
December 11, 2014 

 

The regular meeting of the Ligonier Borough Council was held Thursday, December 11, 2014 @ 7:00 PM in the 

Town Hall with Robert Helterbran presiding. 

 

Members present:  Robert Helterbran, James McDonnell, Margaret Garland, Judy Hoffer, Matt Smith, Pat 

Scanlon, and Mike Bieterman. 

 

Others present:  Secretary-Treasurer Paul Fry, Mayor Ormond “Butch” Bellas, Engineer Ben Faas, Solicitor 

George Welty, Police Chief John Berger, and Ligonier Hose Company #1 Representative Phil Fleming. 

  

Due to the amount of individuals present to discuss the recent Veterans Days Ceremony, President Helterbran 

opened the meeting by addressing the topic. 

Helterbran read briefly from the minutes of last month’s meeting which stated that council will look into re-

routing traffic around the Diamond next Veteran’s Day.  Mayor Bellas added that only one officer was on duty 

and only two fire-police showed up and unfortunately there was not enough man power to re-route the traffic 

on Veteran’s Day for the parade.  President Helterbran had stated that next year it should be better planned 

by all individuals. 

After reading the minutes President Helterbran asked if anyone present had anything to add. 

Gregg Penrose spoke about the letter he sent to the echo regarding Veteran’s Day and reported that he now 

understands better since it was explained to him.  

Michael Hirko felt that saw horses could have been placed in lieu of man power.   

Martha Datz Treasurer of American Legion in Ligonier stated that she was shown a text message from member 

of Fire Company who was told not to come because there would not be a parade and traffic would not be shut 

off. 

Police Chief John Berger stated that this issue will not happen again.   

Rich Griser, Sr. Vice President of VFW stated that the microphone went out on them and asked that this 

situation be looked into.  

Paul Fry asked that VFW follow procedure for filling out proper forms to have Diamond shut down for 

Veterans Day Ceremony. This paperwork must then be acted upon at a council meeting. 

 

President Helterbran asked for a brief executive session that may be acted on afterwards. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A motion was made by Matt Smith and seconded by Pat Scanlon to approve the minutes of November 13, 

2104 as presented.  The motion carried 7-0.   
 

BILLS PAYABLE 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Pat Scanlon to approve the Bills Payable as also 

presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

A motion was made by Judy Hoffer and seconded by Pat Scanlon to approve the Consent Calendar.  All were in 

favor. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Labor & Police Agreements: 

A motion was made by Pat Scanlon and seconded by Matt Smith to approve both contracts for Laborers 

Agreement and Police Agreement.  All of Council was in favor. 

 

 

 

2015 Budget: 

A motion was made by Mike Bieterman and seconded by Pat Scanlon to adopt the 2015 Budget with no tax 

increase.  All of Council was in favor. 

 

 



 

CORRESPONDENCE 

David Weinstein CBS Films Location Manager of Let it Snow Movie asked permission to bring a crew of 

approximately 15 along with a van with equipment that can park nearby.  The purpose is to shoot a scene for 

their movie entitled Let It Snow.  The crew plans to place a camera in various spots around the Diamond and 

have a Santa provided to sit on a bench near the tree.  As he relaxes, all the lights come on around him at the 

same time, as they do during light up night.  This action will repeat several time from various angles. Traffic is 

not needed to be controlled and will be a minimal disruption.  It is requested to use the lobby area and 

restroom of the Town Hall to get Santa dressed and provide a dry area to put together the camera equipment. 

A certificate of Insurance listing Ligonier Borough as the additional insured will be provided.   

CBS films Inc. plans to donate $500 to the Borough for the privilege.   

 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Margaret Garland to approve the request.  All were 

in favor. 

 

A thank you letter and check for $400 was received from the LV Chamber of Commerce in appreciation of 

approving the free two hour parking for the holidays. 

 

A letter was received from Ligonier Borough Tax Collector Robin Roberts regarding Act 164 provisions for the 

State Tax Collectors.  All Tax Collectors will need to be qualified by the DCED and continue education credits 

per year to renew their qualifications. Roberts stated that she has voluntarily participated in the qualification 

program since 2001 and is therefore qualified for 2015.  Secondly, Roberts must appoint a deputy effective 

immediately and this needs Council’s approval.  Robin states that she is requesting to appoint April Grimm. 

