
January 10, 2013 

 

The regular meeting of the Ligonier Borough Council was held Thursday, January 10, 2013 @ 7:00 PM 

in the Ligonier Town Hall with President Robert Helterbran presiding. 

 

Members present: Robert Helterbran, James McDonnell, Robert Bell, Sam St. Clair.  Absent were Tom 

Freeman, Kim Shaffer, and Judy Hoffer. 

 

Others present:  Secretary-Treasurer Paul Fry, Mayor Ormond “Butch” Bellas, Solicitor George Welty, 

Police Chief John Berger and Fire Chief Paul Church and Engineer Ben Faas.  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Robert Bell to approve the minutes of 

regular meeting and conditional use hearing minutes of December 13, 2012 as presented.  All were in 

favor. 

 

BILLS PAYABLE 

A motion was made by Robert Bell and seconded by James McDonnell to approve the Bills Payable as 

presented.  All were in favor. 

 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

A motion was made by Sam St. Clair and seconded by Robert Bell to approve the Consent Calendar as 

presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

N/A 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

A temporary Sign Permit Application from Holy Trinity Church for a 2 ft. by 6 ft. vinyl banner to be 

displayed on Parish Property January 21 – February 3, 2013 to advertise Catholic Schools Week. 

A motion was by James McDonnell and seconded by Robert Bell to approve Holy Trinity’s request.  All 

were in favor. 

 

A request was received from the LV Chamber of Commerce to bag 2 meters in front of the Library for 

the KettleKorn Man from Friday evening at 7PM through Sunday @ 4PM.  It is also requested to bag 

the 3rd and 4th meters on East Main Street along the side of the Town Hall for the entertainers to 

unload their equipment Saturday from 10AM – 4PM and Sunday 8:30 AM – 2:30 PM. Additionally the 

meters in front of Martin’s store to Equine Chic for horse and buggy rides (weather permitting) both 

Saturday and Sunday are requested to be bagged. 

 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Robert Bell to approve the request from the 

LV Chamber of Commerce with the exception of permitting only 1 meter to be bagged in front of 

Martins, closest to Town Hall.  The motion carried. 

 

A complaint was received from an individual regarding the number of snow covered sidewalks in town 

on Fairfield Street, and West Vincent Street.  The individual questioned if they would be cited. 

 

Mayor Bellas stated that he too had received a complaint on the same issue and noted that the 

borough residents can be cited.  Bellas confirmed that the businesses in the borough have 12 hours to 

clear their sidewalks and residents have 24 hours.   

 



COMMITTEE REPORTS 

PARKS & RECREATION 

In Chairman Judy Hoffer’s absence Paul Fry stated that the Borough will accept bids/quotes for 

Diamond maintenance.  A set of specks can be picked up and turned back in to the Borough office by 

noon on January 31, 2013.  Council will then act on this at the February 2013 meeting. 

 

Councilman James McDonnell discussed the ongoing issue of trucks running over the inner Diamond.  

McDonnell suggested putting in large limestone boulders on the two sections of the Diamond that get 

continuously run over.  McDonnell reported that the Borough has PennDot’s approval to do this.  

A discussion ensued and the topic is to be further discussed.    

 

TOWN HALL 

N/A 

 

PUBLIC WORKS 

N/A 

 

PUBLIC SAFETY / SHADE TREE 

N/A 

 

FINANCE 

N/A 

 

PERSONNEL / PLANNING COMMISSION  

Nothing on Planning Commission. 

James McDonnell, Chairman of the Personnel Committee reported receiving two; two-year signed 

Labor Contracts in place with Laborers Union and Police Department through 2014.   

McDonnell thanked all of the Borough employees for their understanding and efforts to get the 

contract together. 

 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Robert Bell to ratify the recently signed and 

received Laborers Union Contract for the next two years.  All were in favor. 

 

McDonnell finished by reporting that the Borough’s newest Custodian, Glenn “Tom” Gibson has 

completed his 90-day probation period that ended December 19th, 2012. 

 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Robert Bell to recognize Glenn “Tom” 

Gibson as a regular full-time borough employee retro-active to December 19, 2012.  The motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 Ordinances: 

#262 Real Estate Transfer Tax 1% 

#328 Wage Tax .5% 

#329 Per Capita Tax $5.00 

#361 Amusement Tax 5% 

#368 Occupational Privilege Tax $5.00 

 

A motion was made by Robert Bell and seconded by James McDonnell to re-enact the above 

ordinances.  All were in favor. 

