
December 10, 2009 

 

The regular meeting of the Ligonier Borough Council was held Thursday, December 10, 

2009 in the Town Hall @ 7:00 PM with President Dale Show presiding.  

 

Members Present:  Dale Show, James McDonnell, Kim Shaffer, Robert Helterbran, 

Robert Bell, Sam Banales, and Tom Freeman. 

 

Others Present:  Secretary-Treasurer Paul Fry, Mayor Ormond “Butch” Bellas, Engineer 

Ben Faas, Solicitor George Welty, Police Chief John Berger, Ligonier Hose Co. #1 

Representative Chris Stouffer. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A motion was made by Kim Shaffer and seconded by Tom Freeman to approve the 

minutes of November 12, 2009 as presented.  All of Council was in favor.  

 

BILLS PAYABLE 

A motion was made by Robert Bell and seconded by Kim Shaffer to approve the Bills 

Payable as presented.  The motion carried 7-0. 

 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

A motion was made by Tom Freeman and seconded by Robert Bell to approve the 

Consent Calendar as presented.  The motion was carried unanimously.   

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

N/A 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

None  

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

PARKS & RECREATION 

Sam Banales, Chairman of the Parks & Recreation Committee reported that bids for the 

Diamond care are being accepted and are due January 12, 2010.   

 

TOWN HALL 

Chairman, Robert Helterbran reported that the Town Hall carpets were cleaned this 

month. 

 

PUBLIC WORKS 

Tom Freeman reported that the salt is in and the streets crew is ready for winter weather.  

Sixty-three truckloads of leaves were picked up.   

 

PUBLIC SAFETY 

None  

 

FINANCE 

Robert Bell, chairman of the Finance Committee reported that the Town Hall fund is up 

3.7 million, which is up from 2.5 million on March 9
th

.  The Town Hall Fund is now up 

19% this year.  

Bell reported that the 2008 audit report has been in the Borough office for a month. 

 

A motion was made by Robert Bell and seconded by Kim Shaffer to accept the 2008 

audit from Auditor Tim Rennie.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

2010 Proposed budget with 4.5 mill increase: 

A motion was made by Robert Bell and seconded by Kim Shaffer to approve the 2010 

budget with 4.5 mill increase.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 



PERSONNEL / PLANNING COMMISSION 

James McDonnell, chairman of the Personnel Committee had nothing to report for 

Personnel but noted that he would like to call for a brief executive session for personnel 

with no action to be taken afterwards. 

 

Planning Commission: 

McDonnell reported the Planning Commission continues to meet twice a month. Some 

changes & adjustments were made to the proposed zoning ordinance.  McDonnell noted 

that the Planning Commission is probably a month away from coming back to council 

with a recommendation regarding the zoning ordinance.  

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Police Pension Plan Resolution 5-2009: 

 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Tom Freeman to adopt the 

Police Pension Plan Resolution.  All of Council was in favor. 

 

Casa Chapala Liquor License Transfer: 

Larry Stickney was present to ask Council the procedure regarding a Liquor License 

Transfer for the Casa Chapala. 

 

Solicitor Welty explained that a public hearing would need to be held to receive 

comments and recommendations from interested individuals residing within the Borough 

concerning the intent to transfer the license. Immediately after the hearing Council would 

meet in special session for the purpose of considering a resolution to approve or 

disapprove such request.  

 

A discussion ensued with a scheduled date for the hearing Thursday, January 14
th

, 2010 

@ 6:30 PM before the next regularly scheduled Ligonier Borough Council meeting.  

 

Robert Bell commented that several merchants and employees are parking in front of 

their businesses all day during the Saturday free parking for the Christmas holiday 

season.   

Kim Shaffer stated that this should be taken into consideration next year when the free 

parking request comes up again.  

 

Chief Berger offered to stop in @ the local stores and remind the business owners of the 

intent for the free Saturday parking during the holidays. 

 

COMMENDATIONS and COMMENTS from OFFICERS and DEPARTMENTS 

Mayor Bellas reminded all to keep their sidewalks cleared after snowfall.  

 

President Show thanked everyone for doing his or her job throughout the year. 

 

MOTION TO ADJOURN 

A motion was made by Robert Bell and seconded by James McDonnell to adjourn into 

executive session for personnel with no action to be taken.   

 

Council adjourned into executive session @ 7:35 PM.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Paul Fry 

Secretary-Treasurer 

Office Manager 

 

 

 

 

 



 


