
January 6, 2014 

 

The Ligonier Borough Council Reorganization Meeting was held Monday, January 6, 2014 @ 

7:00 PM in the Town Hall. 

Members Present:  Robert Helterbran, Patrick Scanlon, Matthew Smith, Judy Hoffer, Kim 

Shaffer, James McDonnell, and Sam St. Clair. 

 

Others Present: Secretary-Treasurer Paul Fry, Mayor Ormond “Butch” Bellas.  Absent were 

Police Chief John Berger, Solicitor George Welty, Engineer Ben Faas, and Fire Chief Paul Church. 

 

Newly elected Mayor Ormond K. Bellas and Council Members Robert Helterbran, Patrick 

Scanlon, and Matthew Smith were sworn in by Magisterial District Justice Honorable Denise 

Snyder Thiel and administered the Oath of Office. Secretary-Treasurer Paul Fry stated that 

newly elected Councilwoman Kim Shaffer has been previously sworn in. 

 

The Honorable Ormond “Butch” Bellas called the meeting to order and asked for a Roll Call 

followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Mayor Bellas conducted an election of Council Officers.  

Mayor Bellas asked for nomination for President of Council. 

 

James McDonnell nominated Judy Hoffer for president. 

 

Sam St. Clair nominated Robert Helterbran. 

 

With two candidates for president acknowledged, Mayor Bellas closed any further nominations. 

 

Mayor Bellas called for a Roll Call Vote for Judy Hoffer as Council President. 

Matt Smith – no, Pat Scanlon – yes, James McDonnell – yes, Robert Helterbran – no, Kim 

Shaffer – yes, Judy Hoffer –yes, Sam St. Clair – no.   (4 – yes, 3 – no). 

 

Mayor Bellas called for a Roll Call Vote for Robert Helterbran as Council President. 

Matt Smith – yes, Pat Scanlon – no, James McDonnell – no, Robert Helterbran – yes, Kim 

Shaffer – no, Judy Hoffer – no, Sam St. Clair – yes.  (4 - no, 3 – yes). 

 

Judy Hoffer will be the new President 2014. 

 

Mayor Bellas called for a nomination for the election of Vice President of Council. 

Judy Hoffer nominated James McDonnell for Vice President with Pat Scanlon seconding the 

motion.   

Mayor Bellas closed the nominations. 

The motion carried 7-0. 

Mayor Bellas turned over the gavel to new Council President Judy Hoffer. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

a.  Re-enact Ordinances: 

#262 Real Estate Transfer Tax 1% 

#328 Wage Tax .5% 

#329 Per Capital Tax $5.00 

#361 Amusement Tax 5% 

#368 Occupational Privilege Tax $5.00 (LST Tax) 

Tax Ordinance for 2014 @ 23.5 Mills 



 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Pat Scanlon to re-enact the 

above ordinances.  All of Council was in favor. 

 

b. Depositories for Borough Funds 

BNY Mellon Bank 

Citizens Bank 

Commercial Bank 

First National Bank 

PNC Bank 

Standard Bank 

First Commonwealth Bank 

Somerset Trust Co. 

 

A motion was made by Pat Scanlon and seconded by James McDonnell to approve the 

above Depositories.  

 All were in favor. 

 

c.  Financial Services 

Berkheimer Tax Administrator – ACT 511 Taxes 

PNC Advisors – Police Pension Fund 

Guyasuta Investment Advisors Town Hall P & R Funds 

Mockenhaupt – Police Pension Fund 

 

A motion was made by Kim Shaffer and seconded by Pat Scanlon to approve the above 

Financial Services.  All of Council was in favor. 

 

d. Appointments for 2014 

Auditor – Delisi Keenan and Associates 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Kim Shaffer to approve Delisi 

Keenan & Associates. The motion carried 7-0. 

 

Solicitor Welty & Welty LLC (George Welty) 

A motion was made by Matt Smith and seconded by Sam St. Clair to approve George 

Welty as Solicitor. 

All were in favor. 

 

Engineer – EADS (Ben Faas) 

A motion was made by Sam St. Clair and seconded by Matt Smith to re-appoint Ben Faas 

as Engineer. All were in favor. 

 

Chief of Police – (John Berger) 

A motion was made by Kim Shaffer and seconded by James McDonnell to re-appoint 

John Berger as Chief of Police. The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Fire Chief – (Paul Church) 

A motion was made by Kim Shaffer and seconded by Sam St. Clair to re-appoint Paul 

Church as Fire Chief for Ligonier Borough.  All of Council was in favor. 

