
October 5, 2009 

 

The regular meeting of the Ligonier Borough Council was held Monday, October 5, 2009 

in the Town Hall @ 7:00 PM with President Dale Show presiding.  The meeting was 

moved to Monday due to Fort Ligonier Days. 

 

Members Present:  Dale Show, James McDonnell, Kim Shaffer, Robert Helterbran, 

Robert Bell, Sam Banales, and Tom Freeman. 

 

Others Present:  Secretary-Treasurer Paul Fry, Mayor Ormond “Butch” Bellas, Engineer 

Ben Faas, Solicitor George Welty, Police Chief John Berger, and Fire Chief Paul Church. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Robert Bell to approve the 

minutes of September 10, 2009 as presented.  All of council was in favor. 

 

BILLS PAYABLE 

A motion was made by Robert Bell and seconded by Tom Freeman to approve the Bills 

Payable as presented.  The motion carried 7-0. 

 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

A motion was made by Tom Freeman and seconded by Robert Helterbran to approve the 

consent calendar as presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

RECOGNIZE MR. & MRS. DICK MACDONALD 

Kim Shaffer recognized and honored Mr. & Mrs. Dick Macdonald with a plaque to be 

hung in the Town Hall entrance acknowledging their generous donation to the Shade 

Tree Commission in memory of Mr. Macdonald’s father. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Nothing 

 

CORRESPONDENCE  

Letter received from the LV Middle School requesting permission to hold their annual 

5K Race Friday, October 23, 2009 at 11:00 AM – noon.  Staff and parent volunteers, 

Borough Police and Ligonier Hose Co. #1 will supervise the race. 

 

A motion was made by Jim McDonnell and seconded by Kim Shaffer to approve the 

request.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

A motion was made by Kim Shaffer and seconded by Robert Helterbran to activate the 

fire police for the above-referenced 5K event.  The motion carried 7-0. 

 

Letter received from the LV Chamber requesting free 2-hour parking at all meters on the 

Saturdays between Thanksgiving and Christmas.  (November 28, December 5, December 

12, and December 19, 2009.   

  

A motion was made by Robert Bell and seconded by Kim Shaffer to approve the request 

by the Chamber.  All of council was in favor. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

PARKS & RECREATION  

Nothing to report 

 

TOWN HALL 

Robert Helterbran, chairman of the Town Hall Committee reported that the Town Hall 

roof has a leak and someone will be over tomorrow to look at it.  

 

PUBLIC WORKS 

Tom Freeman reported that the Public Works crew will soon be preparing for leaf 

collection. 

 



PUBLIC SAFETY / SHADE TREE 

Kim Shaffer reported that Fairfield Fire Department has lost their building to fire 

Saturday afternoon.   

 

FINANCE 

Chairman Robert Bell presented a resolution requiring reimbursement of engineering 

fees. This resolution is to update a resolution from 1995 already on books. Solicitor 

Welty explained that the resolution basically states that any applicant submitting an 

application or request for site plan reviews, storm water management plan reviews, 

subdivision review, DER sewage planning module applications or any other matter 

requiring review by the Borough Engineer shall reimburse the borough for all charges to 

the borough submitted by the borough engineer arising from the review work.   

 

A motion was made by Robert Bell and seconded by Kim Shaffer to approve the 

resolution as written.  All of Council was in favor. 

 

PERSONNEL / PLANNING COMMISSION 

Personnel: nothing to report 

 

Planning Commission:  Chairman James McDonnell reported that the Planning 

Commission has been busy meeting anywhere from 1-3 times a month working on the 

Zoning Ordinance. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Zoning Ordinance:  President Show reported that the Planning Commission has approved 

the new zoning ordinance.  The Planning Commission will advertise for a public hearing.  

After the public hearing is completed the Zoning Ordinance will be turned over to 

Council for review. 

 

A motion was made by Robert Bell and seconded by Robert Helterbran to authorize 

James McDonnell to contact Environmental Planning & Design to see if a zoning 

attorney has reviewed zoning ordinance.  If not already reviewed by a Zoning Attorney, 

the motion is to accept proposals to have it reviewed for action at next month’s meeting.  

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

It was noted that it is the intentions of council to review the zoning ordinance yearly. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Suzette Johnson, owner of S. Market Antiques is looking for exemption for side entrance 

of the property and is seeking a variance. 

 

Solicitor Welty explained the past history of the property.  The request has already been 

decided previously. It was recommended to not have retail on the first floor within the C1 

area.  

A lengthy discussion ensued recommending Johnson to approach the Planning 

Commission. 

 

COMMENDATIONS and COMMENTS from OFFICERS and DEPARTMENTS 

Secretary/Treasurer Public Works Director Paul Fry reported that the street crew is 

getting geared up for Fort Days 2009.  This is the 50
th

 year for Fort Ligonier Days. 

Leaf pick up will be starting approximately October 14
th 

and commencing November 25, 

2009. 

 

SOLICITOR 

N/A 

 

FIRE CHIEF / REP. 

Fire Chief Paul Church asked everyone to keep a look out for potential dangers as far as 

fire hazards regarding Fort Days. 

 



ENGINEER 

Engineer Ben Faas thanked Council for passing the recent resolution instructing checks 

for construction to be sent to the Borough. 

 

POLICE CHIEF 

Police Chief John Berger reported that the police are ready for Fort Days.  No chairs are 

permitted to be placed along streets for the parade until 6 PM Friday.  Chief Berger also 

reminded all that pets are not permitted in the festival area.  

 Chief Berger finished his report noting that vandalism has been on the rise recently with 

the approaching Halloween season.   

 

MAYOR 

Mayor Ormond “Butch” Bellas read a letter from the Ligonier Twp. Police Chief Mike 

Matrunics thanking Borough Police Chief John Berger, Corporal Ed Huwalt, Patrolman 

Robert Hakel, and Patrolman Anthony Diorio for their assistance in a shooting in 

Darlington.  

 

Mayor Bellas reported September was a busy month for weddings on the Diamond.  He 

reported receiving many positive comments on the recent painting of the Diamond as 

well as the flowers. 

 

MOTION TO ADJOURN 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Kim Shaffer to adjourn the 

meeting.  All of Council was in favor.  The meeting was adjourned @ 8:20 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

Paul Fry 

Secretary-Treasurer 

Office Manager 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


