
January 30, 2014 

 

A special meeting of the Ligonier Borough Council was held Thursday, January 30, 2014 in the 

Town Hall with Judy Hoffer presiding.  The purpose of the meeting was to appoint new council 

person to fill vacancy from Kim Shaffer’s resignation. 

 

Members Present:  Judy Hoffer, James McDonnell, Sam St. Clair, Robert Helterbran, Matt Smith. 

Absent was Pat Scanlon. 

 

Others Present:  Secretary-Treasurer Paul Fry, Mayor Ormond Bellas, Solicitor George Welty.  

Absent was Police Chief John Berger. 

 

BILLS PAYALBE 

A motion was made by Sam St. Clair and seconded by Robert Helterbran to approve the Bills 

Payable.  All were in favor. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

President Judy Hoffer explained the purpose of the meeting tonight is to fill the vacant council 

seat.  Hoffer turned the meeting over to the Personnel / Vacancy Committee. 

 

James McDonnell stated that the committee met and went over the 5 letters submitted 

expressing interest in claiming the vacancy.  An interview session with all 5 separately was held 

Monday, January 27, 2014. One of the 5 had to withdraw due to a company policy prohibiting 

the individual from participating in municipal activities at this level. A unanimous agreement of 

the committee was to choose Mike Bieterman as the new appointee.  

 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Sam St. Clair to appoint Mike 

Bieterman to fill the Council vacancy.  All were in favor. 

 

President Judy Hoffer welcomed Mike Bieterman into the two-year term to expire in 2016. 

Mayor Bellas swore in Mike Bieterman. 

 

An executive session was called for personnel @ 7:05PM by Robert Helterbran.   

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

None 

 

COMMENDATIONS & COMMENTS from OFFICERS  & DEPARTMENTS 

Councilman Sam St. Clair wished to make a motion to hold a reorganization of Council Officers 

due to having a newly elected Council person.   

 

President Judy Hoffer asked for guidance from Solicitor Welty. 

Solicitor Welty explained that according to the 2012 Borough Code the motion would be in 

order. 

 

The motion was seconded by Robert Helterbran to hold a reorganization of Council Officers. 

The motion carried 4-2. 

 

Mayor Bellas called for nominations for office of President. 

 

Sam St. Clair nominated Robert Helterbran as President. 



James McDonnell nominated Judy Hoffer as President. 

 

Roll Call vote was taken for Robert Helterbran as President: 

 Sam St. Clair – yes, Robert Helterbran – yes, Judy Hoffer – no, Mike Bieterman – yes, James 

McDonnell – no, Matt Smith – yes.   4-2 

Robert Helterbran will now serve as Council President. 

 

Newly elected President called for nominations for Vice President. 

 

Matt Smith nominated Sam St. Clair for Vice President.  

Judy Hoffer nominated James McDonnell. 

 

Roll call vote was taken for Sam St. Clair to office of Vice President: 

Sam St. Clair – yes, Robert Helterbran – yes, Judy Hoffer – no, Mike Bieterman – yes, James 

McDonnell – no, Matt Smith. 4-2 

Sam St. Clair is new Vice President of Council. 

 

MOTION TO ADJOURN 

A motion was made by Judy Hoffer and seconded by Mike Bieterman to adjourn the meeting.  

The meeting was adjourned at 7:17 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Paul A Fry 

Secretary-Treasurer 

Office Manager 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


