
January 13, 2011 

 

The regular meeting of the Ligonier Borough Council was held Thursday, January 13, 2011 in the 

Town Hall @ 7:00 PM with President Dale Show presiding. 

 

Members Present:  Dale Show, James McDonnell, Robert Helterbran, Sam Banales, Tom 

Freeman.  Absent were Robert Bell and Kim Shaffer.  

 

Others Present:  Secretary-Treasurer Paul A Fry, Mayor Ormond “Butch” Bellas, Engineer Ben 

Faas, Solicitor George Welty, Police Chief John Berger, Fire Chief Paul Church. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A motion was made by Tom Freeman and seconded by Robert Helterbran to approve the 

meeting minutes of December 9, 2010.  All of Council was in favor. 

 

BILLS PAYABLE 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Sam Banales to approve the Bills 

Payable.  All were in favor. 

 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

A motion was made by Tom Freeman and seconded by Robert Helterbran to approve the 

Consent Calendar as presented.  The motion carried 5-0. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Flood Plain Ordinance # 546 

Solicitor Welty reported that the Ordinance has been properly advertised with proof of 

publication in hand. 

 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Tom Freeman to approve and enact 

Flood Plain Ordinance #546.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Nothing 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

PARKS & RECREATION 

A motion was made by Tom Freeman and seconded by Robert Helterbran to award Hillsview 

Landscaping the 2011 contract for Diamond care.  All of Council was in favor. 

 

TOWN HALL 

Robert Helterbran reported receiving proposal in the amount of $3,960 from Johnson Controls 

to furnish materials and labor to install balancing valves into hot water piping heating system 

regarding Town Hall’s recent boiler problems. 

 A motion was made by Robert Helterbran and seconded by James McDonnell to accept the bid 

from Johnson Controls for $3,960.  All were in favor. 

Helterbran reported still waiting for camera quote update.   

 

 

 



PUBLIC WORKS 

Committee chairman Tom Freeman reported that salt has been ordered.  Freeman reported 

that the Public Works vehicle maintenance is ongoing as the trucks are getting older.  The 

purchase of another truck down the road will be something that will eventually need to be 

discussed.   

Borough Association State Convention: 

A motion was made by Tom Freeman and seconded by James McDonnell to approve Paul Fry to 

attend the Borough’s Association State Convention in Harrisburg, April 2011. 

PUBLIC SAFETY / SHADE TREE 

It was reported that John Shaffer retired from the Ligonier Hose Co. #1 after 38 years of service.  

A letter of appreciation is to be sent out to him. 

 

FINANCE 

In the absence of Chairman Robert Bell, James McDonnell reported that the Town Hall Fund is 

up to 4 million as of the end of December 2010 vs. 2.5 million previously in March of 2009.   

 

PERSONNEL / PLANNING COMMISSION 

GIS Grant request is ongoing. 

James McDonnell reported that Council President Dale Show was recently recognized and commended 

for his volunteer work as a court appointed advocate.  

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Tom Freeman effective January 2011 pay 

increase for non-union employees, Paul Fry (2.8%), John Berger (3.4%), Jan Shaw (4.0%) and Carole 

Henderson (4.4%) and Meter Attendant Toni Ulery to increase her time to 39 hours part- time @ $9.25 

an hour.  The motion carried with one opposition by Dale Show.   

James McDonnell reported that the Planning Commission has recommended for the development of the 

Armory Property to proceed along the lines of the plans presented.  The Planning Commission will hold a 

Public Hearing February 3, 2011. 

NEW BUSINESS 

Ordinances: 

#262 Real Estate Transfer Tax 1% 

#328 Wage Tax .5% 

#329 Per Capita Tax $5.00 

#361 Amusement Tax 5% 

#368 Occupational Privilege Tax $5.00 (LST Tax) 

 

A motion was made by Robert Helterbran and seconded by Sam Banales to re-enact the 

ordinances.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Depositories for Borough Funds: 

Mellon Bank 

Citizens Bank 

Commercial Bank 

First National Bank 

PNC Bank 

Standard Bank 

First Commonwealth Bank 

Somerset Bank & Trust 



 

A motion was made by Tom Freeman and seconded by James McDonnell to approve the list of 

Depositories.  All were in favor. 

