
November 10, 2011 

 

The regular meeting of the Ligonier Borough Council was held Thursday, November 10, 2011 at 

7:00 PM in the Town Hall with President Dale Show presiding. 

Members Present:  Dale Show, James McDonnell, Robert Helterbran, Sam Banales, Tom 

Freeman.  Absent were Robert Bell and Kim Shaffer. 

Others Present:  Secretary-Treasurer Paul Fry, Mayor Ormond “Butch” Bellas, Solicitor George 

Welty, Police Chief John Berger.  Absent was Ben Faas. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Tom Freeman to approve the 

minutes as well as special minutes of October 10, 2011.  All were in favor. 

 

BILLS PAYABLE 

A motion was made by Robert Helterbran and seconded by Sam Banales to approve the Bills 

Payable.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

A motion was made by Tom Freeman and seconded by Robert Helterbran to approve the 

Consent Calendar as presented.  All were in favor. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Ordinance #551 Intergovernmental Cooperation Agreement  

 

President Show stated that the Ordinance has been properly advertised and ready for action.  

Solicitor Welty noted that Secretary-Treasurer Paul Fry has the proof of publication. 

 

Solicitor Welty explained that Ordinance #551 is an Intergovernmental Cooperation Agreement 

between the Borough of Ligonier and the Township of Ligonier for Governmental services. 

Solicitor Welty read the Ordinance. 

 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Tom Freeman to endorse Ordinance 

#551 as presented.  All were in favor. 

 

Civil Service Commission Vacancy: 

A letter of interest was received from John Shaffer to serve a three year term on the Civil 

Service Commission to replace Greg Faulk. 

 

Only one letter of interest was received to serve on the Civil Service Commission.  The letter of 

interest was from borough resident John Shaffer. 

 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Tom Freeman to approve the 

appointment by John Shaffer for a 3-year term.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

A letter was received from LV Chamber of Commerce requesting free parking at all meters on 

the Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas (Nov. 26, Dec. 3, 10, 17 & 24) This special 

treat has become known and appreciated in Ligonier as visitors and locals spend time in town 

supporting our business. 

 



A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Robert Helterbran to approve the 

above request.  The motion carried 5-0. 

 

Letter received from LV Chamber of Commerce requesting the police stop traffic for Light Up 

Night and Santa’s Arrival @ 6:30 PM, Friday November 25, 2011.  Also requested is to have the 

meters bagged on the NE quadrant of the Diamond by Town Hall.  Permission is asked for use of 

sound system and community room for the children to visit with Santa. 

Further requested is to have 2 meters bagged in front of the Library for the Kettlecorn Man 

during Town Wide Open House on Sunday, December 4, 2011 from 9AM to 5 PM.  Also 

requested by the Chamber is to have meters bagged at the same location for the Kettlecorn 

Man for Ligonier Ice Fest on January 21, 2012 from 8AM to 5PM and January 22, from 9AM to 5 

PM.  Additionally, the Chamber asks to have 2 meters bagged on East Main Street beside Town 

Hall from the Graham Grubb Orchestra on Saturday, January 21, from 9 AM to 5 PM. 

 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Robert Helterbran to approve the 

requests from the LV Chamber of Commerce.  All were in favor. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

PARKS & RECREATION 

Sam Banales that all leaves have been removed from the Diamond.   

 

TOWN HALL 

Chairman Robert Helterbran reported that a small leak was found and repaired in front porch. 

 

PUBLIC WORKS 

Chairman Tom Freeman reported that leaves are still being picked up and hope to be done 

Wednesday before Thanksgiving. Road salt is ready to go for winter. 

 

PUBLIC SAFETY / SHADE TREE 

Nothing to report 

 

FINANCE 

It was reported that the committee has been working on the budget and hope to have it for 

December meeting. 

It was noted that the Guyasuta report showed that the Borough had a good October as far as 

investments.  

 

PERSONNEL / PLANNING COMMISSION 

Chairman James McDonnell called for an executive session @ 7:17 PM for personnel reasons 

with action to be taken upon return. 

Council returned from executive session at 7:30 PM. 

President Show explained that the contract with the Laborer’s Union was due December 31, 

2011 as well as the contract with the police unit.   Show explained that in negotiations with the 

Labor Union, it was decided between both sides due to the economic conditions today, and the 

uncertainty of everything going on to extend both contracts for one year as opposed to 3-year 

contract, maintaining benefits, wages, as is for this year.   

The contract was sent back signed by the representatives from the Laborer’s District Council 

and Council may ratify if so desired. 

President Show commended the Borough employees and representatives from the District 

Laborers Council.  The citizens of Ligonier should be grateful for the fact that our Laborers and 



Laborers Council have agreed to do this and make no increases on our residents for the coming 

year. 

 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Robert Helterbran to approve and 

ratify the contracts.  All of Council was in favor. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Councilman James McDonnell reported on cats roaming in the Borough.  Owners are asked to 

take responsibility to control their pets. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Susan Bartelo of 209 Gist Drive was present on behalf of the ongoing RV issue.  Bartelo also 

owns a RV that she & her retired husband are living and traveling in.  When they came to visit 

her father at 209 Gist Drive, they parked in the alley behind her father’s home.  Before they 

came back in the spring they checked with Zoning Officer Chick Cicconi & asked if it were alright 

for a temporary situation.  Mr. Cicconi said it was alright.   She noted that there is no issue with 

traffic getting through. Bartelo also explained that 9 houses are in view of their parked RV and 

they have had only 1 complaint.  In summary Mrs. Bartelo wished the Council not to adopt an 

ordinance for RV’s.  

 

President Show stated that it has been brought to Council’s attention.  They are also aware that 

there are other RV’s in other areas in the Borough.  There have been complaints about the 

other RV’s as well.  Show further stated that in our recent new zoning law, nothing addressed 

RV’s.  Show commented that perhaps RV’s should be addressed for now or the future but it 

doesn’t necessarily mean that it will preempt the Bartelo’s from parking their RV at her fathers. 

It is only right that since it has come up that it should be turned over to the Planning 

Commission.  It is only prudent on the Borough’s part the Planning Commission do their due 

diligence. 

 

Acknowledgement of Troop 375 member for merit badge. 

 

COMMENDATIONS and COMMENTS from OFFICERS and DEPARTMENTS 

Secretary-Treasurer Paul Fry wished to add Somerset Bank to the Borough’s Depository List. 

 

A motion was made by Robert Helterbran and seconded by James McDonnell to add Somerset 

Bank to the Depository List.  All were in favor. 

 

MOTION TO ADJOURN 

President Show adjourned the meeting at 7:48 PM. 

 

Respectfully Submitted 

 

 

 

Paul A Fry 

Secretary-Treasurer 

Office Manager 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 


