
January 9, 2014 

The regular meeting of the Ligonier Borough Council was held Thursday, January 9, 2014 @ 7:00 

PM in the Town Hall with President Judy Hoffer presiding. 

 

Members present:  Judy Hoffer, James McDonnell, Robert Helterbran, Matt Smith, Pat Scanlon, 

and Sam St. Clair.  Absent was Kim Shaffer. 

 

Others present:  Secretary-Treasurer Paul Fry, Mayor Ormond “Butch” Bellas, Engineer Ben 

Faas, Solicitor George Welty, Police Chief John Berger and Fire Chief Paul Church. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A motion was made by Sam St. Clair and seconded by Pat Scanlon to approve the minutes of 

December 12, 2013 as presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

BILLS PAYABLE 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Robert Helterbran to approve the 

Bills Payable as presented.  All were in favor. 

 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

A motion was made by Robert Helterbran and seconded by Sam St. Clair to approve the 

Consent Calendar.  The motion carried 6-0. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Secretary-Treasurer Paul Fry stated that Solicitor Hewitt could not attend the meeting for 

personal reasons. Fry reported Solicitor Hewitt had asked Council to hold an executive session 

for litigation.  Paul Fry stated possible upcoming dates for the proposed meeting. 

 

A motion was made by Sam St. Clair and seconded by James McDonnell to delay the executive 

meeting until next month’s meeting.  All were in favor. 

 

Judy Hoffer called for an executive session for legal matters and personnel.  Solicitors Richard 

Flickinger and George Welty were asked to join Council.   

Council returned @ 7:22 PM. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

A letter was received from the Chamber of Commerce requesting to have meters bagged for 

the Ice Fest January 24-26, 2014. It is requested to bag 2 meters in front of the Library for the 

Kettle Korn Man Friday @ 7:00 PM through Sunday @ 4PM. 

The 3rd & 4th meters on East Main St. along the side of Town Hall for the entertainers to load & 

unload their equipment Saturday from 10:00 AM – 4 PM and Sunday 8:30AM – 2:30 PM. 

The first 4 meters on Fairfield Street beside the YMCA for the horse trailer and truck for horse & 

buggy rides (weather permitting) both Saturday and Sunday from 9AM – 4 PM. 

 

A motion was made by Robert Helterbran and seconded by Sam St. Clair to approve the request 

from the LV Chamber of Commerce for Ice Fest.  All were in favor. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

PARKS & RECREATION 

Committee Chairman Robert Helterbran stated that he would like to see the lights kept on for 

the Ice Fest. 

 



TOWN HALL 

N/A 

 

PUBLIC WORKS 

N/A 

 

PUBLIC SAFETY / SHADE TREE 

N/A 

 

FINANCE 

James McDonnell reported receiving a letter from Neil Van Horn of Guyasuta.  Town Hall fund is 

doing well.   

 

PERSONNEL / PLANNING COMMISSION 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Robert Helterbran to change book 

keeper Jan Shaw’s title to Assistant Secretary-Treasurer with no increase in pay.  The motion 

carried 6-0 in favor. 

Jan Shaw will be bonded. 

 

McDonnell reported that the Planning Commission’s proposed amendments to the Zoning 

Ordinance will be discussed at the February meeting. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

N/A 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Karl Horman of 303 N Walnut Street brought up his concerns on the crime in the Borough. 

Horman feels we need more police presence. 

The use of an unmarked car was mentioned. 

 

Tommy Wynkoop was present at the meeting and stated that he applied for an occupancy 

permit and was denied due to parking requirements.   Additionally, Wynkoop feels that the 

current zoning ordinance is very confusing with different parking requirements for each 

possible classification for his establishment; 1. Retail, 2. Fast food & 3. Restaurant. Wynkoop 

requested to meet with a council representative to work out proper details needed in order to 

relocate his business.  

 

A motion was made by Sam St. Clair and seconded by Robert Helterbran to authorize Zoning 

Officer Chick Cicconi to issue the occupancy permit.  

A roll call vote was taken; Matt Smith – yes, Pat Scanlon – no, James McDonnell – yes, Judy 

Hoffer – yes, Robert Helterbran – yes, and Sam St. Clair – yes. 

The motion carried 5-1 with Pat Scanlon opposing. 

 

Council is to amend the noted confusion in the updated zoning ordinance and it will be 

discussed at next month’s meeting. 

 

Louise Dean questioned the process if it turns out that the Robert’s Rules of Order were 

interpreted incorrectly by Attorney Dan Hewitt.   

 

President Judy Hoffer replied that this will be addressed next month when attorney Dan Hewitt 

will be present.   



COMMENDATIONS & COMMENTS from OFFICERS and DEPARTMENTS 

Public Works Director Paul Fry stated that the bidding thresholds for the year 2014 as set by the 

PA Department of Labor and Industry are; any contract or purchase under $10,300 requires no 

formal bidding.  Contracts or purchases in the amount of $10,300-19,099 require three 

telephonic quotations.  Any contract or purchase of or over $19,100 requires the formal public 

bidding process.   

 

Fire Chief Paul Church presented his annual power point report presentation for the fire 

department. 

 

EADS Engineer Ben Faas thanked Council for the re-appointment. 

 

Mayor Bellas expressed that he liked the idea to use unmarked car to patrol the Borough. 

 

President Judy Hoffer reported that she received a letter from Kim Shaffer resigning from 

Ligonier Borough Council as of January 9 2014.  Judy stated that she received the letter today. 

 

A motion was made by Sam St. Clair and seconded by Matt Smith to accept Kim Shaffer’s letter 

of resignation.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Judy Hoffer asked that anyone interested in serving on Council to please submit a letter as such 

to her attention @ the Borough Office.   

 

Councilman James McDonnell stated that Council has 30 days to fill this vacancy. 

 

It was decided to hold a special meeting January 30, 2014 @ 7:00 PM to consider any requests.  

  

 Committee appointments will need to be filled as well including Zoning Hearing Board and 

Shade Tree Commission. 

President Judy Hoffer stated that Councilman James McDonnell has stated that he would be 

happy to serve on the Planning Commission for a one-year term. 

 

A motion was made by Pat Scanlon and seconded by Robert Helterbran to appoint James 

McDonnell as liaison to the Planning Commission for a one-year term.  All were in favor. 

 

Councilman Matt Smith said that he would volunteer as a member of the Shade Tree 

Commission. 

 

A motion was made by Robert Helterbran and seconded by Sam St. Clair to appoint Matt Smith 

to serve on the Shade Tree Commission.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

MOTION TO ADJOURN 

A motion was made by Sam St. Clair and seconded by James McDonnell to adjourn the meeting.  

All were in favor.  Council adjourned the meeting @ 8:42 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted 

 

 

Paul A Fry 

Secretary-Treasurer 

Office Manager 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