Grimm is a qualified Tax Collector for Cook Township.  The third provision is to have a criminal history 

clearance to file a nomination petition at the next election. 

 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Judy Hoffer to appoint April Grimm as Tax Collector 

Deputy for Ligonier Borough.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

PARKS & RECREATION 

N/A 

 

TOWN HALL 

Judy Hoffer wished all members of Council a Merry Christmas a safe and Happy New Year. 

 

PUBLIC WORKS 

Margaret Garland reported that Public Works is preparing for winter and have 75 tons of salt on hand. 

 

PUBLIC SAFETY / SHADE TREE 

Matt Smith chairman of Public Safety discussed the possibility of 3 loading and unloading zones for 

approximately 15 minutes around the Diamond.   

 

A motion was made by Pat Scanlon and seconded by Matt Smith to approve the 3 loading / unloading zones 

with a 90 day trial period.  All of Council was in favor. 

 

Paul Fry reported receiving a call from Brian Panichelle, owner of Nationwide Insurance office located at 123 

W Loyalhanna Street. His property is located on the South East corner of West Loyalhanna and Fairfield Street 

below the Dollar General Store.  Recently the Dollar General has evicted the non-patrons of their business that 

have been parking in their parking lot. Employees and business owners from other establishments have been 

parking their vehicles in their lot all day while at work.  Since evicted from Dollar General, individuals are now 

parking in front of Panichelle’s business during most of his business hours.  Panichelle wishes the Borough to 

consider placing two metered spots in front of his business to control / manage the all-day free parking. 

Panichelle offers to pay for some of the expense.  Panichelle plans in near future to contact Borough Zoning 

Officer for direction to pave below his property for his employees to park.   

 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Judy Hoffer to decline the request from Brian 

Panichelle of Nationwide Insurance.  All of Council was in favor. 

 



 

 

PERSONNEL /PLANNING COMMITTEE 

Pat Scanlon reported that the Planning Committee thanks Council for the opportunity to attend the zoning 

training at the Township building.  

Scanlon thanked newly appointed Zoning Officer Rick Schwab for a fine job. 

 

A motion was made by Pat Scanlon and seconded by Matt Smith to negotiate with Ligonier Township for an 

inter-municipal agreement to share an animal control and code enforcement officer.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

Council Judy Hoffer commented on individuals placing personal garbage in Borough receptacles.  Hoffer stated 

that this is a theft of services and if caught there would be fines involved. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Tobacco Free Policy: In conjunction with the State’s Young Lungs at Play Program; the proposed policy states 

that all children’s recreational areas in the borough are to be designated as tobacco-free areas.  

A motion was made by Judy Hoffer and seconded by Pat Scanlon to adopt a tobacco free policy for the 

playground.  The motion carried with all of Council in favor.    

 

Tax Ordinance 2015: 

A motion was made by Mike Bieterman and seconded by Pat Scanlon to accept Tax Ordinance 2015 keeping 

the borough’s tax rate at 23.5 mills.  Council voted unanimously to approve.   

 

COMMENDATIONS & COMMENTS from OFFICERS and DEPARTMENTS 

Secretary-Treasurer Paul Fry gave an update on regional Police Study. Information was sent to Ligonier 

Township to be combined and forwarded along to the State. 

Fry stated that he is looking into a month to month basis for Hoffman Kennels contract for 2015. 

 

Residents were informed of a Christmas tree recycling program. Residents can drop off trees at the Country 

Market area on the West Main Street edge of town until January 31, 2015. Ornaments must be removed and 

trees cannot be wrapped in plastic or placed in bags.  

 

Mayor Bellas wished everyone a Merry Christmas. 

 

President Helterbran also wished all a Merry Christmas. 

 

MOTION TO ADJOURN 

A motion was made by Judy Hoffer and seconded by Pat Scanlon to adjourn the meeting.  All of Council was in 

favor.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:43 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Paul A Fry 

Secretary-Treasurer 

Office Manager 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 