 

Financial Services: 

PA Municipal Service – ACT 511 Taxes 

PNC Advisors – Police Pension Fund 

Guyasuta Investment Advisors – Town Hall and P&R Funds 

 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Robert Helterbran to approve the 

three Financial Services listed above.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Appointments: 

Auditor – (Richard L Patterson) 

Solicitor – (George Welty) 

Engineer – (EADS) 

Chief of Police – (John Berger) 

Fire Chief – (Paul Church) 

Secretary – Treasurer / Public Works Director – (Paul Fry) 

Planning Commission Counsel – (Richard Flickinger) 

Zoning Board Counsel – (David DeRose) 

Land Use Administrator – (Chick Cicconi) 

UCC Appeals Board Counsel – (Mark Sorice) 

 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Tom Freeman to approve the list of ten 

appointments above for 2011.   All were in favor. 

 

Zoning Hearing Board – James Meade term is up 2/15/2011.  James Meade has agreed if so desired to 

serve another 3 years on the Zoning Hearing Board. 

 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Robert Helterbran to appoint James 

Meade to another 3-year term to 02-15-2014 with the Zoning Hearing Board. The motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

Kim Shaffer’s term serving on the Shade Tree Commission was up in September 2010. Kim 

Shaffer has agreed to serve another term on the commission. 

 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Robert Helterbran to rectify and 

appoint Kim Shaffer to serve another term to 09-15-2013 on the Shade Tree Commission.  All 

were in favor. 

 

James McDonnell’s term will expire on 2/15/2011 on the Planning Commission.  McDonnell 

has agreed to serve another term with the Planning Commission. 

 

A motion was made by Robert Helterbran and seconded by Sam Banales to appoint James 

McDonnell to serve a term until 01-15-2012 with the Planning Commission.  All of Council was 

in favor. 

 

 Resolution 1 of 2011 – Police Pension 

A motion was made by Robert Helterbran and seconded by Sam Banales to accept Resolution 1 

of 2011 to reduce the contribution rate to 2.75% for the Police Pension.  All were in favor. 



 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

President Show recognized Boy Scouts from troop #375 present to witness a government 

meeting.   

 

COMMENDATIONS & COMMENTS from OFFICERS and DEPARTMENTS 

Mileage: .51 

A motion was made by Tom Freeman and seconded by Robert Helterbran to set the 

reimbursable mileage rate to .51 a mile.   All were in favor. 

 

Pay Bills as needed: 

A motion was made by Robert Helterbran and seconded by James McDonnell to pay bills as 

needed between meetings after approval of chair.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

State Convention: 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Tom Freeman to appoint Paul Fry a 

voting delegate at the Annual State Convention with Robert Bell to serve as delegate.  All were 

in favor. 

 

Secretary-Treasurer Paul Fry announced that Christmas Tree recycling will still be available until 

the end of this month to take it down to the Loyalhanna Watershed recycling site. 

 

Solicitor George Welty thanked Council for the re-appointment.   

 

Engineer Ben Faas reported that the H2O Funding Request was not funded in the first round.  

The second round of grant request was considered at CFA’s November 2010 meeting with 

announcements not to take place until mid January. 

 

Faas further reported that a meeting was attended on the 7th regarding the Mapping (GIS).  It is 

unknown at this time when the Borough will hear if the project is funded. 

 

Fire Chief Paul Church gave the 2010 Ligonier Hose Co. No. #1 report. 

  

MOTION TO ADJOURN 

The meeting was closed at 7:53PM by President Dale Show. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Paul A Fry 

Secretary-Treasurer 

Office Manager 

 

 

 

 

 

 


