
December 8, 2011 

 

The regular meeting of the Ligonier Borough Council was held Thursday, December 8, 2011 at 

7:00 PM in the Town Hall with President Dale Show presiding. 

 

Members Present: Dale Show, James McDonnell, Kim Shaffer, Robert Helterbran, Robert Bell, 

Sam Banales and Tom Freeman. 

 

Others Present:  Secretary-Treasurer Paul Fry, Engineer Ben Faas, Solicitor George Welty, Police 

Chief John Berger, Ligonier Hose Co. #1 Representative Chris Stouffer.  Mayor Ormond “Butch” 

Bellas arrived at 7:40 PM. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Robert Helterbran to approve the 

minutes of November 10, 2011 regular meeting and special meeting with the correction of 

wording from “contracts” to “contract”.  All were in favor. 

 

BILLS PAYABLE 

A motion was made by Tom Freeman and seconded by Robert Bell to approve the Bills Payable 

as presented.  All were in favor. 

 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

A motion was made by Kim Shaffer and seconded by Sam Banales to approve the Consent 

Calendar as presented.  All of Council was in favor. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Nothing 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Nothing 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS  

PARKS & RECREATION 

Chairman Sam Banales reported the committee is accepting bids for the Diamond and Park 

maintenance.  Bids must be in by Friday, January 20th 2012 by noon.  Anyone needing 

information is to contact Paul Fry. 

 

TOWN HALL 

Nothing 

 

PUBLIC WORKS 

Chairman Tom Freeman reported that the salt is in.  Leaf pick up went very well this year with 

79 loads collected.  A total of 118 gallons of diesel fuel, 137 gallons of gas and a total of 347 

man hours used. 

 

PUBLIC SAFETY / SHADE TREE 

Kim Shaffer reported that there has been a permit issued to take down a big diseased tree on 

East Main Street at Unionvale Coal Co. 

Kim Shaffer reminded all with Christmas approaching to keep in mind tree memorials as 

Christmas gifts. 

 



PERSONNEL / PLANNING COMMISSION 

  Executive session is asked for Personnel. 

 

Planning Commission is still working on the matter of oversized RV’s.  Next Planning 

Commission meeting will be December 19, 2011 with a subcommittee put together to review 

the matter. 

 

Council moved to executive session for Personnel @ 7:10 PM.   

Council returned from executive session at 7:55PM with no action taken. 

 

FINANCE 

Chairman Robert Bell stated that Council must appoint a new auditor for the remainder of the 

year and then re-appoint in January due to the fact that our current auditor has retired.  

Bell reported having a proposal from Delisi & Assoc.   

 

A motion was made by Robert Bell and seconded by Kim Shaffer to appoint Delisi & Associates 

as Auditor for the Borough of Ligonier. All were in favor. 

 

Bell stated that the proposed budget 2012 is a work in progress.  In order to have a balanced 

budget for 2012 the proposed budget calls for a 2.5 mill increase.   

 

A motion was made by Robert Bell and seconded by Kim Shaffer to extend this meeting to 

Thursday, December 29, 2011 @ 7PM in order to ratify the budget.   

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Resolution for LST Tax: 

2011 – 5:   

This is a resolution of the Borough is authorizing, empowering and directing the proper officers 

of the governing body to execute an agreement with Berkheimer.  Berkheimer will be the 

exclusive tax officer for collection of the local services tax for the initial term commencing 

January 1, 2012 and ending December 31, 2014. 

 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Robert Bell to enact Resolution 

2011-5.  All of Council was in favor. 

 

Resolution 2011-6: 

This is a resolution of the Borough authorizing and empowering and directing the proper 

officers of the governing body to appoint Berkheimer as its tax hearing officer under and 

pursuant to the local tax payer’s bill of rights for the expressed purpose of adjudicating appeals 

there under.  

 

A motion was made by Kim Shaffer and seconded by Tom Freeman to enact Resolution 2011-6.  

All of Council was in favor. 

 

Resolution 2011-7: 

This is a resolution of the Governing Board of Ligonier Borough authorizing, empowering and 

directing the proper officers of the governing board to appoint a liaison between it and 

Berkheimer, the duly appointed collector of local services tax for the district, for the express 

purpose of sharing confidential tax information with the district for official purposes.  

 



A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Robert Helterbran to enact 

Resolution 2011-7.  All were in favor. 

 

Resolution 2011-8: 

This is a resolution of the governing board of Ligonier Borough authorizing and empowering its 

local tax collector, Berkheimer, to impose and retain costs of collection on delinquent taxes. 

 

A motion was made by Sam Banales and seconded by Robert Helterbran to enact Resolution 

2011-8.  All were in favor. 

 

Agreement with Berkheimer: 

A motion was made by Kim Shaffer and seconded by Robert Bell to authorize officers to sign the 

agreement with Berkheimer.  All were in favor. 

 

Ratify Police Contract: 

President Show explained that as with the Laborer’s Contract the police also agreed to enter 

into a one-year period and hold the line with wages due to the economics conditions.   

 

A motion was made by Kim Shaffer and seconded by James McDonnell to ratify the police 

contract.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Resolution 2011-9 

Borough of Ligonier Police Pension Plan 

 

A resolution of the Borough of Ligonier relative to the establishment and maintenance of 

employees pension, annuity, insurance and benefit fund or funds, to amend certain provision of 

the pension plan or program applicable to the police employees of the borough.  

 

Effective January 1, 2012, and continuing through and including December 31, 2012, the 

amount of Participant Contributions due shall be 2.75% of compensation.  The obligation to pay 

Participant Contributions pursuant to Act 600 in the amount specified therein shall resume 

effective as of January 1, 2013.   

 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Kim Shaffer to accept Resolution 

2011-9 Borough of Ligonier Police Pension Plan.  All were in favor. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Councilman Robert Helterbran stated that he would like to see residents of the Borough as well 

as members of council support Ligonier Valley Recreational Board project for the bike trail.  

 

Pat Scanlon thanked Dale Show and Sam Banales for their years of service on the Ligonier 

Borough Council. 

 

Paul Fry recognized both Dale Show and Sam Banales for their years of service.    Dale Show was 

presented with his gavel.   

 

COMMENDATIONS & COMMENTS from OFFICERS and DEPARTMENTS 

George Welty thanked both Dale Show and Sam Banales for their years of service to the 

borough. 

Ben Fass thanked Show and Banales for their service to Ligonier Borough. 

Chief Berger also thanked Dale Show and Sam Banales for their service to the borough. 



Mayor Ormond “Butch” Bellas thanked Dale Show and Sam Banales for their service. 

President Dale Show expressed that he will miss his job on Council.  Show thanked all of council 

that he has worked with and wished all good luck in the future. 

 

Sam Banales stated that his service to the borough was productive although Council at times 

had their differences.  He finished by saying that he is glad that he was a part of it. 

 

MOTION TO ADJOURN 

President Dale Show noted that Council would go into recess until Thursday, December 29, 

2011 at 7PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Paul A Fry 

Secretary-Treasurer 

Office Manager 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 


