan that went into affect worked well.  The 

streets were cleaned up pretty quick.  Expenses incurred within a 48 hour span totaled 

$28,378.00.  Paul Fry, Public Works Director / Secretary – Office Manager and staff did an 

excellent job documenting all paperwork for FEMA for possible reimbursement.   

Freeman reported that recently the street sweeper has been out cleaning up; it’s a sign of 

spring. 

Freeman also reported that the streets crew has a lot of old equipment with one truck being 31 

years old & will soon need replaced. 

 

PUBLIC SAFETY / SHADE TREE 

Nothing for Public Safety 

 

Shade Tree:  Tree Pruning may begin next week by Scott Matson. 

 

FINANCE 

Chairman of the Finance Committee reported that the meter collection is down due to the 

snow. 

 

PERSONNEL / PLANNING COMMISSION 

Personnel: 

Town Hall custodian Debbie Finley is back to work having recovered from a concussion after 

falling on the ice at home.   

 

Planning Commission: 

McDonnell presented a proposal from EDP for a Growing Green Project in May (Smart Growth). 

The proposed Zoning Ordinance more than qualifies Ligonier Borough in specific areas to make 

a submission for such an award.   

 

McDonnell called for a brief executive session relative to Personnel.   Council was back from 

their executive session at 7:35 PM.   



A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Tom Freeman to appoint Dirk 

Matson to serve on the vacant position on the Planning Commission after the recent 

resignation from Scott Lieb.  All of Council was in favor. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

None 

President Show reported that April 24, 2010 is Dumpster Day from 8-12 PM. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

None 

 

COMMENDATIONS and COMMENTS from OFFICERS and DEPARTMENTS 

Solicitor Welty reported that he has been reviewing the new café permit. 

 

Engineer Ben Faas reported working with Public Works Director Paul Fry to develop base 

mapping utilizing existing information to help prepare for potential flooding. 

 

Mayor Butch Bellas reported that he has been continuing to check for flooding and also that 

there are still residents who are not shoveling their walks. 

 

MOTION TO ADJOURN 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Sam Banales to adjourn the meeting.  

All was in favor.  The meeting adjourned @ 7:41 PM. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Paul Fry 

Secretary-Treasurer 

Office Manager 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