 

Secretary-Treasurer / Public Works Director (Paul Fry) 



A motion was made by Kim Shaffer and seconded by James McDonnell to re-appoint 

Paul Fry as Secretary-Treasurer / Public Works Director.  All were in favor. 

 

Planning Commission Counsel – (Richard Flickinger) 

A motion was made by Kim Shaffer and seconded by James McDonnell to re-appoint 

Richard Flickinger as Planning Commission Counsel.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Zoning Board Counsel – (David DeRose) 

A motion was made by Matt Smith and seconded by James McDonnell to re-appoint 

David DeRose as Counsel for Zoning Board.  The motion carried 7-0. 

 

Land Use Administrator – (Merle Musick) – Assistant Chick Cicconi 

Councilman James McDonnell commented that the probationary period for Merle 

Musick ended December 31, 2013 and that Chick Cicconi has expressed desire to get 

back involved. 

 

A motion was made by Kim Shaffer and seconded by James McDonnell to appoint Chick 

Cicconi as Land Use Administrator/Zoning Officer and Paul Fry Assistant.  

Roll Call vote was taken; Matt Smith – no, Pat Scanlon – yes, James McDonnell – yes, 

Judy Hoffer – yes, Kim Shaffer – yes, Robert Helterbran – no, Sam St. Clair – no. Motion 

carried 4-yes 3 -no. 

Chick Cicconi will be the new Land Use Administrator with Paul Fry the assistant. 

 

UCC Appeals Board Counsel – (Mark Sorice) 

A motion was made by Robert Helterbran and seconded by James McDonnell to re-

appoint Mark Sorice to UCC Appeals Board Counsel. The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Delegate for State Convention – (Paul Fry) 

Right to Know Officer – (Paul Fry) 

Chief Financial Officer (Pension Plans) – (Paul Fry) 

 

A motion was made by Kim Shaffer and seconded by Robert Helterbran to re-appoint 

Paul Fry to the above three positions.  All of Council was in favor.  

 

Delegates for Act 32 Tax Collection Committee for 2014 (Paul Fry) alternate (Jan Shaw) 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Matt Smith to approve.  All 

were in favor. 

 

Emergency Management Coordinator (Chris Stouffer) 

A motion was made by Sam St. Clair and seconded by Robert Helterbran to re-appoint 

Chris Stouffer to Emergency Management Coordinator for the Borough.  All of Council 

was in favor. 

 

e. Appoint / Discussion on Chairman of the Vacancy Board 

Council discussed and will act on the matter @ Thursday, January 9th regular monthly 

meeting. 

    

f. Adopt Roberts Rules of Order and Borough Code for governing conduct of meetings. 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Kim Shaffer to accept 

Roberts Rules of Order and Borough Code for governing conduct of meetings.  All of 

Council was in favor. 



 

Councilman Robert Helterbran called for an executive session for legal matters with 

Richard Flickinger invited into the room at the close of the meeting with no action to be 

taken. 

 

      PUBLIC COMMENT 

      N/A 

 

COMMENDATIONS and COMMENTS from OFFICERS and DEPARTMENTS  

Secretary-Treasurer / Public Works Director Paul Fry welcomed new president Judy Hoffer 

and new Vice          President James McDonnell.  

Paul Fry also asked Council to support and endorse an ice sculpture for the annual Ice Fest. 

 

Paul Fry received a request for a handicapped parking spot in front of house @ 234 E. 

Church Street for Roberta Leslie. Roberta Leslie enclosed a copy of vehicle registration which 

shows she has a handicapped license plate. 

 

A motion was made by Kim Shaffer and seconded by Robert Helterbran to approve the 

request.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Mayor Bellas welcomed Judy Hoffer as president as well as the two new council people; 

Matt Smith and Pat Scanlon. 

Mayor Bellas reminded everyone to keep their sidewalks shoveled. 

 

President Judy Hoffer thanked everyone for their support.  Hoffer hopes 2014 is a good year. 

Hoffer stated that the next meeting will be January 9th, @ 7:00 PM to carry on regular 

business. 

 

Paul Fry stated that the Council meeting dates  / Planning Commission meeting dates for 

2014 have been properly advertised and are on the website as well.  

 

MOTION TO ADJOURN 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Pat Scanlon to adjourn into 

executive session.  All of Council was in favor. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Paul A Fry 

Secretary-Treasurer 

Office Manager 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


