
March 10, 2011 

The regular meeting of the Ligonier Borough Council was held Thursday, March 10, 2011 in the 

Town Hall with President Dale Show presiding. 

Members Present: Dale Show, James McDonnell, Kim Shaffer, Robert Helterbran, Sam Banales, 

Tom Freeman.  Absent was Robert Bell. 

Others Present:  Secretary-Treasurer Paul Fry, Mayor Ormond “Butch” Bellas, Engineer Ben 

Faas, Solicitor George Welty, Police Chief John Berger and Ligonier Hose Co. #1 Lance 

Alexander. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A motion was made by Sam Banales and seconded by Robert Helterbran to approve the 

minutes of February 10, 2011 as presented for the regular meeting as well as the Hearing for 

Amanda Bridge.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

BILLS PAYABLE 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Tom Freeman to approve the Bill 

Payable as presented.  The motion carried 6-0. 

 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

A motion was made by Tom Freeman and seconded by Kim Shaffer to approve the Consent 

Calendar as presented.  All were in favor. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

ARMORY PROJECT: 

The Armory Project approval from the Planning Commission was discussed in reference to the 

1994 sub division ordinance. 

 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Robert Helterbran to approve the 

Armory Project.  The motion carried 5-0-1 with Kim Shaffer abstaining due to her husband 

bidding on the project.  

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

A temporary sign permit application was received from the Association of Churches for two 

6’x2’x 4” banners to be displayed on the two sides of the Bandstand May 1st through May 5th 

for the purpose of National Day of Prayer.   

A lengthy discussion ensued regarding the banners on the Bandstand.   

 

A motion was made by Kim Shaffer and seconded by Robert Helterbran to approve the request 

for two banners to be placed on the North & South sides of the bandstand May 1st through May 

5th for National Day of Prayer.   The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

PARKS & RECREATION 

Nothing  

 

TOWN HALL  



Chairman Robert Helterbran reported that the Town Hall Committee has received 1 quote for 

surveillance cameras to monitor large tractor-trailer trucks riding over the curb and damaging 

the Diamond.  The Committee is in need of more quotes.   

Public Works Director Paul Fry reported that the Diamond has suffered extensive damage due 

to trucks running over the curb and running through the grass, and the bricks. The most recent 

damage occurred last September when a 105 foot long truck hauling Marcellus shale drilling 

materials jumped the curb on the Diamond and crushed a box containing wiring for the 

bandstand’s sound system and lighting.  The damage will cost about $7,000 to repair and 

compensation from the trucking company has yet to be received therefore delaying repair.  

Mayor Bellas addressed Council with a letter stating that buying the cameras might be a waste 

of money and time.  Mayor Bellas feels a better solution would be to raise the curb around the 

Diamond to the eight-inch maximum allowed by borough code.   While this is an expensive 

proposition Bellas feels it could be done in stages.   

Councilwoman Kim Shaffer stated that although raising the curb or milling the road down to 

expose the entire curb would help the situation, she doesn’t feel that the idea is a feasible 

option at the present.   

 

PUBLIC WORKS 

 The Borough street crew has been running the street sweeper.  

It was reported that approximately 38,000 vehicles go through Ligonier on a daily basis.   

 

A motion was made by Tom Freeman and seconded by James McDonnell to advertise to keep 

the three stop signs that were installed in November 2010.  The motion carried 5-1 with Sam 

Banales opposing. 

 

 

 

PUBLIC SAFETY / SHADE TREE 

Nothing for Public Safety. 

 

Kim Shaffer stated that 12 trees will be coming down sometime this month in the Borough. 

 

FINANCE  

It was reported that the Town Hall Fund is holding at 4.1 million. 

 

PERSONNEL / PLANNING COMMISSION 

Chairman James McDonnell called for a brief executive session at 7:59 PM for personnel.  

Council returned at 8:02 PM. 

 

A motion was made by James McDonnell and seconded by Robert Helterbran to move part-

time Meter Attendant Toni Ulery to a full-time position effective 3-11-11.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

N/A 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

N/A 

 

COMMENDATIONS & COMMENTS from OFFICERS and DEPARTMENTS 

Secretary-Treasurer Paul Fry thanked Council for the new Public Works pickup truck.  



 

Engineer Ben Faas commented that the Flood Plain Ordinance was approved. 

 

Mayor Bellas reported that he met with Somerset Trust Bank and welcomed them to town.  He 

attended the Ground Breaking Ceremony today for the new 16” water line coming from 

Johnstown, hosted by the Municipal Authority of Westmoreland County.   

 

MOTION TO ADJOURN 

President Dale Show adjourned the meeting at 8:07 PM.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Paul A Fry 

Secretary-Treasurer 

 

 


