
December 10, 2015 

The regular meeting of the Ligonier Borough Council was held December 10, 2015 @ 7:00 PM in 

the Ligonier Town Hall with Robert Helterbran presiding. 

Members Present: Robert Helterbran, James McDonnell, Margaret Garland, Judy Hoffer, Matt 

Smith, Pat Scanlon and Terry Murphy. 

Others Present: Secretary-Treasurer Paul Fry, Mayor Ormond “Butch” Bellas, Engineer Ben 

Faas, Solicitor George Welty and Architect Greg Elliot.  Absent was Zoning Officer Rick Schwab, 

Police Chief John Berger and Fire Chief Steve Barron. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A motion was made by Pat Scanlon and seconded by Matt Smith to approve the minutes of 

November 12, 2015 as presented.  All of Council was in favor. 

 

BILLS PAYABLE 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Pat Scanlon to approve the Bills 

Payable as also presented.  All were in favor. 

 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

A motion was made by Matt Smith and seconded by Margaret Garland to approve the Consent 

Calendar.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Police Study:  Postponed due to the death of Chief John Berger’s father James Berger. 

 

2016 Budget:  

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Terry Murphy to accept the budget 

for 2016.  The motion carried 7-0. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Thank you letter received from the LV Chamber of Commerce with $400 donation in 

appreciation of free two hour parking on Saturdays for the holidays between Thanksgiving and 

Christmas.  

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

PARKS & RECREATION 

Chairman James McDonnell reported that the playground project is moving forward.  

 

McDonnell spoke of an unsigned letter received clipped together with a Comprehensive Plan 

Survey regarding comments about both the Diamond Project as well as the Police Study.   

  

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Pat Scanlon not to recognize any 

unsigned correspondence. All were in favor. 

 

McDonnell expressed his disappointment of only receiving 10 completed surveys within the 

past three months as Council makes decisions to represent the residents of the Borough.  

Council encouraged residents to attend meetings, or to contact the borough office with 

questions regarding matters in the Borough. 

 

TOWN HALL 

Council chair, Judy Hoffer reported that the committee will meet in January to discuss the Town 

Hall replacement windows on courtyard side as well as Town Hall roof repair.   

Hoffer wished everyone and Merry Christmas and a safe and healthy New Year. 

 



 

PUBLIC WORKS 

Margaret Garland, Public Work Chair reported that the public works have finished their leaf 

collection.  All parks as well as playground have been mowed and leaves removed.  Salt 

spreaders and plows are ready to go.  Garland added that pot holes have been repaired. 

Garland also wished everyone a Merry Christmas. 

 

PUBLIC SAFETY / SHADE TREE 

N/A 

 

FINANCE 

Chairman Terry Murphy reported that the Town Hall Fund was good last month. 

Murphy thanked the Borough office for taking care of the recent bank change.  

 

PERSONNEL / PLANNING COMMITTEE 

Nothing on Personnel. 

 

Planning Committee:  Ordinance #563 – amending Zoning Ordinance #545 on Granny Flats and 

fence heights. 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Matt Smith to proceed to advertise 

and contact the Westmoreland County Department of Planning for review. All of Council was in 

favor. 

 

Chairman Pat Scanlon wished all a Merry Christmas. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Police Pension Resolution 2015-3 

Solicitor Welty explained the Resolution which the Borough does every year, reduces the police 

pension plan contribution rate from 5% to 2.75% for 2016.  

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Pat Scanlon to adopt the Resolution 

for the Police Pension.  All were in favor. 

 

Memorandum of Understanding with Ligonier Township: 

Animal Control Officer & Code Enforcement Officer / Part-time Police Officers Firearms. 

 

A motion was made by Pat Scanlon and seconded by Terry Murphy to approve both 

agreements with the Township. All of Council was in favor. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Friendship Park Committee member Elizabeth McCall was present at the meeting requesting to 

place wooden artwork along the fence at Friendship Park created by local children at an 

upcoming Family Fun Day January 17, 2016 at the Ligonier Valley YMCA.   

 

A motion was made by Pat Scanlon and seconded by James McDonnell to approve the request.  

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

COMMENDATIONS & COMMENTS from OFFICERS & DEPARTMENTS 

Secretary-Treasurer Paul Fry reported that the recent spell of mild weather is helping curb costs 

and save wear and tear on public works vehicles. The department is getting its salt spreaders 

and snow plows ready and has 120 tons of salt on hand to treat the roads. 

 

 Paul Fry wished everyone a Merry Christmas.  

Fry also expressed gratitude to exiting council member Margaret Garland. 

 



Solicitor Welty wished everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

 

Engineer Ben Faas reported on Fort Ligonier project and storm water.  Faas requested to 

update the Borough’s storm water ordinance.   

 

A motion was made by Pat Scanlon and seconded by Matt Smith to approve EADS Engineer Ben 

Faas’ request.  All were in favor. 

 

EADS Engineer Greg Elliot reported that he is only days away from submitting the first of two 

grant applications for the Diamond Project.  The first will cover costs for all the final engineering 

preparation of bid documents.  The second one will fund all of the construction.   

Renovations are set to begin in April and finish in September 2016.  

 

Mayor Ormond “Butch” Bellas wished everyone a Merry Christmas. 

 

President Helterbran expressed his gratitude for the office staff, Council and all Borough 

employees and the job they do.   

 

MOTION TO ADJOURN 

A motion was made by Pat Scanlon and seconded by Margaret Garland to adjourn the meeting. 

All of Council was in favor.   

Next meeting of the Ligonier Borough Council will be held to reorganize on January 4, 2016. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Paul A Fry 

Secretary-Treasurer 

Office Manager 

 

 

 

 

 