 



Depositories for Borough Funds: 

Mellon Bank 

Citizens Bank 

Commercial Bank 

First National Bank 

PNC Bank 

Standard Bank 

First Commonwealth Bank 

Somerset Bank & Trust 

 

A motion was made by Robert Bell and seconded by Sam St. Clair to approve the above listed 

Depositories for Borough funds.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Financial Services: 

PA Municipal Services (Per Capita Tax, Delinquent EIT 2009-2011) 

Berkheimer – ACT 511 Taxes (EIT & LST) 

PNC Advisors & Mockenhaupt – Police Pension Fund 

Guyasuta Investment Advisors – Town Hall and P&R Funds 

 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Sam St. Clair to approve the Financial 

Services listed above.  The motion carried. 

 

APPOINTMENTS 

Auditors – (Delisi & Assoc.) 

Solicitor – (George Welty) 

Engineer – (EADS) Ben Faas 

Chief of Police – (John E. Berger) 

Fire Chief – (Paul Church) 

Secretary-Treasurer / Public Works Director – (Paul Fry) 

Planning Commission Counsel – (Richard Flickinger) 

Zoning Board Counsel – (David DeRose) 

Land Use Administrator – (Chick Cicconi) 

UCC Appeals Board Counsel – (Mark Sorice) 

Re-appoint delegates for Act 32 Tax Collection Committee for 2013 – (Paul Fry & Bob Bell) 

 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Sam St. Clair to re-appoint the above 

listed.  All were in favor. 

 

APPOINTMENTS CONTINUED: 

Planning Commission Re-appointments, Jim McDonnell 1 year term, Terry Murphy 2 year term, & Joe 

Willard 4 year term. 

 

A motion was made by Robert Bell and seconded by Sam St. Clair to re-appoint the above three 

individuals with the terms listed.  All were in favor. 

 

Zoning Hearing Board Re-appointment, Ed Matson 3 Year term 

A motion was made by Robert Bell and seconded by James McDonnell to re-appoint Ed Matson to a 

3-yr term to the Zoning Hearing Board.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Appoint Paul Fry and Robert Helterbran as representatives to Central Westmoreland COG 

 



A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Robert Bell to appoint Paul Fry and 

Robert Helterbran as representatives to Central Westmoreland COG.  All were in favor. 

 

Re-appoint Paul Fry as CFO for Police Pension Plan 

 

A motion was made by Robert Bell and seconded by Sam St. Clair to re-appoint Paul Fry as CFO for 

Police Pension Plan.  The motion carried. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

N/A 

COMMENDATIONS and COMMENTS from OFFICERS and DEPARTMENTS 

Secretary-Treasurer Paul Fry established the mileage reimbursement rate for the year 2013 @ .565 / 

mile.    

Fry reported a new Borough Code was adopted in 2012 in which was implemented a bidding threshold 

for consumer price index. Any contract / purchase that the Borough makes that is below $10,200 

requires no formal bidding or written telephonic quotations.  Purchases and contracts between 

$10,200 - $18,900 require three written or telephonic quotations.  All purchases and contracts over 

$18,900 require the formal bidding process. 

 

Fry also reported that this year we are scheduled to validate the borough meters.  Fry also informed 

everyone that upon meeting with the manager of Weights and Measures he was told that within two 

weeks Westmoreland County will be adopting a new ordinance with new rules and regulations 

mandated for fee structure and as to how often it is required for certifying meters.  Currently every 24 

months meters are required to be certified and this will be extended to 60 months after the new 

ordinance.  

 

Secretary-Treasurer Paul Fry stated that the annual audit has begun.   

 

Solicitor Welty stated the need for executive session at the end of tonight’s meeting for litigation.  

There will be no action that will need to be taken.   

 

Fire Chief Paul Church was present and gave his year end report for the LV Fire Department.  Church 

gave a power point presentation. 

 

EADS Engineer Ben Faas reported that EADS reviewed and approved the storm water management 

plan for the West Main development.   

 

Police Chief thanked Council for his re-appointment. 

 

President Helterbran reported that council would be adjourning into executive session with no action 

to be taken. 

MOTION TO ADJOURN 

A motion was made by Sam St. Clair and seconded by Robert Bell to adjourn the meeting.  The motion 

carried unanimously.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:57 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Paul A Fry 

Secretary-Treasurer 

Office Manager 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


