
February 12, 2013 

 

The regular meeting of the Ligonier Borough Council was held Tuesday, (changed from 

Thursday, February 14, 2013) February 12, 2013 @ 7:00 PM in the Ligonier Town Hall with 

President Robert Helterbran presiding. 

Members present: Robert Helterbran, Kim Shaffer, James McDonnell, Judy Hoffer, Tom 

Freeman, and Sam St. Clair.  Absent was Robert Bell. 

 

Others present:  Secretary-Treasurer Paul Fry, Mayor Ormond “Butch” Bellas, Solicitor George 

Welty, Ligonier Hose Co. #1 Representative Chris Stouffer.  Absent was Police Chief John Berger. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Sam St. Clair to approve the minutes 

of January 10, 2013 as presented.  All were in favor. 

 

BILLS PAYABLE 

A motion was made by Tom Freeman and seconded by Judy Hoffer to approve the Bills Payable 

as presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

A motion was made by Kim Shaffer and seconded by Judy Hoffer to approve the Consent 

Calendar as presented.    All were in favor. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

N/A 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

A letter and $150 donation was received from the LV Chamber in appreciation for the 

Borough’s assistance and consideration during recent Ice Fest event. 

 

Judy Hoffer, Chairman of the Parks & Recreation Committee reported that the Committee 

received one bid from Hillsview Landscaping for Diamond Maintenance for $9,750. 

 

A motion was made by Judy Hoffer and seconded by James McDonnell to award the Diamond 

Maintenance Contract to Hillsview Landscaping for $9,750.  All were in favor. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

PARKS & RECREATION 

Councilman James McDonnell brought up the topic of the deterioration of the Diamond by 

irresponsible drivers.  McDonnell again suggested selectively chosen and carefully placed 

limestone rocks/boulders preventing drivers from crossing up over the Diamond.   

 

A discussion ensued with Councilmen James McDonnell, Tom Freeman and Engineer Ben Faas 

to further look into the matter.  

 

TOWN HALL 

Sam St. Clair reported that the Town Hall roof is in need of some emergency repair when the 

weather breaks. A quote was received from TMR Roofing at a price of $18,500. 

 



A motion was made by Sam St. Clair and seconded by Kim Shaffer to accept the proposal from 

TMR Roofing to repair Town Hall roof for $18,500.  All were in favor. 

 

PUBLIC WORKS 

Chairman Tom Freeman thanked Paul Fry and his crew for all their hard work with winter 

maintenance. 

 

PUBLIC SAFETY / SHADE TREE 

N/A 

 

FINANCE 

Councilman James McDonnell reported that the recent Guyasuta Report showed 5.3% return 

for January. Town Hall fund is at 4.5 million.  P&R fund is up to 112,000.    

 

PERSONNEL / PLANNING COMMISSION 

McDonnell reported that everything seems to be good with personnel. 

Planning Commission meeting will be held February 28, 2013. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Westmoreland Conservation District Agreement: 

A motion was made by Sam St. Clair and seconded by Tom Freeman to accept the agreement 

between the Conservation District and Ligonier Borough.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Fire Code 2012 Edition: 

Chapter 84 in the Borough Code of Ligonier needs updated to a new code called the 

International Fire Code 2012 Edition.  This updated edition has been received. 

Solicitor Welty reported that an ordinance would be ready for next month’s meeting. 

 

Post Commander / American Legion – Roy Hutchinson: 

Secretary / Treasurer Paul Fry reported that the American Legion acquired the old Ambulance 

Garage property next to the State Store in May of 2011.  This property was a tax exempt 

property when Excela Health / Latrobe Hospital owned it.  An error was committed when the 

property was transferred not declaring to keep the tax exempt status.   

 

Roy Hutchinson was present and stated that the County tax office advised the American Legion 

to pay the taxes for 2012.  They did with penalty to the sum of approx. $5,300.  The Borough’s 

share was $962.80.  For year 2013 and forward, this property is now tax exempt. 

 

Hutchinson asked the Borough as well as the School District to exonerate this tax payment for 

2012.  If both entities grant their request the County will then refund their share. 

 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Kim Shaffer to exonerate 2012 

property taxes in the sum of $962.80.  All were in favor. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Boy Scouts of Troop 372 were present to attend the meeting. 

Larry Shew from the Ligonier Township Recreation Board was present to provide an update on 

the walking trail. Shew stated that the Recreation Board has funding for the bridge that will 

cross Mill Creek @ $128,500.  The bridge should be in construction soon and should be installed 

before the end of March, 2013.   Shew spoke of a circuit through the Borough and signage.   The 

circuit would come up from Weller Field, Gist Avenue and up Dice Alley to Church St.  East on 



Church Street to Bell Street, South to Main Street.  Then cut over to Loyalhanna Street and 

West to Depot Street and out by Giant Eagle.  From Giant Eagle the trial goes North on Walnut 

Street and back up to Bunger and from there, to the starting point.   

 

It is requested for small signs approximately 12” x 12” for the bike trail and piggy back onto 

some of the Borough Street signs.   

 

A motion was made by Tom Freeman and seconded by Kim Shaffer to approve the trail plans 

and for the Township Recreation Board to work with Public Works Director Paul Fry in regards 

to signage.  All were in favor. 

 

COMMENDATIONS & COMMENTS from OFFICERS  & DEPARTMENTS 

Engineer Ben Faas reported that minor revisions were done on the McMaster plan regarding 

storm water. 

 

Mayor Bellas reported that two letters were sent out regarding snow removal.   

 

MOTION TO ADJOURN 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Tom Freeman to adjourn the 

meeting.  All were in favor.  The meeting was adjourned @ 8:02 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Paul A Fry 

Secretary-Treasurer 

Office Manager 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


