
February 9, 2012 

 

The regular meeting of the Ligonier Borough Council was held Thursday, February 9, 2012 @ 

7:00 PM in the Town Hall with Robert Helterbran presiding. 

 

Members present: Robert Helterbran, Kim Shaffer, James McDonnell, Judy Hoffer, Robert Bell, 

Tom Freeman and Sam St. Clair. 

 

Others present:  Secretary-Treasurer Paul Fry, Mayor Ormond “Butch” Bellas, Engineer Ben 

Faas, Solicitor George Welty, Police Chief John Berger, Ligonier Hose Co. #1 representative Chris 

Stouffer. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A motion was made by Tom Freeman and seconded by Sam St. Clair to approve the regular and 

special meeting minutes of January 12, 2012.  All of Council was in favor. 

 

BILLS PAYABLE 

A motion was made by Robert Bell and seconded by Kim Shaffer to approve the Bills Payable as 

presented.  All were in favor. 

 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

A motion was made by Kim Shaffer and seconded by Robert Bell to approve the Consent 

Calendar as presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

n/a 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Use of Diamond and Bandstand Facilities form received from the LV Chamber of Commerce for 

Saturday, March 24, 2012 for Ligonier Radio to play music during Soup’s On event from 10AM 

to 2PM. 

 

A motion was made by Robert Bell and seconded by Judy Hoffer to approve the request from 

the LV Chamber of Commerce for March 24, 2012.  All were in favor. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

PARKS & RECREATION 

Chairman Judy Hoffer reported that the bid has gone out for Diamond Maintenance for the 

year.  The deadline was January 20, 2012.  It was reported that only one bid was received from 

Hillsview Landscaping –Rick Schandel for $9,450.00. 

 

A motion was made by Judy Hoffer and seconded by Kim Shaffer to approve the bid from Rick 

Schandel for Diamond Maintenance.  All of Council was in favor. 

 

TOWN HALL 

Chairman Sam St. Clair reported that the town hall boiler repair is held up by waiting for parts. 

 

Sam St. Clair spoke of property/ land swap with the adjoining property to Town Hall to owner 

Jim Cooper.  

Property owner’s agent Debbie Oyler of Ranger Investment Company explained to council that 

currently there is a need for a small strip of ground right next to the Eastern side of town hall’s 



property line. The property is needed in order to install a kitchen venting system for a 

restaurant that is to occupy half of the building. It is hoped to incorporate this property with a 

handicapped sidewalk for the facility.  In exchange for doing this Ranger Investments has 

agreed to extend the sidewalk for the borough and to provide access for the storage facility 

next to town hall as well as gain a small portion of property adjacent to the storage shed which 

would include the catch basin near the curb. 

Solicitor Welty explained that this transaction would encompass a trade of land.  A discussion 

ensued with the project then being deferred to the Town Hall committee for further review and 

appraisal of property.  The committee is to come back to Council with a recommendation.   

A motion was made by Kim Shaffer and seconded by Robert Bell to turn the project over to the 

Town Hall Committee to make a report to council at a continued meeting Thursday, February 

23, 2012 at 7PM in the Town Hall.  All were in favor. 

PUBLIC WORKS 

Chairman Tom Freeman reported the light winter has been saving the borough some money 

and wear and tear on the vehicles.  Freeman reported that some of the street crew’s old 

equipment will need looked at in the near future.   

Freeman suggested with the new businesses coming into the borough that council start 

thinking about conducting a parking study.   

A public works meeting will be held in March.   

 

PUBLIC SAFETY / SHADE TREE 

Chairman Kim Shaffer reported that a committee meeting for public safety will be held before 

the March council meeting. 

The Shade Tree has been receiving inquiries on memorial trees on the passing of Gary 

Woolridge and that of EK Myers.  Other inquiries were received on park benches in Town Hall 

court yard as far as being a memorial bench.  A cost for a memorial bench would $1,000.   

 

FINANCE 

Chairman Robert Bell reported that the stock market has been doing fine.  Town Hall fund is up. 

 

PERSONNEL / PLANNING COMMISSION 

Chairman James McDonnell reported that the planning commission is still discussing the RV 

issue. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Re-Appointments for Planning Commission: 

 

President Robert Helterbran reported receiving letters from Patti Campbell and Dirk Matson 

each wishing to continue on the planning commission.  James McDonnell has also expressed 

interest to continue to be the liaison between Council and the Planning Commission. 

 

A motion was made by Kim Shaffer and seconded by Tom Freeman to approve James 

McDonnell as liaison, as well as Patti Campbell and Dirk Matson to continue serving another 4-

year term on the planning commission.  All were in favor. 

 

Re-Appointment for Zoning Hearing Board: 

Pat Scanlon’s term will be up next month and he has expressed desire to continue serving. 

 



A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Kim Shaffer to accept Pat Scanlon 

wishes to continue serving another 3- year term with the Zoning Hearing Board.  All were in 

favor. 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Tyler Courtney, Westmoreland County Commissioner was present and spoke to council and 

reported passing a 7.5 million deficit budget. 

Jeff Boltzer, County Controller was present at the meeting as well and discussed budget 

problems in the county.  

 

COMMENDATIONS & COMMENTS from OFFICERS and DEPARTMENTS 

Secretary-Treasurer Paul Fry welcomed Chris Stouffer as Ligonier Borough’s new Emergency 

Management Coordinator.  Stouffer attended his first meeting and his application is pending 

the Governor’s approval and recommendation which could take until March or April.   

 

Engineer Ben Faas reported that the Bandstand roof repairs need to be bid due to hail damage 

sustained on March 23, 2011.   

 

Mayor Bellas asked the attending reporters to remind the people of the borough to please call 

911 for an emergency not the Mayor or the police station. 

 

Judy Hoffer thanked the police department, fire department and public works for their help to 

locate her aging father who was missing for 28 hours and found.  Hoffer expressed how proud 

she is of the many caring people in the area. 

 

President Robert Helterbran thanked everyone for coming.   

 

MOTION TO ADJOURN 

A motion was made by Robert Bell and seconded by Kim Shaffer that the meeting will be 

extended to Thursday, February 23, 2012 for general purposes.  All of Council was in favor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


