
January 8, 2015 

 

The regular meeting of the Ligonier Borough Council was held Thursday, January 8, 2015 @ 7:00 

PM in the Town Hall with Robert Helterbran presiding.  

 

Members present:  Robert Helterbran, James McDonnell, Margaret Garland, Matt Smith, Pat 

Scanlon, and Mike Bieterman.  Absent was Judy Hoffer.  

  

Others present:  Secretary-Treasurer Paul Fry, Mayor Ormond “Butch” Bellas, Engineer Ben 

Faas, Police Chief John Berger, and Ligonier Hose Company #1 Representative Jeff Craig.  

Absent was Solicitor George Welty. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A motion was made by Pat Scanlon and seconded by Matt Smith to approve the Minutes of 

December 11, 2014 as presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

BILLS PAYABLE 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Pat Scanlon to approve the Bills 

Payable.  All were in favor.  

 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Pat Scanlon to approve the Consent 

Calendar as presented.  All were in favor. 

 

James McDonnell thanked Zoning Officer Rick Schwab for his detailed report. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Harrisonburg VA Fountain: 

Secretary-Treasurer Paul Fry read a letter from Tom Thomas of Fine Line Architectural Detailing, 

LLC thanking Paul Fry and the Public Works crew their help in his project of restoring 

Harrisonburg VA statute; which is identical to our Fountain on the Diamond. The Borough Public 

Works received a $150 donation for their gratitude.   

 

Deputy Tax Collector – April Grimm: 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Pat Scanlon to amend Council’s 

motion on the appointment of April Grimm by Council and to approve Ligonier Borough’s Tax 

Collector Robin Roberts’ recommendation to appoint April Grimm as her Deputy Tax Collector.  

The motion carried with all in favor.  It was noted that the surety bond for Cook Township’s Tax 

Collector April Grimm and Ligonier Borough Tax Collector Robin Roberts is through 

Westmoreland County tax office. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Letter received from Stephen Szakall and Dawn Hart of 205 N. Fairfield Street, Ligonier asking 

Council to consider a New Year’s celebration on the Diamond. Szakall and Hart concluded that 

we have a clock on the Methodist Church tower, and the Town Hall bell to signal the arrival of 

the New Year.  It was suggested to add fireworks and perhaps a bagpiper to play Auld Lang 

Syne.  

The letter received is vague and there is no mention as to who will fund the celebration.  It was 

decided to table the topic until a later date. 

 

Letter received from Ann Hewet of 416 Old Lincoln Highway Ligonier requesting permission to 

install a metal piece of sculpture in memory of Doris Mullan in the landing area of St. Clair Park 

Grove. 

 



A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Matt Smith to deny the request.  

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

A letter of resignation was received prior to the meeting from Michael Gray as Public Works 

Mechanic. Michael Gray has accepted a position with the City of Latrobe Public Works 

Department. Gray’s resignation will be effective as of January 2, 2015.  

 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Pat Scanlon to regretfully accept the 

resignation of Michael Gray.  All of Council was in favor. 

 

A thank you letter will be sent to Michael Gray. 

 

Letter received from the LV Chamber of Commerce in regards to January 24-25, 2015 Ice Fest. 

Chamber is requesting to bag 2 meters in front of Library for KettleCorn Man for Ice Fest Friday, 

from 1:00 PM-5PM Sunday. Meters are also requested to be bagged at the 3rd & 4th meters on 

East Main Street along the side of Town Hall for entertainers to load & unload equipment Ice 

Fest Saturday from 9:30 AM – 4:00 PM and Sunday 9:00 AM – 2:30 PM an the first 4 meters on 

Fairfield Street beside the YMCA for the horse trailer & truck for horse drawn sleigh rides both 

Saturday and Sunday from 8:00 AM – 4:00 PM. 

 

A motion was made by Pat Scanlon and seconded by James McDonnell to approve the request 

from the Chamber of Commerce.  The motion carried with all in favor. 

 

An executive session was called for Personnel by Robert Helterbran @ 7:17 PM with possible 

action to be taken afterwards.   

Council returned from executive session @ 7:50 PM with the following action: 

 

A motion was made by Pat Scanlon and seconded by Matt Smith to amend Police Contract from 

3 years to 1 year term of agreement.  All of Council was in favor. 

 

A motion was made by Pat Scanlon and seconded by James McDonnell to appoint Amber Noel 

Ligonier Borough’s Animal Control Officer effective January 8, 2015 and eliminate the services 

of Hoffman Kennels.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

An Intermunicipal Agreement between Ligonier Borough and Ligonier Township for a shared 

Code Enforcement Officer is in the works with the two solicitors. Topic to be discussed at a later 

date. 

 

A motion was made by Pat Scanlon and seconded by Matt Smith to advertise for a 

laborer/mechanic for Public Works to fill the vacancy of Michael Gray.  All were in favor. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

PARKS & RECREATION 

Chairman James McDonnell reported that large trucks are again running over the snow covered 

Diamond. McDonnell asked Council to consider bollards or boulders for the four corners of the 

Diamond.   

