
January 3, 2012 

 

The biennial reorganization meeting of the Ligonier Borough Council was held Tuesday, January 

3, 2012 @ 7:00 PM in the Town Hall with Mayor Ormond Bellas presiding. 

 

Members Present: Mayor Ormond “Butch” Bellas, Kim Shaffer, Robert Helterbran, Robert Bell, 

Tom Freeman, re-elected James McDonnell and newly elected Judy Hoffer and James St. Clair. 

 

Others Present:  Secretary-Treasurer Paul Fry, Solicitor George Welty, and Police Chief John 

Berger. 

 

Re-elect James McDonnell and newly elected Judy Hoffer and James St. Clair were sworn in and 

administered the Oath of Office by Mayor Bellas. 

 

Mayor Bellas conducted an election of Council Officers.  Mayor Bellas asked for nomination for 

President of Council.   

Kim Shaffer nominated Robert Helterbran with Tom Freeman seconding the motion. The 

motion carried 7-0 with all in favor. 

 

Robert Bell nominated Kim Shaffer for Vice President of Council with Judy Hoffer seconding the 

motion. The motion carried 7-0 with all in favor. 

 

Mayor Bellas turned over the gavel to new Council President Robert Helterbran. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

A. Re-enact Ordinances: 

      #262 Real Estate Transfer Tax 1% 

      #328 Wage Tax .5% 

      #329 Per Capita Tax $5.00 

      #361 Amusement Tax 5% 

            #368 Occupational Privilege Tax $5.00 (LST Tax) 

            Set Millage rate @ 23.5 for 2012 

 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Kim Shaffer to accept the list of 

Ordinances to re-enact in total.  All of Council was in favor. 

 

B.  Depositories for Borough Funds 

Mellon Bank 

Citizens Bank 

Commercial Bank 

First National Bank 

PNC Bank 

Standard Bank 

First Commonwealth Bank 

Somerset Trust Co. 

 

A motion was made by Robert Bell and seconded by James McDonnell to appoint the above as 

Depositories for Borough Funds. Council approved unanimously. 

 

C.  Financial Services 

Berkheimer Tax Administrator – ACT 511 Taxes (@ 1.45%) 



PNC Advisors – Police Pension Fund 

Guyasuta Investment Advisors Town Hall & P&R Funds 

 

A motion was made by Kim Shaffer and seconded by James McDonnell to accept the Financial 

Services for the Borough of Ligonier.  All were in favor. 

 

D.  Appointments 

Auditor – (Delisi & Associates) 

Solicitor – (George Welty) 

Engineer – (EADS) 

Chief of Police – (John Berger) 

Fire Chief – (Paul Church) 

Secretary-Treasurer / Public Works Director – (Paul Fry) 

Planning Commission Counsel – (Richard Flickinger) 

Zoning Board Counsel – (David DeRose) 

Land Use Administrator – (Chick Cicconi) 

UCC Appeals Board Counsel – (Mark Sorice) 

Delegates for State Convention – Paul Fry and Robert Bell Alternate 

Delegates for WCTCC Act-32 – Paul Fry and Robert Bell Alternate 

 

A motion was made by Kim Shaffer and seconded by Tom Freeman to approve the above 

Appointments.  All of Council was in favor. 

 

James McDonnell called for an executive session for Litigation / Personnel @ 7:10 PM.   

Council returned @ 8:14 PM with no action taken. 

 

A motion was made by Tom Freeman and seconded by Kim Shaffer to adhere to the decision of 

the Zoning Hearing Board In regards to the ruling on new signs for the Giant Eagle Sign Variance 

in the Borough.  Council unanimously decided not to file an appeal of the Zoning Hearing 

Board’s decision in reference / regards to Richard Flickinger’s letter dated December 29, 2011.   

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

 No public comment 

 

 COMMENDATIONS and COMMENTS from OFFICERS and DEPARTMENTS 

Paul Fry stated that he is looking forward to working with new Council in 2012. 

Secretary Fry stated mileage reimbursement will be at 55.5 cents per mile 

Paul Fry was designated as Chief Financial Officer to administer Liquid Fuels Fund 

Solicitor Welty welcome the new members back. 

Mayor Bellas congratulated all & wished everyone a Happy New Year. 

MOTION TO ADJOURN 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Robert Bell to adjourn the meeting. 

The motion carried unanimously.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:17 PM. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

Paul A Fry 

Secretary-Treasurer 

Office Manager 



           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


