
November 13, 2014 

 

The regularly scheduled meeting of the Ligonier Borough Council was held Thursday, November 

13, 2104 @ 7:00 PM in the Town Hall with Robert Helterbran presiding. 

 

Members present:  Robert Helterbran, James McDonnell, Margaret Garland, Judy Hoffer, Matt 

Smith, Pat Scanlon, and Mike Bieterman. 

 

Others present:  Secretary-Treasurer Paul Fry, Mayor Ormond “Butch” Bellas, Engineer Ben 

Faas, Solicitor George Welty, and Police Chief John Berger.  Absent was Fire Chief Paul Church. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A motion was made by Pat Scanlon and seconded by Matt Smith to approve the minutes as 

presented for October 6, 2014.  All were in favor. 

 

BILLS PAYABLE 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Pat Scanlon to approve the Bills 

Payable as presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

A motion was made by Matt Smith and seconded by Pat Scanlon to approve the Consent 

Calendar.  All of Council was in favor. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

N/A 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Letter received from LV Chamber of Commerce requesting Ligonier Borough Police to stop 

traffic for Santa’s Parade November 28 @ 6:30 PM and bag meters on the Northeast quadrant 

of the Diamond by Town Hall and the first three meters on Fairfield Street beside the YMCA for 

Misty Haven Carriage to bring Santa to town & for sleigh rides. Chamber also asks that two 

meters be bagged for Town Wide Open House Sunday, December 7, 2014 in front of the Library 

for the Kettlecorn Man from 9 AM to 5 PM.  Chambers also requests for three meters on 

Fairfield Street beside the YMCA from 10 AM to 5 PM be bagged for Misty Haven Carriage who 

will again be offering sleigh rides. 

 

A motion was made by Judy Hoffer and seconded by Pat Scanlon to approve the Chamber’s 

requests and to activate the Fire Police.  All were in favor. 

 

Letter was received from the LV Chamber requesting free 2 hour parking at all meters on the 

Saturdays between Thanksgiving and Christmas (Nov. 29, Dec. 6, Dec. 13, and Dec. 20) 

 

A motion was made by Pat Scanlon and seconded by Judy Hoffer to approve the free 2 hour 

parking as requested by the LV Chamber of Commerce.  All of Council was in favor. 

 

Letter received from the Fort Ligonier Days, Inc. thanking Council, Paul Fry and the Public Works 

Crew, Police Chief John Berger and officers for their support and help with Fort Ligonier Days. 

 

Letter received from Marsha Clark of 328 E Main Street requesting a handicapped parking place 

in front of her property for approximately 8 months.  

 

A motion was made by Judy Hoffer and seconded by James McDonnell to approve the request 

from Marsha Clark of 328 E Main Street.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 



Letter of resignation was received October 17, 2014 from Officer William Nicol effective 

October 31, 2014. 

 

A motion was made by Matt Smith and seconded by Pat Scanlon to accept William Nicol ‘s 

resignation letter.  All were in favor. 

 

A Temporary Sign Permit Application was received from the Ligonier YMCA to hang a 2 ½ x 4 Ft. 

Banner on the front of the YMCA from November 25, to December 5, 2014 to advertise Holiday 

Wreath Sale was received. 

 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Matt Smith to approve the Banner 

for YMCA Holiday Wreath Sale.  All of Council was in favor. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

PARKS & RECREATION 

It was reported that the Diamond is looking well and is cleaned up.  

 

TOWN HALL 

Judy Hoffer reported that a minor roof and gutter repair at Town Hall has been taken care of.   

 

PUBLIC WORKS 

Pat Scanlon thanked Paul Fry and public works crew for their work during Fort Ligonier Days 

and clean up afterward. 

Scanlon reported that the leaves continue to be picked up as weather permits.  The crew is 

getting ready for winter maintenance. 

 

PUBLIC SAFETY / SHADE TREE 

Nothing for Public Safety. 

Matt Smith reported that Western PA Conservancy would like to perform a tree inventory in 

Ligonier Borough. The program is titled Trees for Ligonier.  The Conservancy would like to come 

in at no cost to the Borough and plant up to 75 trees in and around the town.  A full tree 

inventory will be completed and linked to the GIS system. Volunteers are needed. 

 

A motion was made by Pat Scanlon and seconded by Matt Smith to proceed with the tree 

inventory project by the Western PA Conservancy.  All of Council was in favor. 

 

FINANCE 

President Robert Helterbran called for a brief executive session for contract negotiations and 

personnel @ 7:16 PM. 

Council returned from executive session @ 7:55 PM. 

Chairman Mike Bieterman thanked all for their work on the budget but unfortunately it will 

need more work before it is voted on. 

 

PERSONNEL / PLANNING COMMITTEE 

Chairman Pat Scanlon reported that all employees are doing a fine job. 

 

Councilman James McDonnell wished for council to come up with a policy for voided tickets. 

Helterbran reported that the Mayor has full authority to void tickets as he deems right to void.  

Mayor Bellas reported that it is noted on record as to why each ticket is voided.   

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

 Borough resident, Sheila Buncie was present and expressed concern that the diamond was not 

shut off to traffic during the Veterans Day Ceremony. 

 



COMMENDATIONS & COMMENTS from OFFICERS and DEPARMENTS 

Mayor Bellas reported that he was sorry for not getting a permit for tree trimming on Summit 

Ave but will be sure to get one in the future. 

 

Bellas reported that Officer William Nicol is a good officer and the Borough will miss him.  Bellas 

is however glad that he has found a full time job. 

 

Bellas finished by reminding everyone to keep their sidewalks shoveled this winter. 

 

President Helterbran said that Council will look into re-routing traffic around the Diamond next 

Veteran’s Day. 

Mayor Bellas added that only one officer was on duty and only two fire-police showed up and 

unfortunately there was not enough man power to re-route the traffic on Veteran’s Day for the 

parade. 

President Helterbran noted next year it should be better planned. 

 

Councilman James McDonnell commended Rick Schwab on a job well done thus far as Zoning 

Officer. 

 

President Helterbran stated that the next regularly scheduled meeting for Ligonier Borough will 

take place Thursday, December 11, 2014 @ 7 PM. 

 

MOTION TO ADJOURN 

A motion was made by Pat Scanlon and seconded by Judy Hoffer to adjourn.  All were in favor.  

The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Paul Fry 

Secretary-Treasurer 

Office Manager 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