 

TOWN HALL 

N/A 

 

PUBLIC WORKS 

Public Works Chair Margaret Garland reported that the Public Works has been plowing and 

salting the roads and maintaining the equipment. 

 



PUBLIC SAFETY / SHADE TREE 

Matt Smith reported that the new police car is now in service. 

 

FINANCE 

N/A 

 

PERSONNEL / PLANNING 

Subdivision request: Gary and Melanie Riffle: approved by planning committee January 5, 

2014. 

 

A motion was made by Pat Scanlon and seconded by Matt Smith to approve the subdivision.  

All of Council was in favor. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Bidding Threshold for 2015: 

Pennsylvania Department of Labor & Industry published the authority and municipal bidding 

thresholds for 2015 under Act 90 of 2011.  Under Act 90, the Municipality Authorities Act was 

amended to raise the bidding thresholds and provide for an annual inflation adjustment based 

on the Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers. 

 

The percentage change for the 12-month period ending September 30, 2014, is 1.7%. 

Therefore, beginning on January 1, 2015, the bidding thresholds for municipal authorities will 

be as follows: 

 Purchases and contracts below $10,500 require no formal bidding or written / 

telephonic quotations. 

 Purchases and contracts between $10,500 and $19,400 require three written / 

telephonic quotations. 

 Purchases and contracts over $19,400 require formal bidding. 

 

Re-Enact Ordinances: 

#262 Real Estate Transfer Tax 1% 

#328 Wage Tax .5% 

#329 Per Capita Tax $5.00 

#361 Amusement Tax 5% 

#368 Occupational Privilege Tax $5.00 (LST Tax) 

 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Pat Scanlon to re-enact the above 

Ordinances.  All of Council was in favor. 

 

Depositories for Borough Funds: 

BNY Mellon Bank 

Citizens Bank 

Commercial Bank 

First National Bank 

PNC Bank 

Standard Bank 

First Commonwealth Bank 

Somerset Trust Co. 

 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Pat Scanlon to approve the above 

Depositories for Borough Funds.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

 



 

Financial Services 

Berkheimer Tax Administrator – ACT 511 Taxes 

PNC Advisors – Police Pension Fund 

Guyasuta Investment Advisors – Town Hall and P&R Funds 

Mockenhaupt – Police Pension Fund 

 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Pat Scanlon to approve the above 

listed Financial Services for Ligonier Borough.  All were in favor. 

 

APPOINTMENTS 

Auditor – (Delisi Keenan & Assoc.) 

Solicitor – Welty & Welty LLP (George Welty) 

Engineer – EADS (Ben Faas) 

Chief of Police – (John E Berger) 

Fire Chief – (Paul Church) 

Secretary-Treasurer / Public Works Director – (Paul Fry) 

Planning Committee Counsel – (George Welty) 

Zoning Board Counsel – (David DeRose) 

Zoning Officer – (Rick Schwab) 

UCC Appeals Board Counsel – (Mark Sorice) 

Delegate for State Convention (Paul Fry, Alternate Jan Shaw) 

Right to Know Officer (Paul Fry) 

Chief Financial Officer (Pension Plans) (Paul Fry) 

Delegates for Act 32 Tax Collection Committee (Paul Fry) alternate (Jan Shaw) 

Emergency Management Coordinator (Chris Stouffer) 

 

A motion was made by Pat Scanlon and seconded by Matt Smith to approve the appointments 

for the Borough.  All of Council was in favor. 

 

Adopt 2015 Hazard Mitigation Plan: 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Pat Scanlon to adopt the 2015 

Hazard Mitigation Plan.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

COMMENDATIONS & COMMENTS from OFFICERS  & DEPARTMENTS 

Secretary-Treasurer Paul Fry reported that the recent shoot for the movie “Let it Snow” on the 

Diamond went well.  

 

Fire Chief, Paul Church was present to give the annual fire report. 

 

Mayor Bellas reported that Fred Hayes express interest to change Hickory Alley to Hickory 

Street.  Belles felt that by doing so this could possibly get the Borough more Liquid Fuel funds.   

Secretary-Treasurer Paul Fry replied that it would not. 

 

Mayor Bellas felt that Council should consider donating the $500 received for the movie shoot 

to the Chamber for their Christmas lights. 

 

A motion was made by Matt Smith and seconded by Mike Bieterman to donate the $500 from 

the movie shoot to the Chamber for Christmas lights.  All were in favor. 

 

Mayor Bellas reported that the new Police car is very nice. 

Mayor Bellas ended his report by reminding everyone to please shovel their sidewalks. 

 



President Robert Helterbran thanked everyone for coming and noted that the next meeting will 

be Thursday, February 12, 2015. 

 

MOTION TO ADJOURN 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Pat Scanlon to adjourn the meeting.  

All of Council was in favor.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:35 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Paul A Fry 

Secretary-Treasurer 

Office Manager 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


