
FEBRUARY 11, 2010 

The regular meeting of the Ligonier Borough Council was held Thursday, February 11, 2010 in 

the Town Hall @ 7:00 PM with President Dale Show presiding. 

Members Present:  Dale Show, James McDonnell, Robert Helterbran, Sam Banales and Tom 

Freeman. Absent were Kim Shaffer and Robert Bell. 

Others Present:  Secretary-Treasurer Office Manager Paul Fry, Mayor Ormond “Butch” Bellas, 

Solicitor George Welty, Police Chief John Berger, Ligonier Hose Co. #1 Representative Corey 

Blystone. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Tom Freeman to approve the 

minutes of January 4, 2010 Re-organization meeting, the special meeting of January 14 and the 

regular meeting of January 14, 2010 as presented.  All of Council was in favor. 

 

BILLS PAYABLE 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Sam Banales to approve the Bills 

Payable as presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

A motion was made by Tom Freeman and seconded by Sam Banales to approve the Consent 

Calendar.   All were in favor. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

None 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Ligonier Hose Co. #1 is requesting permission to mount a brass plaque on the fountain on the 

Diamond to state: “This drinking fountain was given to the Borough of Ligonier June 30, 1921 by 

the Ligonier Volunteer Hose Company #1. 

 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Sam Banales to proceed with their 

request.  All of Council was in favor. 

 

A temporary sign permit application was received from Laurel Highlands AAU to advertise a 

fundraising dinner June 27, 2010.  Two wooden signs 2 ½ x 4 will be placed on the along the 

south west corner of the Diamond and in front of Town Hall. 

 

A motion was made by Sam Banales and seconded by Robert Helterbran to approve the request 

from Laurel Highlands AAU.  All of Council was in favor. 

 

 A letter was received from THON Organization of Penn State requesting permission to 

fundraise on the Diamond for Children’s Hospital February 13, 2010. 

 

The request was discussed and decided to post pone the event due to inclement weather and 

safety. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

PARKS & RECREATION 

N/A 

 



TOWN HALL 

Robert Helterbran reported that both Town Hall custodians are out; one hurt and one sick.   

 

 

 

 

PUBLIC WORKS 

Chairman Tom Freeman reported that the public works crew has been very busy.  Tom asked 

the mayor to extend the emergency declaration for one more week due to the heavy snow.  

Thanks went out to Paul Fry and crew for their work and long hours.  Shaffer Construction, 

Ligonier Construction, & Smithley Construction were brought in to help out with the snow 

removal.   Several Volunteer firemen also came on the job to give public works crew a much 

deserved break. 

 

Dan Stevens was present and brought everyone up to date on FEMA cost recovery in regards to 

the recent heavy snowfall. 

Stevens reported that FEMA has changed the way they declare snow emergencies.  Highest 

recorded snowfall in our county is 26 inches.  He reported that we must be on our state 

representatives to push the governor to get needed declaration.  Without declaration all money 

spent on snow removal comes out of our budget.   

 

STATE BOROUGH’S ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE 

A motion was made by Tom Freeman and seconded by Robert Helterbran to send Borough 

Secretary-Treasurer Paul Fry to the State Borough’s Association Conference in Pittsburgh April 

25-28, 2010.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

PUBLIC SAFETY / SHADE TREE 

N/A 

 

FINANCE 

N/A 

 

PERSONNEL / PLANNING COMMISSION 

James McDonnell reported on Town Hall’s two ill custodians.  Arrangements will be made to 

carry through.  

 

Planning Commission has passed on with the recommendation of New Zoning Ordinance for 

Council’s approval.   

 

A letter was received from the Planning Commission recommending the proposed changes in 

the Zoning Ordinance.  President Show asked all of Council to look through the new zoning 

ordinance and determine at next month’s meeting if ready to set up a public hearing.  

 

A letter was received from Scott Lieb stating his resignation from the Planning Commission of 

Ligonier Borough. 

 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Robert Helterbran to accept the 

resignation of Scott Lieb.  All of Council was in favor. 

 

At this time President Show noted that there would be a vacancy on the Planning Commission 

and anyone interested should apply.  



 

Joe Willard’s term serving on the Planning Commission is up and he has agreed to serve for 

another three years.  

 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Tom Freeman to appoint Joe Willard 

to serve another term on the Planning Commission.  The motion carried 5-0. 

 

Ed Matson’s term serving on the Zoning Hearing Board is also up.  Mr. Matson has agreed to 

serve on the Zoning Hearing Board another three years as well.  

 

A motion was made by Tom Freeman and seconded by Sam Banales to appoint Ed Matson to 

service on the Zoning Hearing Board.  All were in favor.  

President Show reported that alternate Zoning Hearing Board member Nelson Lowes has 

moved out of town leaving a vacancy in this position.  Anyone interested in serving should 

apply. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Paul Fry reported that three quotes were solicited to replace a few older double hung windows 

at the police station with more energy efficient windows.  The lowest quote received was from 

Josh Byers Carpentry in the amount of $775.00.   

 

A motion was made by Robert Helterbran and seconded by Sam Banales to accept the bid from 

Josh Byers Carpentry.  The motion carried 5-0. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Rachel Roehrig of the LV Chamber thanked the borough public works for their work.   

 

Joe Avolio was present and recognized for stepping up to serve on the Shade Tree Commission.  

 

COMMENDATIONS & COMMENTS 

SECRETARY-TREASURER / PUBLIC WORKS 

N/A 

 

SOLICITOR  

Solicitor George Welty thanked Paul Fry and the public works crew for their hard work clearing 

the snow.   

George stated that he will review the New Ordinance and advise.  

 

FIRE CHIEF / REPRESENTATIVE 

N/A 

 

ENGINEER  

N/A 

 

POLICE CHIEF 

Police Chief John Berger reported that he will send thank you letters to the Bethlen 

Communities for their donations towards the new tile floor and desk at the police station.  

 

MAYOR 

Mayor Butch Bellas reported that in regards to the heavy snowfall he will not be enforcing the 

snow ordinance for sidewalks temporarily.   



Butch added a meeting was recently held with the Public Works Crew, Jason Bloom as well as a 

member of the press regarding the snowfall.  

Mayor Bellas will re-initialize the declaration of disaster for Ligonier Borough. 

 

PRESIDENT 

President Dale Show thanked everyone for all their work especially the public works and all 

volunteers.  

 

MOTION TO ADJOURN 

A motion was made by Robert Helterbran and seconded by Sam Banales to adjourn the 

meeting.  The motion carried unanimously.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Paul Fry 

Secretary-Treasurer 

Office Manager 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


